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Asian American pastors from Southern California, Atlanta, and Texas gathered at Oceanside, CA for the annual ‘Synergy Retreat’ from May 22 to

24. (Photo courtesy of Steve Choi)

Asian American Pastors Share Stories
and Encouragement at ‘Synergy Retreat’

Pastors from 17 churches gather and share in fellowship

BY RACHAEL LEE

Twenty-seven Asian American
pastors gathered for a time of
sharing and encouragement at
what is known as the ‘Synergy Re-
treat,” which took place from May
22 10 24 in Oceanside, CA.

The annual retreat was launched
in 2007 by Pastor Steve Choi, the
lead pastor of Crossway Commu-
nity Church, and today is orga-
nized by a team of pastors from
six local churches, including Good
News Chapel, Living Hope Com-
munity Church, 4 Pointes Church
(Atlanta), Jubilee Presbyterian
Church, and Redeemer Presbyte-
rian Church (Los Angeles).

“| felt that there was a big need
for leadership training for pas-
tors,” said Choi regarding how the
idea first came about.

As pastors ministering in the
Asian American church have con-
tinually been met with the spe-

cific challenges presented in that
cultural context, Choi and the
other church leaders felt the need
to provide a space of encourage-
ment and affirmation.

“There were, and still are, many
who leave the ministry. We want-
ed to gather some key leaders and
see what God would do,” he said.
“I think just getting together in fel-
lowship and mutual learning has
been an invaluable time for all who
attended a Synergy Retreat.”

The retreats take on a more ca-
sual format, focusing mostly on
discussion. Pastors share experi-
ences of what has — or has not —
worked in their ministries.

This year, two pastors in partic-
ular were featured at the retreat:
Larry Osborne, former senior
pastor of North Coast Church,
and Cory Ishida, the senior pas-
tor of Evergreen Baptist Church
of San Gabriel Valley. Pastors
also had discussions following

the book In the Name of Jesus by
Henri Nouwen.

Almost 20 churches were repre-
sented at the retreat, including the
six that organize the event, as well
as Community Church at Holli-
ston, South Bay Mission Church,
Thanksgiving Church, Rooftop
Church, and Chase Oaks Church
from Texas, among others.

Many of the pastors are multi-
ple-time returners to the retreat,
and Choi explained that the rela-
tionships that are formed during
the retreat are among the main
reasons pastors enjoy the retreat
most.

“The men who have been a
part of this have become friends,
partners, and some have collabo-
rated in ministry and some have
even started serving at the same
church together,” he said. “The
friendship from this gathering
has allowed for honest, humble,
and caring discussions.”

Garrett-Evangelical
Announces ‘Historic’ Promotion
of Asian American Female
to Full Professor

The Garrett-Evangelical Theo-
logical Seminary, located on the
campus of Northwestern Univer-
sity, announced earlier this month
that it will be promoting an Asian
American female to full professor
for the first time in its 162-year
history.

The seminary’s board of trustees
voted unanimously to promote
Dr. Wonhee Anne Joh, who had
been serving as an associate pro-
fessor, to now serve as a full-time
professor of systematic theology.
According to the seminary, Joh’s
promotion makes her the first Ko-
rean American woman in the U.S.
to serve as a full-time professor of
systematic theology.

“I’'m deeply honored by this af-
firmation and look forward to
shaping the future of theological
education at Garrett,” Joh said in
a statement. “I am privileged to be
part of this faculty and with col-
leagues | regard with high respect
as teachers and scholars.”

Joh has been a faculty member
at Garrett since 2009, and has
served as the director of the Asian/
Asian American Ministries Center
at the seminary.

Joh also authored and co-au-
thored numerous books includ-
ing the most recent one which she
co-authored with Dr. Nami Kim,
‘Critical Theology Against U.S.
Militarism in Asia: Decolonization
and Deimperialization.” In a state-
ment, she emphasized the neces-
sity of the Christian witness during
a time that she described as being
violent.

“We live in a time with nor-
malized and routinized forms of
violence of one kind or another
against lives already made precar-
ious often through colonial lega-
cies,” said Joh. “We also live in a

time in which war has become per-
petual. Christians must speak out
against various forms of violence
and become embodied believers
of peace-making in this world.”

Joh immigrated to the U.S. from
South Korea at nine years old, and
has since grown up in America
and went on to receive her bach-
elor's degree in religious studies
and English literature from North
Central College; her M.Div. from
Princeton Theological Seminary;
and her Ph.D. in theological and
philosophical studies from Drew
University.

“I had the opportunity not only
to read Dr. Joh’s work and con-
verse with her about it, but also to
experience first-hand the profound
appreciation for her scholarship,
her dedication, and her mentor-
ship expressed by a wide range
of colleagues, former and current
students, and indeed many other
people across the world,” said Dr.
Nancy Bedford, a Georgia Hark-
ness professor of applied theology
at Garrett, who also has served on
Joh’s promotion committee. “I
feel blessed indeed to count her
as a colleague and friend, and to
benefit from her keen insight and
presence.”

The Garrett-Evangelical Theo-
logical Seminary today exists as a
result of the merging of three insti-
tutions: the Garrett Biblical Insti-
tute, the Chicago Training School,
and the Evangelical Theological
Seminary. The Garrett Biblical
Institute was the first Method-
ist seminary to be established in
the Midwest, and was founded
in 1853. Today, the seminary still
identifies itself as being “related”
to the United Methodist Church,
and boasts an “ecumenical and in-
ternational reach.”

Korean Americans Learn About Counseling, Domestic Violence Prevention, and Foster Care Services

For those in the Korean Ameri-
can community who may have
been wanting to learn more about
services that are available to them
regarding counseling, domestic
violence prevention, and foster
care, one non-profit opened up its
doors to present the services that
they provide in those areas.

Some 100 attended the ‘open
house’ event hosted by Ko-
rean American Family Services
(KFAM), a state-licensed foster
family agency and a non-profit
which also provides counseling
services and hosts seminars on
topics such as relational issues
within the family, mental health,

and domestic violence prevention.

“We're thankful that so many
people who have been interested
in the work of KFAM have attend-
ed,” said KFAM executive director
Connie Chung Joe. “We will con-
tinue to strive to make ourselves
easily accessible so that anyone
would be able to come and receive
help.”

The open house event had sepa-
rate corners for each type of ser-
vice that KFAM provides, with dif-
ferent activities and presentations
prepared.

Visitors of the counseling cor-
ner, for instance, were able to
learn some ways that they could

evaluate their stress levels or cur-
rent heart condition on iPads, and
some were even able to receive di-
rect counseling at the event.

The domestic violence preven-
tion corner featured a presentation
on how a married or unmarried
couple could evaluate the current
condition of their relationship.

A corner featuring KFAM’s
‘Asian Foster Family Initiative’ in-
troduced the ways that members
of the community could become
foster families themselves, or con-
tribute to KFAM’s backpack drive
and Christmas gift drive which
is held for children in foster care
each year.

KFAM staff and open house attendees take a look at the KFAM office space, located in Los Angeles.

(Photo courtesy of KFAM)
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Local Churches and Ministries

13)402-5136

Sunday Celebration Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor JusTin Kim

Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261
T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM PasToR SuNG CHANG
Sunday School: 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM Pastor HAaroLD Kim
Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45 PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com

PAsToRs DAvID LEE &
SunG HonG

Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM
Youth Services:

Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710
T.(310) 530-4040
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PASTOR STEVE CHOI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

ossway
ommunity Churc

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAK
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

urch of OC

8500 Bolsa Ave,, Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PasTor RONNIE PARK
Children's and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

ood Stewards Church 1 - |

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org
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Ten Encouragements for Those
Discouraged by the Church

BY STEVE LEE

Churches are flawed.

Every single church is broken in
various ways and differing degrees.
Yours. Mine. Yes, even the “better”
ones. But you already knew that.
You've probably seen your fair share
of broken relationships, question-
able leadership, church division, and
maybe even a church split. I've seen
my fair share as well, as have count-
less others. This is why church bash-
ing is so vogue for some and a polar-
izing topic for others.

Yet even more polarizing can be
the actual response to church bro-
kenness itself. Some have chosen to
turn a blind eye to real issues to keep
church their “happy place,” while
others have chosen to be swallowed
up under the tidal wave of bitterness
and cynicism.

Surely God has more for His people
and I believe He does. God isn’t ask-
ing you and me to ignore the harsh
and painful realities of imperfect
churches. God welcomes candor with
a spirit of genuine love and concern.
But God doesn’t intend that we de-
spair in hopelessness either. Instead,
I believe God may be asking us to
wrestle through reality with deeper
realities. To put it another way, He
wants us to allow our worlds to col-
lide with His Word so that we might
view our churches through God-cen-
tered glasses, to see the church not
only as we see it, but the way He sees
it.

In this way, heavenly and earthly
perspectives share in a waltz of pain
and mourning, but also hope and
love for His Church. Both realities
are present, and one doesn’t erase

the other. Instead, God's truths have
a way of bending the way we see our
fallen reality, as they bring a redemp-
tive curve to our worldview, making
earth not just livable, but beautiful.

The Apostle Paul dealt with this
duality in a fascinating way in a let-
ter he wrote to an ancient church. On
the one hand, Paul deals with real-
ity in addressing a relational conflict
within church members (Phil 4:2).
Yet a few verses later, he instructs
the church to dwell on things that are
“true, honorable, just, pure, lovely,
commendable, excellent, and worthy
of praise (4:8)”.

He doesn’t ask the church to deny
the reality. He just asks the church to
lean into greater realities.

Your personal wrestling with the
church may be a long journey.

So here’s a short list of 10 encour-
agements to lean on along the way:

1. Your church has dramaand
the Spirit-inspired New Testa-
ment writers knew this would
happen. That's why they talk so
much about unity! You may be sur-
prised by drama, by they (and the
Holy Spirit) were not.

2. God is not blind to your
church issues. He’s even more
hauntingly aware than you are. (See:
Rev 2-3)

3. Achurchthatdoes not meet
our expectations is not the end
of the world, but it may be the
end of a poor expectation.

4. Your spiritual growth re-
quires some church messiness.
Messiness is a platform through
which the gospel you claim to believe
gets exercised. And if the gospel is
lived out, your endurance and dem-
onstrated grace through the messi-

ness becomes evidence of spiritual
growth.

5. Church leaders are also
wounded people who wound
people. And many of them are
aware and grieved by their actions.

6. Even the most broken
church belongs to God as His
prized possession. (See 1 & 2 Cor-
inthians)

7. God is not asking you to
be the savior of your hurting
church. Jesus already died to save
her. You're invited to pray and play
your role as a member. The pressure
is off; your participation is on.

8. Despite its many flaws,
the church is still being used
by God to display the beauty of
Jesus and His gospel in count-
less unseen ways all over the
world.

9. Your church presently has
some godly and faithful men
and women. Praise God for them!
Thank them for their faithfulness!

10. The gates of hell will not
prevail against the Church. Je-
sus said He will build it and He has
never broken a promise. (Matthew
16:18)

Pastor Steve Bang Lee is the Col-
lege Pastor and Teaching Ministry
Lead at Living Hope Community
Church in Brea, CA. He received
his B.A. from Cal Poly Pomona and
M.Div. from Talbot School of Theol-
ogy. Steve also serves on the Board
for CCM (Crossroads Campus Min-
istry).

This article has been republished
with permission from the SOLA Net-
work website. SOLA exists to influ-
ence the emerging generation with
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Five Steps to Respond to
A Hurtful and Hateful Email

BY THOM RAINER

“You have no business being the
pastor of our church. All you are in-
terested in is getting your own way
and changing all the good things we
have going. People are saying you
should be fired. I agree with them.”

Yes, it’s a real email.

Yes, it’s from a church member to
a pastor.

The Internet has certainly brought
us incredible ways to do commerce,
to get information, and to communi-
cate.

But it has an ugly and evil side to
itas well.

It allows cowardly critics to hide
behind a keyboard and cut people to
the core through blogs, social media,
and email.

So how do we respond when we get
a hurtful email? The pastor who re-
ceived that cruel, cowardly, and vit-
riolic email asked me that question.
Here is how | responded:

1. Pray about it. Do not respond
in a quick-tempered, fleshly anger.
Give it to God. Let Him guide you.
Pray for wisdom and pray for those

who attack you.

2. Wait. Some leaders work on the
24-hour rule. They will not respond
to a hateful email immediately. Some
wait longer. They are waiting on God.
They are waiting to have a more tem-
pered perspective. And they are wait-
ing to get input from others.

3. Get godly counsel. | was re-
cently accused of plagiarism in an
email, a first for me. I was incensed.
After a time of prayer, I knew a part
of my anger was due to my own pride
and ego. I pride myself on writing
original content, so the accusation
of copying someone else really irked
me. But I sought the wisdom of oth-
ers. | eventually responded strongly,
but nothinglike my original thoughts.
The wisdom of others saved me from
writing something I would have like-
ly regretted for a long time.

4. Decide to respond or ig-
nore. Not every email, tweet, blog
post, or Facebook post is worthy of
a response. Sometimes it’s just best
not to engage the critic. That can be
tough, because we so much desire to
defend ourselves. But if you do re-
spond, I recommend this next step.

5. Call or meet with the critic
if at all possible. I know it's not
always possible to have a verbal con-
versation with someone. But meeting
face-to-face is ideal, and talking by
telephone is better than a written re-
sponse. Many critics are taken aback
when they see the willingness of the
person they attacked willing and de-
sirous to meet with them.

Leadership is tough, particularly in
the church. You will get those “nasty-
grams” from time to time. Remember
the wisdom of Proverbs: “A gentle
answer turns away anger, but a harsh
word stirs up wrath” (Proverbs 15:1).

It's not always the easiest path,
but sometimes it’s the best and most
godly path.

This article was originally pub-
lished at ThomRainer.com on May
24, 2017. Thom S. Rainer serves
as president and CEO of LifeWay
Christian Resources. Among his
greatest joys are his family: his wife
Nellie Jo; three sons, Sam, Art, and
Jess; and nine grandchildren. Dr.
Rainer can be found on Twitter @
ThomRainer and at facebook.com/
Thom.S.Rainer.
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Texas Legislature Approves Bill to
Protect ‘Religious Refusal’ for Adoption Agencies

The Texas legislature has approved a
bill that would allow religious adoption
agencies to refuse to provide services
to individuals based on their “sincerely
held religious beliefs.”

Thebill, called the “Freedom to Serve
Children Act,” passed in the House
with a vote of 93 to 49 in early May,
and in the Senate with avote of 21 to 10
on May 21. It now awaits the signature
of Texas Governor Greg Abbott.

Proponents of the bill said the mea-
sure is necessary to be able to maintain
the religiously affiliated agencies in the
state, which make up about 25 percent
of the state’s service providers. Reli-
gious agencies that provide such ser-
vices in Texas as well as in other states
have cut back in their involvement, and
cited concerns that they may face law-
suits if they refuse to provide services
to potential parents who are single,
LGBT, or non-Christian, for instance.

“Faith-based child-placing agencies
should not have to sacrifice their reli-
gious convictions when serving foster
children and their families, when it
is in fact those very convictions that
lead them to work with orphans and
the vulnerable in the first place,” Gus
Reyes, the director of the Texas Baptist
Christian Life Commission, was quot-
ed as saying by Christianity Today.

Russell Moore, the president of the
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics

& Religious Liberty Commission, said
he is “thankful” for the approval of the
bill, and added, “My prayer is that this
would continue to the federal level,
so that families and communities can
protect the vulnerable without surren-
dering conscience freedom.”

Opponents argue that the measure
is discriminatory and prioritizes the
needs of the agencies rather than the
needs of the child. Many religiously af-
filiated agencies also receive funding
from the government, which was an-
other factor that opponents cited as a
point of concern.

“Hundreds of faith leaders from Tex-

as and across the nation have warned
that bills like this are about discrimina-
tion and hurting people, not protecting
religious freedom,” Kathy Miller, pres-
ident of the Texas Freedom Network,
was quoted as saying by Dallas News.

However, supporters rebut that by
saying there are still other agencies
without religious affiliations that pro-
vide the same services.

“This bill doesn’t prohibit particular
groups from adopting, it doesn't estab-
lish one faith over another,” Senator
Charles Perry, one of the sponsors of
the bill, was quoted as saying by the
Associated Press.

Gunmen Attack on Egypt’s Coptic Christians
Results in at Least 28 Deaths

At least 28 Coptic Christians and
dozens more were injured when mul-
tiple gunmen attacked them on their
way to a monastery on Friday.

According to reports, eight to 10
gunmen stopped the bus in which the
Coptic Christians were traveling, and
forced the passengers to recite the
‘shahada,’ a declaration of the Islamic
faith. When they refused, the gunmen
started shooting the passengers, tak-
ing the lives of at least 28 people and
injuring at least 25 more.

Among the victimsincluded children
as well as U.S. citizens. The Health
Ministry reported that two of the chil-
dren were two years old.

The Islamic State later claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack.

“When they asked each person
about it, everybody say no, they shot
them in the head,” Gerges Morkous,
one of the passengers on the bus, told
CBS News. “They have no mercy; they
shot the mans, children, womans, ev-
erybody.”

Morkous’ nephew, Mohsen Mork-
ous, was a U.S. citizen who was killed
in the attack, CBS News reports.

The attack is yet another one out of
a string of attacks on Egypt's Coptic
Christians that the Islamic State has
claimed responsibility for.

Two Coptic churches in Egypt were
bombed on Palm Sunday, killing more
than 44 people, and two more were
bombed last Christmas, killing 24.
Since December, more than 100 have
been killed in the numerous attacks.

The north side of the Monastery of St. Samuel the

Confessor in Egypt, where the Coptic Christians were

headed before they were stopped by gunmen on May 26. (Photo: Roland Unger/ Wikimedia/ CC)

Thousands gathered at the funeral
prayer service in Deir al-Jarnous near
Minya, the location from which the
bus had departed and where several
victims of the attack were buried.

“God will avenge us. We will not
do anything violent because we are
Christians and love is in our hearts,” a
mourner at the service told Reuters.

The recent attack drew international
condemnation, including from activ-
ists of human rights and persecution
watchdog groups.

William Stark, the regional manager
of International Christian Concern,
called the attacks over the past several
months as “blatant and targeted acts of
persecution against Christians.”

“Extremist groups, especially ISIS,
have declared Christians to be their ‘fa-

vorite prey’ and seek to eliminate the
Christian minority,” said Stark. “The
government must be more intentional
about protecting vulnerable minorities
and punishing the attackers. Continual
support for displaced families is vital,
whether it is food, housing, or medical
care.”

Egypt's President Abdel-Fattah el-
Sisi declared a three-month-long state
of emergency following the Palm Sun-
day attacks. The Associated Press re-
ports that a security chief of the prov-
ince at which the Friday attack took
place was removed from his position
and transferred to a new post.

Hours after the Friday attack, el-Sisi
condemned the attack in a speech from
his palace, and said that the attack “will
not go unanswered.”
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Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children’s Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

First
Baptist Church

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Pastor WonN LEee

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM Pastor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 1:45 PM PAsTOR MITCHELL PEREZ

Home Church @:’

19100 E. Killian Avenue, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T.(626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM PasTtor DaeviD Yoon

d Church e

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PasToR SuNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church _

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasToRr STeEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T. (562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30 AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org

Sunday Services: 1 PM PAsTor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com s«

Broadway Campus Sunday Services:
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:
9:30 AM, 11:30 AM

LELS
bration Churc

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org

PAsTOR MICHAEL LEE
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