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Copyright for Worship Music: Is the Korean American Community Informed?

BY RACHAEL LEE

A wave of sudden awareness
and urgency regarding copyright
licensing swept over the Korean
ministries (KMs) of Korean immi-
grant churches in recent weeks.

A Korean copyright licensing
company sent letters to Korean
immigrant churches in the South-
ern California area, warning them
that if they are not using their mu-
sical resources legally, they are un-
der risk of being sued. The group
then encouraged the churches to
sign up with their company by the
end of June.

This caused KM leaders — who
had largely neglected the issue un-
til this incident — to start attending
seminars on copyright licensing,
and hold inter-church meetings
regarding copyright. Articles on
copyright licensing also flooded
the headlines of Korean media.

In comparison, there’s a greater
awareness of copyrights among
the Korean American community,
but in terms of legal coverage, it
seems to be divided. Some Korean
American ministries (including in-
dependent churches and English
ministries) have coverage under
a copyright licensing company,
while others don’t. Leaders in the
Korean American community also
vary in the degree of how well-in-
formed they are about copyrights.

“I've been aware of CCLI for a
long time,” said Pastor Kiwon Suh
of New Life Vision Church in Los
Angeles. CCLI (Christian Copyright
Licensing International) is one of
the most widely known licensing
companies for Christian music that
offers churches legal permission
to reproduce musical resources in
return for an annual fee.

Suh, who has been involved in
worship ministry prior to becom-
ing the EM pastor of NLVC, said
he became aware of copyright is-
sues through his involvement in
worship.

“Worship leaders who have
been to worship seminars and
conferences should be aware of
this issue,” he said. “Maybe not

&/

The issue of copyright became a major part of discussion in Korean ministries in recent weeks. The above photo shows believers

worshipping together at a 2013 Chris Tomlin concert in Willow Creek Community Church. (Photo courtesy of Steve Yoon)

Getting legal permission to copy songs is a way to support
worship ministries and maintain integrity, worship ministers say.

all conferences talk about it, but
many of them do. And there are
a lot of articles about copyright in
worship publications.”

Jennifer Kim, whoisapart ofthe
worship staff at Church of South-
land, also said that she learned
of copyrights through worship
seminars. Church of Southland is
a pan-Asian church in Anaheim,
CA with a large Korean American
demographic.

“That's always been a priority for
us -- that we're covered, and that
we're giving credit where credit’s
due,” Kim said of her church, and
added that copyright is a topic that
is discussed relatively often among
the church staff. “We’re constantly
using resources, so this issue is re-
ally important in ministry.”

In contrast, an EM pastor of a
Los Angeles church said, “To be
honest, | didn't know about this
issue until all of this happened,”
referring to the letters that KMs
had received recently. He added
that though they had not had legal

permission to copy the music, they
had never run into legal problems,
feedback which was shared by
another EM pastor of a north Los
Angeles church.

There are also EM pastors in
the middle, who know that their
ministries are covered under a
copyright licensing company, but
are unsure of what exactly is cov-
ered by their plan, or what it really
means for their ministries.

(To note, the copyright cover-
age, or lack thereof, of the KM did
not necessarily guarantee the cov-
erage status of the EM. Some EMs
have coverage together with the
KM; others have separate cover-
age apart from the KM and do not
know whether the KM is covered;
still others do not have coverage
while the KM also does not.)

“Is it a problem if no one is hav-
ing any legal issues?” and “Why do
we have to pay when we're just try-
ing to worship God?” are among
some of the counter arguments
one may have against the idea of

Interviews with Asian American Church Pastors, XlI:

“English Ministry Is a Specific Calling”

BY RACHAEL LEE

Pastor Henry Leeis the lead pas-
tor of the English ministry (EM) at
Los Angeles Full Gospel Church
(LAFGC), located at the edge of
Hollywood. Lee has been serving
at LAFGC for over five years, and
has served in numerous Korean
immigrant churches as an EM
pastor prior to serving at LAFGC.

Q: Could you briefly introduce
the EM at LAFGC?

A: The EM at LAFGC is called
Crossroads Church, or CRC, and
we are about 70 to 80 people.
Most of us are Korean Americans
and about 5 percent of us are non-
Koreans, including Chinese, Filipi-
nos—most of us are Asian. We are
semi-independent, meaning we're
financially independent from the
KM, but not structurally or orga-
nizationally.

Q: What are some unique quali-
ties of Crossroads Church?

A: The focus of our EM isto reach
out to the community around our
church. One of the biggest things
we do with the community is our
annual community café night
around Christmas time. Our front
lawn is really pretty with the lights
set up, so we would set up tables
and have our café night there. The
past Christmas, a couple hundred
people came out, including the
immediate neighbors in the area
right around our church, and
some people from the KM joined
us, too. We had a full orchestra
that performed outside, and we
catered Ricky’s Fish Tacos, and it
was just a lot of fun.

We also reach out to people in
the community and ask them if
there is anything that we can pray
about for them. There’s a lot of
homeless people right on the cor-
ner of Hollywood and Vermont,
and there’s a lot of drug addicts
around here, too. There’s just a lot
of brokenness. Some people would
also come by and visit our church
on their own.

Q: Are there any activities that
EM and KM do together at LAFGC?

A: There’s plenty of activities
that we do together, but a few
worth mentioning include our an-
nual New Year’s Eve worship ser-
vice. That's a full production be-
cause the KM choir performs and
we have musicians we invite for
an orchestra, and we have a full-
on concert for about an hour to
an hour and a half. Then after the
concert, which we call the cantata,
our senior pastor would come and
preach, and we do the countdown
all together.

The KM also goes to our church’s
retreat center in Romoland af-
ter Sunday worship once every
month, so they would invite EM to
come and join them and worship
together at the retreat center dur-
ing one of those months.

During our church’s Friday night
services, we also have a dedication
service for each department, so
every once in a while, it would be
time for the dedication service for
EM. So we would prepare a body
worship, or a skit, or some kind of
a performance to introduce CRC
to the rest of the church.

Q: Many say that one of the key
aspects that affect an EM pastor’s
experience in ministry is the re-
lationship he has with the senior
pastor. What's your take on that?

A: Personally, our senior pastor,
Reverend Yu Chul Chin, has been
really good at showing me and all
of the staff, and even the congre-
gation, that he thinks about us and
cares about us, even though we all
don't get to meet with him that of-
ten. With the staff, he maximizes
the time that we have together. For
example, when we have our meet-
ings, it's not just about admin-
istrative or logistical things, but
he takes his time with the staff to
give us a lot of leadership lessons.
And he’s a very spiritual and char-
ismatic man — even with minimal
contact, the congregation is able to
feel his shepherding heart.

Pastor Henry Lee is the lead pastor of
the EM at LA Full Gospel Church.

So while I do agree that the re-
lationship between the senior pas-
tor and the EM pastor should be a
good one, | think it’s a little unfair
to expect mentorship from the se-
nior pastor, unless it's in the job
description. A senior pastor who
doesn't know the American cul-
ture is not going to mentor you in
the way that you want. It's unreal-
istic to expect that because they, as
first generation, don’t understand
what we are going through as sec-
ond generation pastors. It'sacom-
pletely different cultural ministry
experience. | think the relation-
ship that's expected should be on
an administrative level.

EM is a calling in and of itself.
Younger pastors who are consid-
ering pastoring in EM really have
to sit down and think, ‘Is this what
I want for my pastoral ministry?
Do I want to pastor in this specific
context?” EM is a specific calling,
with specific difficulties, just like
being a missionary. Once the EM
pastor sees this ministry as a call-
ing, they'll be able to say, ‘Ok, I am
going to persevere through this,’
even when it gets difficult.

This is one in a series of inter-
views with pastors who either
serve in English ministry (EM) or
have a heart for intergeneration-
al relationships within the Asian
American church.

purchasing legal permission to
COpy music.

However, Suh said, the goal of
copyright licensing companies is
to “encourage the Christian artists,
and to keep churches accountable.”

It's also a matter of integrity,
according to Han-Sung Chae, the
president of Elohim CMP, a Kore-
an copyright licensing company.

“The heart of copyright licens-
ing is that the songs that have been
used or will be used is properly
paid for,” said Chae, who is also in
worship ministry himself.

“We want to help those who
are having a hard time continu-
ing their worship ministries due
to financial lack. And we want to
ultimately help move these wor-
ship ministries forward by bring-
ing back the rights of these songs
to whom they are due.”

There are several ways churches
and ministries can be assured that
they are legally using their musical
resources. Oneisonly using songsin
the public domain, which includes

most hymns. These songs are free
to the public and can be repro-
duced freely.

Another option is to follow only
what is permitted under the Reli-
gious Service Exemption of U.S.
Copyright Law. This exempts the
performance of songs — including
playing songs with an instrument
and singing songs — during a re-
ligious service from being consid-
ered as copyright infringement.
This means churches could play
the worship songs during worship,
but it would be considered a copy-
right infringement to pass out cop-
ies of chords to the worship band
members, or copies of sheet music
to the choir.

Yet another option is to pay an
annual fee to a copyright licensing
company and have access to all of
the songs in the licensing compa-
ny’s database.

The database of the aforemen-
tioned CCLI has over 300,000
Christian songs, and offers various
coverage options depending on
the church’s needs. Its most wide-
ly used plan allows the church to
store lyrics, print songs, and create
projections, among others.

Christian Copyright Solutions
(CCS) grants churches access to
millions of songs under ASCAP,
BMI, and SESAC, some of the larg-
est performance rights organiza-
tions that also cover secular songs.
However, a major difference be-
tween CCLI and CCS is that CCLI
focuses on allowing churches to
copy music, while CCS focuses on
allowing churches to perform mu-
sic outside of a religious service
(for example, playing music — live
or recorded — at a fundraiser). Per-
formance of music outside of a re-
ligious service is not exempt under
the Religious Service Exemption,
and would thus need coverage.

The annual fees differ depend-
ing on the size of the church at-
tendance, and some copyright
licensing companies require that
churches report which songs they
used on a regular basis, so that the
royalties could be properly given
to the respective Christian artists.

Concert Gives Funds to Mission
Organizations and Nepal Victims

BY JUNHYEONG KIM

A Korean Christian TV broad-
casting company called CTS
America hosted its fifth annual
fundraising concert on Saturday,
7:30 PM at Bethel Korean Church
in Irvine, CA.

A unique aspect of the concert,
called the “Hope-Giving Concert,”
is that all of the performers partici-
pate in the concert free of charge,
allowing all of the funds to go di-
rectly to the community and to
mission work.

This year, funds went to more
than nine different mission orga-
nizations, low-income families of
seven different churches, and vic-
tims of the Nepal earthquake.

Performances by a women’s

choir, a dumming group, a string
ensemble, soprano Jung-Won
Choi, and others contributed to a
beautiful concert.

Meanwhile, CTS also hosted a
charity golf tournament on the
same day at 1 PM in Irvine, during
which some 100 participated.

CTS plans to use the funds from
the tournament as scholarships to
cover tuition and housing for 12
seminary students in the mission
field, supporting them $100 each
on a monthly basis.

CTS is currently broadcast
through all 24 hours of the day
on channel 2092 on DirecTV. The
broadcast can also be accessed
through their website, www.ct-
samerica.tv, and through the
CTUSA phone application.

Milal to Host ‘Camp AGAPE’
to Serve Those with Disabilities

BY NARAE KIM

Milal Mission will be holding a
service camp for youth with dis-
abilities.

Branches in southern California,
northern California, Seattle, and
Vancouver are among some of the
branches that are coming together
to hold the “Camp AGAPE” that
will be taking place from June
25 to 27, themed, “Let’s See the
World!”

The camp will be taking place at
the University of California, Santa
Barbara. The theme verse for this
year’s camp is “You are the light of
the world,” based on Matthew 5:14.

The mission organizations
PPOG, a worship ministry, and
TRAC, a youth community service
group, will also be participating in
the camp.

“We're planning on having a
feet-washing again, something
we've done and we've been blessed
through since the camp in 2013,”

said one of the Milal organizers.

“We're hoping that the action of
volunteers serving those who are
disabled by personally washing
their feet would allow participants
to experience Christ's love, and
that all would become united as
one body, past the differences of
having disabilities or not.”

Milal Mission is an organization
that focuses on serving those with
disabilities, and holds various pro-
grams including Camp AGAPE,
and Class AGAPE, a free Saturday
school for students with develop-
mental disabilities, helping them
to develop their intellectual and
social abilities. Class AGAPE is
available in Fullerton, Los Ange-
les, East Los Angeles, Irvine, and
Torrance.

The organization also hosts vari-
ous programs for those with hear-
ing disabilities, including sign lan-
guage classes and worship teams.

For more information, visit
www.milalmission.com.
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