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"‘We Need to Re-Envision Community Development’

Leaders Discuss the Need for — and Barriers to — Church Involvement

BY RACHAEL LEE

How far has the Asian American
church community come in the
area of community development?
According to about 30 leaders of
churches, non-profits, and semi-
naries who gathered to discuss the
topic, the Asian American church
community still has a ways to go.

The gathering, which convened
in Cerritos, CA on June 30, was
hosted by the Christian Commu-
nity Development Association
(CCDA) as a pre-cursor to its na-
tional conference, which will be
taking place in Los Angeles in Au-
gust.

“We want to be a part of God'’s
transformation in this parched
land. But how can we keep the
flow of God overflowing into our
respective communities?” Michael
Mata, the Los Angeles Director
of the Transformational Urban
Leadership Program at Azusa Pa-
cific University, asked those who
gathered. “How can we help one
another? What are the issues af-
fecting your community?”

As Mata posed these questions,
the attendees — gathered in six
tables of about five to six — dis-
cussed their thoughts.

Atonetable, the discussion start-
ed with some saying that even the
awareness of community develop-
ment is low in the Asian American
church community.

“Even talking about community
development is hard and a gather-
ing like this is rare to find,” said
Jane Hong-Guzman de Leon, the
education department pastor at
Tapestry LA, and one of the orga-
nizers of the lunch gathering.

“To be honest, | had no idea
what community development
was until I got involved with the
Fuller Youth Institute,” Irene Cho,
program manager of the Fuller
Youth Institute, said.

But now that they have been
made aware, they say that they
see the need for Asian American
Christians to become involved in
the community. The problem is
spreading that awareness, getting
the church community to become
interested and involved incommu-

nity development, and determin-
ing how exactly the Asian Ameri-
can church community should get
involved.

One of the reasons it may be
difficult to motivate churches to
become more involved with the
community is that they “already
have their hands full,” in the words
of Jackson Fong, pastor of student
ministries at First Baptist Church
of Downey.

What many churches may not
realize, however, is that churches
can do community development
work starting from within their
own congregations, the attendees
shared. Irene Cho pointed to her
own experiences while serving at
Korean churches. Members of the
congregation faced issues such as
getting immigration visas, bailing
minors out of prison, and marital
problems.

“Having an awareness of com-
munity development, and having
people who are designated for that
ministry, could help to provide re-
sources so that church staff won't
be burned out trying to do every-
thing,” Cho explained.

“For things like getting kids out
of prison, or helping people with
their immigration documents,
many of the church leaders just
don’'t know how to deal with these
things,” she added.

Though these kinds of needs ex-

ist within the congregations, when
thinking of doing ‘outreach proj-
ects’ or ‘community development,’
Asian American church leaders
may first think of reaching out to
people outside of their church,
who live in a different culture and
context than their own. This may
be impractical, said Jane Hong-
Guzman de Leon.

“I think there’s a need to re-
envision how we can do commu-
nity development,” said Hong-
Guzman de Leon. “For example,
it's just not practical to expect all
of the Korean churches in Orange
County toall go out to the ghetto to
do their outreach.”

“There are two Asian Americas
— one is the well-off Asian Ameri-
ca, and the other is the non-Model
Minority Myth Asian America, the
one with financial and other prob-
lems,” said Jeff Liou, an adjunct
professor at Azusa Pacific Univer-
sity and Fuller Theological Semi-
nary. “But these two Asian Ameri-
cas don't talk to each other.”

One way that the Asian Ameri-
can church community can be
more inspired to be involved with
community development, attend-
ees at a separate table shared, is to
have more gatherings of leaders of
churches, non-profits, and various
fields.

Such gatherings allow for lead-
ers to learn about other churches’
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About 30 Asian American Christian leaders gathered in Cerritos, CA for CCDA’s Asian American Leadership Lunch.

and non-profits’ work that they
may have otherwise not known
about, and may spark ideas on
how their own organizations can
serve the community or partner

with another group to do so.

“Seeing examples of how Asian
Americans are already doing com-
munity development work can
serve as models for others to fol-
low,” said Sharon Mo, co-founder
of For the World ministry, who
spoke as a representative of one of

the tables.

Another attendee shared an
example. Non-profits that offer
counseling or support groups for
women who are victims of domes-
tic violence or human trafficking
may face the barrier of having the
women actually seek out those
organizations for help. But if a
church learned about some of the
ways these organizations offered
support and built trust — such as
holding jewelry or soap making
classes — they could offer these
programs for their own congrega-
tions, where women already feel

safe and in community.

“But | think this is a good start,”
said Shou Mo, co-founder of For
the World, “because everyone is

being heard.”

“It's not a sprint,” said Michael
Mata, encouraging the leaders to
continue their efforts. “It's a mara-

thon.”

‘Call2All Korea’: A New Generation Calls for
New Strategies for Missions and Evangelism

BY JIHEE LEE

Prominent evangelical leaders
gathered at the Kintex Convention
Center in llsan, South Korea last
week for a mission and evangelism
strategy conference called ‘call2all
Korea Congress.’

Bob Creson, the president and
CEO of Wycliffe; Loren Cunning-
ham, the founder of Youth with a
Mission (YWAM); Paul Eshleman,
director of the Finishing the Task
Movement; and Roy Peterson, the
president and CEO of the Ameri-
can Bible Society, were among
those who gathered and presented
at the conference.

A major theme that was empha-
sized during the second day of the
conference, which took place from
June 27 to July 1, was the need for
a reconsideration of evangelism
and mission strategies for the cur-
rent generation.

Attendees gathered at separate
tables, at which they discussed in
small groups the possible and exis-
tent strategies to reach the younger
generation with diverse methods
and technologies.

“If we do not know what is hap-
pening in the world today, we will
not know what we must do to fulfill
the Great Commission,” said Mark
Anderson during the main presen-
tation. “Today, there are about 2.5

Local Churches and Ministries
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billion people under the age of 18.
We must understand what their
generation is like, how they think,
in order to effectively share the
gospel with them.”

“Using the methods we used 20
to 50 years ago won't work well
with today’s young generation,”
Anderson added.

He pointed to Facebook as an ex-
ample of the different ways that the
current young generation engages
with each other and with the world.

“The largest nation in the world
is Facebook. About 1.6 billion peo-
ple are currently registered, but it
may soon increase to about 3 bil-
lion registered users. This means
the day will soon come when half
of the world’s population will be on
Facebook,” Anderson explained.
“And in light of all of these facts,
we have to start thinking about
how we need to change what we
are already doing to more effec-
tively share the gospel message.”

Other than the Bible itself, one
of the tools that have been used
most prevalently to share the gos-
pel is the JESUS Film, Anderson
explained, saying that even this
is one of the ways that media was
used as a tool to share the gos-
pel. He encouraged attendees to
seek God's wisdom and guidance
on how to develop every possible
technology and tool for the cause

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

English Church [

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

Mark Anderson, founder of call2all, spoke at the recent call2all Korea Congress in llsan.

of sharing the gospel.

Meanwhile, the conference fea-
tured various workshops, discus-
sion sessions based on ‘spheres’
such as education, family, busi-
ness, and media. The ‘spheres’
discussions also offered two gen-
erational tracks, and separate ses-
sions for business track attendees
were also available.

Acall2all Congress hastaken place
almost every year since 2008 in var-
ious countires including in Mexico,
Thailand, Paraguay, the Philippines,
Amsterdam, the U.S., Colombia,
and others. However, call2all has
not convened in 2014 and 2015.

“You might have noticed we've
had a bit of a pause in the last

PAsToR JusTIN Kim
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year, year and a half,” Anderson
explained in a video on the call2all
website. “We had to pause and look
at what the Great Commission’s
going to look like in the year 2020,
or in the year 2030, or 2033, the

anniversary of the Pentecost.”

“We are in a Malachi 4:6 move-
ment, where the hearts of the fathers
are turning to the sons, and the sons
are turning to the fathers,” he con-
tinued. “The next wave of missions
is not just going to be all of us that
are older carrying on our activities.
We're going to be partnering with
this next generation. And | believe
they’re going to be the largest mis-
sions movement that we have ever

seen in the history of the church.”

PasToRr SunG CHANG
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Providing
Fresh
Backpacks
and Supplies
for
Foster
Children

Korean American
Family Services
launches
third annual
backpack
campaign

BY RACHAEL LEE

Korean American Family Ser-
vices (KFAM) is running its back-
pack campaign once again this
year, making it the third summer
that the non-profit has gathered
donations and support to provide
new backpacks and school sup-
plies for foster children who face
financial difficulties.

KFAM, a non-profit that of-
fers services including counseling
services and recruiting Korean
families to become licensed foster
care providers, began this back-
pack campaign in 2014. Provid-
ing students with new backpacks
and a fresh set of school supplies
prevents them from the potential
bullying that they may otherwise
receive, organizers say.

Each year, the donation goal has
increased. In 2014, the goal was to
provide 100 backpacks, while in
2015, the goal was 300. This year,
the organization hopes to provide
350 backpacks.

“Every year, through the love
and support of the Korean com-
munity, we've been able to prepare
more backpacks and supplies than
we had hoped for,” said Connie
Chung Joe, the executive director
of KFAM. “I hope that many will
again give their warm support this
year.”

As KFAM focuses on recruit-
ing Korean families to be licensed
foster care providers and placing
Korean children in Korean fami-
lies, the backpack drive will also
prioritize the Asian American
students in the foster care system.
According to KFAM, some 34,655
children under the age of 19 are in
the care of the LA DCFS (Depart-
ment of Children and Family Ser-
vices), of which 680 of them are
Asian American and 40 are Ko-
rean American. About 14 children
are Koreans who are not fluent in
English.

The non-profit plans to deliver
the 350 sets of new backpacks and
school supplies in August to the
Asian Pacific Project located in
West Covina, which manages the
Asian American foster care fami-
lies and children.

Those who are interested can
participate by personally purchas-
ing new backpacks and school
supplies and delivering them to
the KFAM office, or donating fi-
nancially. A donation of $25 will
be used to purchase a new back-
pack, and a donation of $50 will
be used to purchase a new back-
pack as well as new school sup-
plies. Donations will be received
until the end of July.

For more information, visit
kfamla.org.

PasTor HAROLD Kim
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Missouri Church Prepares for

BY CHRISTINE KIM

Both sides in a case concerning a
Missouri church’s exclusion from a
state grant program have filed briefs to
the U.S. Supreme Court to prepare for
a hearing.

In January, the Supreme Court an-
nounced that it will hear Trinity Lu-
theran Church’s dispute against the
rejection of its application from a state
grant program by the Missouri De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR)
which provides recycled scrap tires to
resurface playgrounds.

Trinity Lutheran Church runsachild
learning center that is open to the com-
munity. In 2012, the center submitted
an application to the Playground Scrap
Tire Surface Materials Grant Program,
which the DNR ranked fifth among the
44 applications. However, the DNR
denied the center’s application, point-
ing to the Missouri Constitution which
prohibits the allocation of public mon-

Supreme Court Case Hearing
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ey to fund any church.

The church sued and lost in the U.S.
District Court in 2013. The Eighth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals also ruled for the
state.

In November, the church, represent-
ed by the Alliance Defending Freedom
(ADF), appealed to the U.S. Supreme
Court, which accepted the case.

“Seeking to protect children from
harm while they play tag and go down
the slide is about as far from an ‘es-
sentially religious endeavor’ as one can
get,” reads ADF'’s petition.

Erik Stanley, a member of the ADF
legal team, says the hearing is expected
to take place in October, according to
the Associated Press.

Majority of ‘Unchurched Americans’
Willing to Listen About Faith

LifeWay Research conducted a sur-
vey to find out how often “unchurched
Americans” think about faith, the
meaning of life, and what their general
attitudes are concerning religion.

The study was carried out on 2,000
unchurched Americans, and was spon-
sored by the Billy Graham Center for
Evangelism at Wheaton College. Those
people were considered ‘unchurched’
who had not attended any religious ser-
vice in the last six months except wed-
dings or funerals, and for holidays.

Of those interviewed, many said that
they would listen if their friend talked
about religion and that they think of-
ten about the meaning of life, but do
not care much regarding what hap-
pens after death.

As many as 79 percent said that they
would not mind listening to a friend
who values their faith to talk about it.
Some 18 percent said they would mind.
About 47 percent said they would dis-
cuss religion freely if it is mentioned in
a conversation, and 31 percent would
listen without responding, but another
11 percent would prefer to to change the
subject.

Only 35 percent said that they were
told about the benefits of being a Chris-

tian, about sin and eternal life.

Most are even ready to come to spe-
cial events or concerts at church. But
only about a third of study participants
were willing to go to a worship service
on invitation of a friend.

Some 62 percentsaid that theywould
attend a church meeting about neigh-
borhood safety, and 51 percent were
willing to participate in a community
service event. About 45 percent would
attend a concert, 46 percent would
come to a sports or exercise program
at church, and another 45 percent said
they would participate in neighbor-
hood get-together at a local church.

Comparatively, a lesser number of
people (35 percent) were willing to at-
tend a worship service, a spiritual semi-
nar (24 percent), or a recovery group
(25 percent) at church. Most of the peo-
ple (51 percent) were more likely to ac-
cept a personal invitation from a friend
or family member rather than door-to-
door evangelism (21 percent), postcard
(23 percent), TV commercial (23 per-
cent), or a Facebook ad (18 percent).

As many as 43 percent of Americans
neverthink about the question, “IfTwere
to die today, do I know for sure that I
would go to heaven?” Some 20 percent

said they were not sure of the last time
they thought about this, and about 29
percent said that they think about this
question at least once a month.

Scott McConnell, executive director
of LifeWay Research said that asking
these kind of questions for evangelism,
such as “If you died tonight, would you
go to heaven” might not be an effective
tool, because this is not what they usu-
ally ponder about.

“If the only benefit of being a Chris-
tian is that you get to go to heaven,
most unchurched people don't care,”
McConnell said. “It can’t be the only
way of talking about faith.”

He instead suggested Christians to
talk about their relationship with Jesus
and how it truly molds their life.

A key point that emerged from the
research was that when Christians
genuinely talk about their faith, more
people are willing to listen than is gen-
erally assumed, and that people could
be invited to those church activities
where they are most likely to go.

“Unchurched folks are not being over-
whelmed by Christians talking about
their faith,” said McConnell. “If faith is
important to you, then your friends will
be interested in hearing about it.”

Mississippi Religious Protection Law
Struck Down by Federal Judge

A federal judge in Mississippi struck
down the state’s Freedom of Con-
science Act which permitted clerks
to decline issuing same-sex marriage
licenses because of their religious be-
liefs.

In April, Mississippi governor Phil
Bryant signed the bill (HB 1523) into
law which said:

“The sincerely held religious beliefs
or moral convictions protected by this
act are the belief or conviction that:
marriage is or should be recognized as
the union of one man and one woman;
sexual relations are properly reserved
to such a marriage; and male (man) or
female (woman) refer to an individual’s
immutable biological sex as objectively
determined by anatomy and genetics
at time of birth.”

“This bill does not limit any consti-
tutionally protected rights or actions
of any citizens of this state under fed-
eral or state laws. The legislation is

designed in the most targeted man-
ner possible to prevent government
interference in the lives of the people
from which all power to the state is
derived,” Bryant had said while sign-
ing the bill.

It gave immunity to clerks and busi-
nesses from lawsuits if they were sued
for declining marriage-related services
to same-sex couples because of their
religious convictions.

On June 27, the federal district court
only struck down a portion of the law
from Section 3 (a) which dealt with
marriage, and did not rule on other
parts of the law, including businesses’
rights to hire or terminate employees,
and sell or rent properties based on re-
ligious convictions.

However, on June 30, the court
struck down the law in its entirety.

The judge called the law discrimi-
natory, and that the law contradict-
ed the Supreme Court decision in

Obergefell vs. Hodges, legalizing gay
marriage.

“Having reviewed the relevant sec-
tion of HB 1523, the parties’ argu-
ments, and the scope of the Supreme
Court’s ruling in Obergefell, the Court
finds that (Section) 3(8)(a) may in fact
amend Mississippi’s marriage licens-
ing regime in such a way as to conflict
with Obergefell,” said U.S. District
Judge Carlton Reeves.

All 82 circuit clerks in Mississippi
will be given a formal notice of the new
rule.

The American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) had filed a lawsuit in opposi-
tion to the state law on behalf of two
homosexual men Stephen Thomas and
Nykolas Alford who wanted to marry.

Reeves had earlier overturned the
state’s ban of same-sex marriage and
is expected to soon rule on two other
lawsuits over legislation concerning
bathroom policies.

Church of England to Discuss
Same-Sex Marriage in General Synod

The Church of England will hold a
General Synod in York this week where
as many as 500 members are expected
to come together and discuss same-sex
marriage.

The issue has created two wings in
the church, one wanting to introduce
an authorized service of “welcome”
or blessing for same-sex relation-
ships (not necessarily redefining the
Church’s definition of marriage) and
the other which opposes such a move.

The members at the Synod will try to
come to a mutually agreeable stand in
the private meeting which will extend
for three days between July 8 to 10.

However, no conclusion is likely to
be drawn during this synod, but a plan
will be drawn up which will be dis-

cussed again in February 2017 meet-
ing, a source was quoted as saying by
Christian Today.

Father Andrew Foreshew-Cain,
who is married to Stephen Foreshew,
told Christian Today that CofE should
accept gay marriages and follow the
“shift” that has been happening in so-
ciety and within the church.

Meanwhile, an evangelical leader
who did not disclose his name also told
Christian Today that conservatives
who do not affirm same-sex relation-
ships are not homophobic, but want to
take their stand based on Biblical un-
derstanding.

Through the General Synod, Arch-
bishop Justin Welby, head of CofE, is
trying to make the groups with differing

views to stay together to prevent a split
in the church, a report in The Guardian
suggested. CofE formally does not rec-
oghize same-sex marriage, but has been
showing steps of acceptance towards
the LGBT community. For instance,
the Church of England has said it will
soon start a new congregation called
‘True North’ for LGBT community in
August at St. Matthew’s Walsall in the
Diocese of Lichfield. While a majority
of members at the diocese do not affirm
same-sex marriage, they say that they
want to serve gay congregation to bring
then closer to the community of Christ.

However, Welby has shown firm
opposition to affirming same-sex mar-
riages, and said in 2014 that that would
be “catastrophic.”
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Fathers Day & EAIZ EESALE
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“THE EXCITING APPEAL OF ELANTRA SPORT”

1YUNDAI
RA sk

Lease It Fo _

At Signing, $500 Lease Cash, $500
Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military

Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On

Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

NEW | “DESIGN RENEWED BY INNOVATION”

2016 HYUNDAI
SONATA SE

Lease It For S 8 8 +Tax

RIL I STAacle \ VW iths
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Lease It For | < A ~ q .
Al | B s @ T NGONT W

-y e |-

MSRP 524,119

24 Months Closed End Lease. $3,999 Due

At Lease Signing, $1,500 Lease Cash,

$1,000, $500 Valued Owner Coupon,

$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year —

2017 HYUNDAI
SANTA FE SPORTS 2.4 FWD-

Lease It For 311 8 +Tax

24 Months Clos

At Lease Signing,

$750, Competitive Owner Co

$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Gra
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

America’s Best Warranty*

@ HYLUNDAI 10-Year/100,000-Mile
Powertrain Limited Warranty

Terms and conditions available
“See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY details

1-888-644-1114 -

2| X AE|E MAEl 21 _ ASsurance
6265134981  626.723.3336 6267233584  WATANCEIFNENCN AT AC AL
AT e S ey LABIQIERRTE QUKITH2E|0IA 202742

and availability are subject to change without notice. Contact Dealer for current information. Your actual mileage may vary depend-

ing on how you drive and maintain your vghicle. Actual mileage will vary with options, driving condions, driving habit and overall WWW_ p h hyu n d ai . Co m

vehicle condition. All vehicles subjuct to prior sale. Expires 24hours after publication. Plus Dealer installed options
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