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Five South Bay churches worked together to donate new backpacks to students in Lawndale and those under the care of Olive Crest.

(Photo: South Bay Mission Church)

South Bay Churches
Collaborate to Give Back
to the Community

BY RACHAEL LEE

Churches in the South Bay area
in Southern California have come
together yet again this summer to
give back to the community.

South Bay Mission Church,
Shalom Church, Faith Presbyte-
rian Church, Crosslife (the English
ministry of Gardena Presbyterian
Church), and The Branch (the
English ministry of Podowon Bap-
tist Church) have combined ef-

forts to donate 110 new backpacks
to the Lawndale School District,
and 90 new backpacks to Olive
Crest, a non-profit that takes care
of foster care children, which were
delivered in early August.

This is the second summer these
churches have partnered together
for this effort. Pastors of these five
churches have also collaborated
on multiple occasions for other ef-
forts, including going on an over-
seas mission trip together.

New Study Explores Why Religious ‘Nones’ Departed from Religion

Adults identifying themselves as
“religious nones” have increased
over the last few decades, according
to Pew Research Center, and a re-
cent Pew survey explored why they
chose to move away from religion.

About 78 percent of the respon-
dents of the survey said that they
grew up inareligious environment,
but departed from the religion.

Pew received hundreds of dif-
ferent responses when the par-
ticipants were asked to elaborate
in their own words why they left
their religious groups. Though the
responses were diverse, Pew said,

the research center was able to
categorize some responses under
common threads.

Some 36 percent said they were
disenchanted with the religion,
and about 7 percent said they were
not interested in or did not need
religion. Around 7 percent also
said that their views evolved. Only
1 percent said they experienced a
crisis of faith.

Many of the respondents said
that they parted ways with religion
because of its organized ways and
hierarchy. About one in five Amer-
icans held this view.

Others also said that they saw
religion becoming too much like
a business. Some also mentioned
sexual abuse by clergy as one of
the reasons for their leaving their
childhood religion.

Around 18 percent of Americans
said they were unsure about their
religion. Some 7 percent said they
were unaffiliated but religious,
and stated views such as “I be-
lieve in God, but in my own way.”
About 3 percent included those
who said they were spiritual but
not religious, and wanted to seek
“enlightenment.”

About 10 percent of the “reli-
gious nones” said they grew up in
religiously-affiliated homes, but
now said they were inactive in their
religion. Such people were seen to
retain some religious beliefs, but
were not participating in their re-
ligion. Some of them said they did
not go to church, and others said
they had other things to do and
were too busy to attend services at
their respective houses of worship.

Many of those who were disen-
chanted with their religion said
certain reasons such as evolution
made them apprehensive of their

‘Giving Voice to Things that Need to Be Heard’

Hip Hop Artist Aims to
Go Beyond Making Music

BY RACHAEL LEE

The first time Jason Chu heard a
song that resonated with his Asian
American experience was during
his junior year of high school, when
he heard ‘Got Rice?’ by AZN Pride.
The song struck a chord in Chu,
who grew up being homeschooled
and then being surrounded by pri-
marily White and African American
peers in Delaware. Chu eventually
ended up performing the song for
his high school talent show. It was
his first performance in front of an
audience.

“There was something about be-
ing in front of everybody and say-
ing something that resonated with
me,” Chu recalled, saying that in
retrospect, he realized that this ex-
perience was a launching pad to his
current career.

That element of telling relatable
stories is particularly prominent
in his upcoming album. Chu is
set to release his fifth album, ‘Ar-
rivals,” on Friday night with a live
performance at the Pico Union
Project in Los Angeles, the first of
the many ‘Arrivals Story Nights’
he plans to host across the coun-
try. At the Story Nights, Chu and
other musicians -- including Joe
Kye, with whom Chu collaborated
to create ‘Arrivals’ -- will not only
perform some of the songs in the
‘Arrivals’ album, but also listen
to stories from the audience and
perform them on stage through
spontaneous poems and lyrics.

Theideabehind the ‘Story Nights’
aligns with the way Chu perceives
his career, as something more than
just music. By sharing stories, he
hopes listeners who resonate with

them would find healing, and also
be empowered to share their own
journeys.

“I hate celebrity -- it says that
I'm better,” Chu said. “But | want
to let people know that we are you
— we're telling you. It's about your
story. Anytime you see me, you
should be seeing you.”

This philosophy of storytelling
stems from Chu’s Christian faith
and his background in ministry, he
says. Chu had been involved in a
college ministry at Yale University
(which is also his alma mater) and
served as a full-time staff at an in-
ternational church in Beijing. Chu
also studied at Fuller Theological
Seminary.

“Without faith, 1 wouldn't have
cared about people theway | do, and
ministry is all about serving people,”
Chu said. “And the music that | love,
the music that | had been writing —
it was therapeutic and a release for
me, but it couldn’t just be for me. It
had to be for others too.”

Chu’s songs explore some heavy
topics. For instance, a song called
‘Peter’ from his first album ‘Much
Love’ tells the story of a devoted
church-goerwhoalso has questions
about his attraction towards other
males, and unravels some of the in-
ternal and external pressures that
he experiences. In ‘Red Lines’ from
the album ‘Millennials,” Chu opens
up about his own struggle with self-
harm and depression. Chu also
talks of the first time he felt sexual
attraction after looking at what is
presumed to be a Victoria’s Secret
poster of women in lingerie, and his
internal battles with lust and porn
in the song ‘no angels,” also from
the album ‘Millennials.’

(Photo: Jason Chu)

“It'sacomplete lie that silence, or
covering up, makes you stronger,”
Chu said. “The work of sanctifica-
tion and salvation that gets carried
out in our lives through the power
of the Holy Spirit is precisely this
stuff — no longer fearing the dark-
ness. The light in us has overcome
the darkness; hiding the darkness
just gives it more strength. And it's
just like saying that the light is not
enough to overcome it.”

This is also the reason that Chu
said he hopes these topics would
be more widely discussed in the
church. While Chu was involved
in ministry, he said he felt that the
church often thinks of outreach
as events or sprints; but he says
simply having these types of con-
versations make the faith more
relevant to the everyday lives of
congregants and seekers.

“You don't have to be a musi-
cian to be creative and to talk about
abuse or depression,” Chu said.
“You can get creative with your
liturgy, with your Thursday night
youth group. But in order to be
creative, you have to be honest and
fearless.”

“There’s art in discernment and

discipleship, too. Are we creative in
howwe approach these issues, or are
we safe? The opposite of creativity is
safety, because if we just stay safe,
nothing gets created,” he added.

Though Chu himself no longer
serves in ministry in a staff capac-
ity, he says his aim to serve others
is the same, whether within the
church or outside of it, and doing
even more than music. Chu has
partnered with several groups, in-
cluding with government agencies
such as Alameda County and the
White House Initiative on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders
(WHIAAPI) to speak out about
issues such as mental health and
bullying, and with mainstream
media outlets like NBC Asian
America to produce a series on
Asian American musicians and
how their religion affects their mu-
sic, and vice versa.

Chu said these various roles give
him different titles, such as “hip hop
and spoken word artist, as well as a
host and cultural commentator.”

“Internally though, I think of my-
self asaspeaker. It'sall about giving
voice to the things that need to be
heard, always.”

Non-Profit to Host 15th Fair to Help Make the ‘American Dream’ a Reality

For those in the Korean immi-
grant community who have been
wanting to become homeowners
but have hesitated due to low in-
come or bad credit, a non-profit
in Los Angeles hopes to provide
information and resources that
would enable them to buy homes.

That information will be avail-

Local Churches and Ministries

ertisinganddonations I

3 F(213)402-5136

able at Korean Churchesfor Com-
munity Development (KCCD)'s
15th annual homeownership
fair, which will be taking place
on September 10 from 9 AM to
1 PM at Immanuel Presbyterian
Church.

Hyepin Im, the president and
CEO of KCCD, said that many in

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

the Korean community may have
hopes to buy a home some day,
but consider it an impossibility
due to low income or bad credit,
and that a lack of fluency in Eng-
lish often prevents them from ac-
cessing the resources available to
help them realize those hopes to
own a home.

PAsToR JusTIN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039 \
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

The homeownership fair will
feature seminars on the benefits
of homeownership, how to fix or
improve credit score, the resourc-
es available from the government
and banks, and the various special
loan products (such as no down-
payment products) available,
among others.

PasToRr SunG CHANG

Sunday Services: 11 AM & 12:30 PM

religion. Others said “too many
Christians were doing un-Chris-
tian things,” “religion is the opiate
of the people,” or “rational thought
makes religion go out of the win-
dow,” etc.

People who disliked organized
religion said that they saw “reli-
gious groups as more divisive than
uniting,” while some were put off
by “clergy sex abuse scandals.”

The inactive believers “stopped
going to church when [they] went
to college and never picked it back
up. [They were] never super reli-
gious,” Pew stated.

Over 100,000
Gather to Hear
the Gospel at
SoCal Harvest

Evangelist Greg Laurie’s SoCal
Harvest 2016 event was attended
by 105,000 people who gathered
at the Angels’ Stadium in Ana-
heim, CA this weekend.

The mass event drew an audi-
ence of 161,230 people both in
person and online, according to
the Harvest ministry website. The
event featured webcasts for all
three nights.

During this weekend alone,
11,994 people came to Jesus, orga-
nizers say.

Since the annual event started
in 1990, it saw a combined atten-
dance of over 5.6 million, where
some 476,000 made confessions
of faith.

The Harvest gathering was de-
signed for people from all walks of
life, and featured Christian singers
like Phil Wickham, TobyMac, Skil-
let, For King & Country, KB (Kevin
Burgess), and Hollyn (Holly Mill-
er).

On each of the nights, Laurie
spoke for 35 minutes on the issues
of the meaning of life, life after
death, and other questions.

“Everyone needs Jesus -- from
the highest of highs to the lowest
of lows, every man, woman, boy
and girl,” said Laurie.

“You can come to Him and be
forgiven of your sin,” Laurie con-
tinued. “You're either going to say
yes or no, but are you willing to bet
all of eternity on it?”

“I'm just the delivery boy, I'm
just here to get the Good News
out. But it's up to you to decide
what to do with it,” Laurie said.
“Jesus loves you and he said fol-
low me -- that's the choice. You
can walk out of Angels’ Stadium
with all of your sin in the rear-
view mirror.”

SoCal Harvest began as a one-
time event in 1990 but grew to be-
come large-scale events across the
country.

Just six months ago, Laurie
also held a Harvest event in Dal-
las, which was attended by about
350,000 people, according to
Fontana Herald News.

PasTor HAROLD Kim
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One Quarter of American Teens Read the Bible
at Least Once Per Week, Barna Study Says

A new research on teens commis-
sioned by the American Bible Society
and carried out by Barna revealed
that about 70 percent of teenagers in
America own a personal Bible.

One of the remarkable findings of
the survey was that a quarter of teens
read the Bible at least once each week.
Of them, 3 percent read it every day, 11
percent read the Bible several times or
more than 4 times per week, and an-
other 11 percent read it once a week.
Some 37 percent say they never read
the Bible.

“American teens sometimes get a
bad rap as being uninterested or even
anti-faith,” said Arthur Satterwhite,
senior manager at American Bible
Society. “But today’s Teen State of the
Bible report shows that a majority of
America’s teens have respect for and
interest in the Bible.”

The proportion of teenagers who

very rarely read the Bible was small-
er in comparison. About 9 percent
of teenagers said they read it once a
month, while 10 percent managed to
read it only three or four times a year.

As many as 36 percent of teens spent
15-29 minutes reading the Bible, while
22 percent spend 30 to 44 minutes on
it. About 7 percent of the teens read the
Bible for one hour or more. About 31
percent read the text for less than 15
minutes.

A majority of Bible readers (54 per-
cent) said that they read Scripture to
bring them closer to God. Some 12
percent said they read the Bible be-
cause they think they are supposed to,
8 percent said they read it for comfort,
and another 6 percent said they read
the Bible because they need direction
for their lives. About 11 percent said
they read it for other reasons.

A majority (70 percent) of teens read

the Bible in print version, or while at-
tending a small group Bible study (50
percent). About 46 percent use their
cell phones to search for Bible verses,
35 percent searched for the scripture
online, and some 33 percent used a
Bible app on smartphones.

About 16 percent of teens listened to
audio Bibles, and an equal proportion
listen to Bible sermon podcasts.

About 96 percent of practicing Prot-
estants and 67 percent of practicing
Catholics said that the Bible was a
source of hope and guidance for them.
Only 44 percent of non-practicing
Christians agreed with that. A signifi-
cant proportion (35 percent) of teens
said that the Bible helps them to live a
meaningful life.

The survey was conducted on 1,013
teens between the ages of 13 to 17
years old across the US, between May
6 and 23.

Five States Sue Government for Mandating
Doctors to Perform Sex Change Operations

Five states and two organizations
comprising of health care providers
have sued the federal Health and Hu-
man Services over Obamacare regula-
tions which mandate doctors to per-
form sex reassignment surgeries and
procedures, even against their medical
judgment and deeply-held religious
beliefs.

Under the HHS regulations, physi-
cians will be compelled to provide hor-
mone therapy or sex change surgery
despite their moral and conscientious
obligations.

The HHS rules apply to health care
providers who accept federal dollars

from Medicaid and Medicare, and the
providers can be taken to court for re-
ferring the sex change patients to other
doctors.

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton,
who filed the lawsuit on behalf of the
plaintiffs, said that the law is in viola-
tion of “medical judgment and con-
science rights of doctors and health
care professionals across the country.”

The lawsuit represents over 17,000
physicians affiliated with the Francis-
can Alliance Inc., Specialty Physicians
of Illinois LLC, and Christian Medical
& Dental Associations, and from five
states including Kansas, Kentucky,

Nebraska, Texas, and Wisconsin.

“Under the new regulation, a doctor
must perform these procedures even
when they are contrary to the doctor’s
medical judgment and could result in
significant, long-term medical harm,”
the lawsuit states. “Thus, the regula-
tion represents a radical invasion of
the federal bureaucracy into a doctor’s
medical judgment.”

The lawsuit says that many of the
crucial medical decisions such as hys-
terectomy on transgender patients are
called “medical necessity” by the HHS,
thus disregarding individualized medi-
cal advice.

Over 1 Million Children Displaced,
Thousands Malnourished Due to Boko Haram

The Boko Haram insurgency in Af-
rica has left 1.4 million children dis-
placed and another one million ren-
dered vulnerable in remote parts of the
region still occupied by Boko Haram,
according to a recent UNICEF (Unit-
ed Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund) report.

The UN agency has called for funds
to reach the affected children in Nige-
ria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger, which
are marred by violence.

UNICEF said that about 50,000 peo-
ple in the state of Borno alone may die if
they are not given the needed support.

About 2.6 million peopleare currently
displaced in the Lake Chad region, and
about 2.2 million people are still reel-
ing under the control of Boko Haram.
About half of the victims are children
and are in need of immediate aid.

Children suffering from severe acute
malnutrition have increased from
175,000 at the beginning of 2016 to
475,000 at this time of the year. In
northeast Nigeria, about 20,000 chil-
dren are estimated to have separated
from their families. The UN reported
that about 38 children were used as
suicide bombers in the Lake Chad ba-
sin this year.

About 80 percent of the people are
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An anti-| Boko Haram protest took place in London in January of 2015 (Photo Garry Knlght/CC)

staying with extended families and
neighbors, which has put an additional
strain on poor households.

The report cites a case history of
three young girls and their brother
who were separated from their fami-
lies when Boko Haram attacked their
village. The three young girls were tak-
en in by a man named (only first name
given) Francois in Dzawandai village.
They were eventually found by their
mother who searched for her children
in surrounding villages. She also found
her son a year later when shopping for
food in another village. The boy also

was taken care of by a foster family.

“It was natural for me to offer them
shelter,” said Francois. “If one day they
decide to leave, it will be their choice,
but if they decide to stay, my home will
be theirs after I die. They are my family
now.”

The UN agency aims to provide psy-
chological support to half a million chil-
dren affected by the conflict, and send
them to schools. It also aims toreach 4.3
million people with primary health care
services and to make drinking water ac-
cessible to 1.4 million people, among its
several other goals.

Foreign Christians Among the First to Face
Consequences of Russia’s Yarovaya Laws

Russia’'s new ‘Yarovaya' anti-con-
version laws have affected two Chris-
tians -- both of whom are the first
victims to have faced punishment
for evangelizing, and are also foreign
citizens. One of the victims is a US
Baptist preacher Donald Ossewaarde,
and the other is a Ghanaian Protes-
tant Ebenezer Tuah.

Ossewaarde was detained in the city
of Oryol, about 223 miles from Mos-
cow, and was fined 40,000 roubles
for hosting services at his home, and
handing out tracts inviting people to
study the scriptures. He carried out
missionary activity without submitting
written notice to authorities, according
to the judge who prosecuted him. Os-
sewaarde does not represent any reli-
gious association.

His lawyers gave a brief to the me-
dia, which stated in part:

“The court refused to allow time for
Donald’s lawyers to come from Mos-
cow for the initial hearing, and then
provided a lawyer to him. In a ‘confi-
dential conversation’ after the hearing,
this court appointed lawyer advised

him to accept the verdict and pay the
fine without appeal. Then he said that
it would be better for the American to
leave the city, because anything might
happen to him and his family.”

Ossewaarde’s family has left for the
US, but Ossewaarde has stayed back to
appeal his case.

Tuah, who leads the Christ Embassy
Church, was arrested at the sanato-
rium where he was baptizing individu-
als in Moscow’s Tver district.

He also posted information about
his beliefs on the internet for prosely-
tizing, and was fined 50,000 roubles.
He had no registered documentation
for the group.

In the court proceedings, a “special-
ist” said that the videos of his group
events taken from the sanatorium’s
cameras show that his activities cor-
responded to “the definition of mis-
sionary activity, since the very fact of
baptism is evidence that that preach-

ing and missionary activity are being
carried out in front of people who are
not part of this religious group.”

The judge, then, found him guilty
of “activity aimed at disseminating
information on his beliefs among non-
participants (members, followers) of
a religious association, in order to in-
volve these persons in the religious as-
sociation.” Tuah is likely to appeal the
sentence.

Aleksandr Yakimov, leader of a
Pentecostal community in the town
of Mari-Turek, has also been charged
with similar offenses.

The detainments were carried out
after a legislation banning evangeli-
zation outside of authorized religious
establishments was passed by the gov-
ernment in July.

Religious and human rights activ-
ists say that these are attempts by the
state to clamp down on religious free-
dom.

Christianity Daily will not be issued next week.
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8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
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4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
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830 AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

asbyterian Church
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