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Dr. Scott Lemenager (left), Dr. Daniel Newman (center), and Rev. Kisup Kim (right) were among the speakers during the one-day
seminar hosted by the Evangelical Church Alliance for Korean immigrant church pastors on August 20.

‘Your Labor Is Not in Vain’
Pastors Encouraged to Persevere

BY RACHAEL LEE

The Evangelical Church Alliance
(ECA) hosted a seminar for Ko-
rean immigrant church pastors on
August 20 at Light of Love Mission
Church in Pasadena, with speakers
from various Korean churches as
well as some non-Korean speak-
ers such as Dr. Scott Lemenager
from the ECA and Dr. Daniel New-
man from Azusa Pacific University
(APU).

Speakers shared personal stories
of the struggles they have faced
while being in ministry, and en-
couraged the attendees to continue
persevering,.

For Lemenager, who serves as
the special assistant to the presi-
dent and as the clerk of the stan-
dards and credentials committee in
the ECA, ministry has taken mul-
tiple shapes and forms throughout
the years, and it didn’t always look
the way he expected. When he and
his wife went to the Urbana Confer-
ence in 1979, for instance, they felt
compelled to become missionaries
to Native Americans, he shared
during one of the main sessions of

the one-day seminar. But to this
day, he and his wife still have not
had the chance to directly minister
to Native Americans.

Instead, Lemenager has minis-
tered in different ways, as he has
served as the father of not only
10 biological children but also 14
foster children and 10 foreign ex-
change students, and has served in
four different denominations, with
experience as a presbytery clerk in
the Presbyterian Church of Ameri-
ca (PCA).

“We realized calling is not re-
stricted to a particular people or
place. God will make a way for you
to take care of all of your needs and
also allow you to minister in what-
ever place you are at.”

“There is no small ministry with
the Lord,” he added, encouraging
pastors to remain faithful.

Daniel Newman, who has also
had experience serving as a pastor
of aKorean immigrant church, gave
a brief word of encouragement and
commended the pastors for perse-
vering under the difficulties of serv-
ing at immigrant churches.

“Your labor is not in vain; the

Lord sees you,” said Newman.

Rev. Kisup Kim, the senior pas-
tor of L.A. Sarang Community
Church, was also one of the main
speakers in the morning session,
during which he shared the les-
sons he learned during his many
years as an associate pastor. Pre-
vious to his current position as a
senior pastor, Kim had served 10
years as an associate pastor at a
church in Australia, and 10 years
as an associate pastor at Sarang
Community Church in Anaheim.
He encouraged pastors, no mat-
ter what position or title they may
hold, to continually have an open
mind and a teachable heart, and
to always have ownership over the
church and each specific depart-
ment as if they were “on interview
with God” each day.

Meanwhile, some 400 out of
2,000 credentialed pastors in the
ECA are those of a minority ethnic
group, most of whom are Korean,
said Lemenager. The ECA is an al-
liance of ministers that ordains and
credentials ministers but also ac-
cepts ministers of other denomina-
tions.

Korean Churches to Host
‘Heal Our Land’
Intercessory Prayer Gathering

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

The multi-ethnic prayer gathering
that was hosted by Korean churches
last November at the Anaheim Con-
vention Center is taking place once
again, this year on October 23 at 5
PM at the same location.

Over the years, Korean churches
have played a supporting role and
participated in various prayer
movements including in Billy Gra-
ham’s evangelistic event in 2004,
the multi-ethnic prayer gathering
that took place at the Rose Bowl
in 2011, the multi-ethnic prayer
gathering that took place in the
Verizon Wireless Amphitheater in
2014, and the Azusa Now prayer
gathering which took place earlier
this year. However, last year, Ko-
rean churches in Orange County
hosted their own large-scale
prayer gathering for the first time
and invited leaders of other ethnic
groups to join. This year will be the
second such event.

Organizers said that the prayer
meeting will be focused on repen-
tance and revival in America ac-
cording to the theme, ‘Heal Our
Land, but added that they will
also pray for the November elec-

tions, which is one of the reasons
the prayer meeting will be held in
late October this year as opposed
to in November.

Representatives of several Ko-
rean Christian organizations were
present at a press conference re-
garding the prayer gathering that
took place at Grace Ministries In-
ternational on August 18, includ-
ing Rev. Paul Kihong Han, former
president of the Korean Christian
Council in America (KCCA); Rev.
Ezra Kang, the president of Jesus
Awakening Movement for Ameri-
ca/All Nations (JAMA); and repre-
sentatives from the Council of Ko-
rean Churches in Orange County,
SOON Movement, Fire Crusade,
Here I Am Youth Movement
(HYM), and others. Leaders of oth-
er ethnic groups, including African
American, Latino, Arab, and White
leaders who participated in last
year’s event were also present.

Last year, organizers estimated
that some 3,500 attended the
‘Heal Our Land’ prayer gathering.
Rev. Ezra Kang said that organiz-
ers are hoping some 6,000 will at-
tend this year, and particularly that
second generation Korean Ameri-
can church members and leaders
would participate.
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Organizers of the ‘Heal Our Land’ prayer gathering hosted a press conference at Grace

Ministries International on August 18.

Jesus Retreat’ Celebrates 30 Years, With Hopes to Raise More Leaders

A retreat for Korean American
youth in the Korean immigrant
churches of the Reformed Church
of America (RCA) in the New York
region took place from August 14
to 17 in Pennsylvania.

Called the ‘Jesus Retreat,” the
event for young Korean Ameri-
cans from 6th to 12th grades in
the Korean immigrant church
began in 1986, making this the
3oth summer that the retreat will
be taking place. Starting this year,
all of the organizing staff of the
retreat were either ‘1.5 genera-
tion’ or second generation Korean

American leaders.

Over the past 30 years of its his-
tory, the Jesus Retreat has built
up leaders who went on to be-
come organizers and staff of the
retreat.

Paul Lee, a pastor who currently
serves as a staff of the retreat, has
never missed a retreat since the
first one in 1986. All of the other
staff are also former attendees of
the Jesus Retreat.

“Initially, the purpose of the
Jesus Retreat was just to come
together and worship, and that
in itself was a blessing,” said Lee.

“The many blessings that I've re-
ceived through this retreat has
made me who I am, which is why
I'm so thankful for it and which
is why I have a big vision for this
retreat.”

Organizers of the Jesus Retreat
also expressed hopes that the re-
treat would be a channel through
which many Korean American
pastors and seminarians would
be raised up. They shared that
they hope to have scholarship
programs for Korean American
seminary students in the near fu-
ture.

When Looking for a New Church,
Most Americans Are Attracted by Preaching

A vast majority (83 percent) of
Americans are most influenced
by the preaching when searching
for a new church, according to a
recent report by Pew Research
Center, which focused on how
often and why people choose to
move to a new church.

About 50 percent of American
adults said that they had searched
for a new congregation at least
at one point in their lives, most
of whom cited moving to a new
home as the reason for moving to
a different church.

Some 79 percent of American
adults looking for a church said
that feeling welcomed by lead-
ers was the next most important
factor, other than preaching, in
choosing a new congregation.

Style of services (74 percent)
and location (70 percent) were
other crucial elements in the
choice of a new worship place.

Local Churches and Ministries
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Education for kids (56 percent),
having friends or family in the
congregation (48 percent), and
availability of volunteering op-
portunity (42 percent) were other
reasons considered important by
those looking for a new congrega-
tion.

Only 19 percent said that they
moved to a new church because
of some theological reason or any
dissatisfaction at the previous
house of worship.

About 85 percent of the people
looking for a new church attended
the service first-hand before mak-
ing a decision to join a church,
while 70 percent had done so on
recommendation of members of
congregation or friends. Some 55
percent had spoken with clergy at
the new church.

Only 37 percent had looked for
the church information online be-
fore making the decision, while 19

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

percent had called the church.

About 28 percent of Americans
said that finding a new church
was not easy, and nearly 40 per-
cent said they were not happy
with at least one characteristic of
the new church. Some 26 percent
had theological differences with
the church they tried to join.

Accessibility of churches (24
percent) was a factor which made
it difficult for the new attendants
to make it regularly to the church.
Some 23 percent of the people
were not satisfied with the fel-
lowship at the new congregations
they considered at some point in
their lives.

The findings of this report were
based on Pew’s Religious Land-
scape Study in 2014, which inter-
viewed over 35,000 adults over
the phone. An additional 3,000
people were added to further ex-
plore these religious trends.

PAsToR JusTIN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039 \
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

for one another.

Greg Laurie to Share Message
of Hope at ‘SoCal Harvest’

BY RACHAEL LEE

SoCal Harvest, one of the largest
evangelistic events in the country
that is also known as the Harvest
Crusades, will be taking place from
August 26 to 28 for the 277th year at
the Angels’ Stadium in Anaheim.

Led by pastor Greg Laurie of
Harvest Christian Fellowship,
the three-night event has gener-
ally drawn tens of thousands of
people each night. Earlier this year
in March, Laurie hosted another
evangelistic event called Harvest
America in Arlington, TX, which
drew some 82,000 people.

“Most church services are de-
signed for worship, Bible study, or
spiritual growth. We wanted to do
an event that was designed, begin-
ning to end, for a nonbeliever, so
we could present what it is to be
a Christian, who Jesus is, what he
said, and how to come into a rela-

PasToRr SunG CHANG

Sunday Services: 11 AM & 12:30 PM

tionship with him,” Laurie told the
Los Angeles Times regarding when
Harvest Crusades first began.

Laurie said that through the
Harvest Crusades, he hopes to
tell messages of “hope and turn-
ing to God and putting your faith
in Him,” and to remind attendees
that God “gets you through the
hardest times of life, [and] makes
you stronger as a result,” he told
the Christian Post in 2014.

Thisyear’s SoCal Harvest will fea-
ture performances from musicians
including Phil Wickham, for King
& Country, Chris Tomlin, tobyMac,
and others, and messages from
Greg Laurie on questions such as
“What is the meaning of life?” and
“What happens when we die?”

More than 5.6 million have at-
tended Harvest events since its
beginnings in 1990, the organizers
say, and over 470,000 have made
professions of faith.

PasTor HAROLD Kim
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Federal Facilities Directed to Grant Access to
Bathrooms According to Gender Identity

BY RACHAEL LEE

Several monthsafterthe Department
of Education and the Department of
Justice issued a directive saying that
public schools must allow students to
use the bathroom according to their
gender identity, another federal agency
has followed suit, extending that direc-
tive to federal buildings.

The General Services Administration
issued the notice on Thursday, saying,
“Federal agencies occupying space un-
der the jurisdiction, custody, or control
of GSA must allow individuals to use
restroom facilities and related areas
consistent with their gender identity.”

The notice also prohibits the fed-
eral buildings from requiring trans-
gender individuals to use single-user
restrooms, or only allowing transgen-
der individuals who have undergone
medical procedures to use restrooms
according to gender identity.

This new directive from the GSA will
apply to some 9,200 federal facilities
such as the Social Security Administra-
tion offices and courthouses in more
than 2,000 cities across the country.

The initial directive issued by the

Department of Education and the De-
partment of Justice in May said that
bathroom access according to gender
identity is required because the two
agencies interpret the word “sex” in
the non-discrimination clause of the
education code to mean “gender iden-
tity.”

Similarly, a GSA official told NBC
News that the GSA’s notice was issued

“to clarify that discrimination on the
basis of gender identity is prohibited
as sex discrimination.”

More than 20 states have sued the
Department of Education and the De-
partment of Justice since May, argu-
ing that the agencies ignored the leg-
islative process in issuing the directive
and that the action was an overreach of
power.

A photo of restroom signs at Charlotte Airport taken in 2009. A new federal directive requires federal
facilities to grant access to restrooms according to gender identity. (Photo: Francesco Mucio/CC)

Target Announces Plan to Spend $20 Million
to Add More Single-Use Restrooms

Target has said it plans to spend
$20 million to expand its bathroom
facilities, months after itannounced its
new restroom policy accommodating
transgender individuals.

In April the company said that it
will allow people to use the bathroom
according to their gender identity.
This policy was objected by many,
as an online petition started by the
American Family Association (AFA)
to boycott Target received over 1.4
million signatures.

Target will now add single-toilet re-
strooms which can be used by those
people who want privacy or those with
small children, a spokesman said on
August 17.

The AFA met with Target top offi-
cials and recommended the company
to provide unisex bathrooms for trans-
gender people, in addition to male and
female restrooms already being pro-
vided. But Target did not agree with
the AFA’s suggestion.

Cathy Smith, Chief Financial Offi-
cer at Target, told reporters at a press
conference: “It’s clear that some of our
guests like and some dislike our inclu-
sive bathroom policy.”

“Some of our guests clearly are un-
comfortable with our policy,” she add-
ed.

The company said that its main aim
is to create an environment at Target
which is perceived as safe by its cus-
tomers.

However, Target is not changing its
earlier bathroom policy permitting the
use of restrooms in accordance with
gender identity.

Targethasabout1,800storesaround
the country, out of which some 1,500
already have single-stall restrooms. By
the end of this year most will have such
separate facilities, and the remaining
Target locations will be re-equipped by
early 2017.

In July, a man who identifies as a
woman was arrested for taking pic-

tures of a woman changing in an ad-
jacent stall in one of lIdaho's Target
malls. He was charged with felony and
faces up to 5 years in prison.

Protesters in San Antonio, Texas,
demonstrated outside Target last
week, holding placards such as, “Men
don’t belong in the Ladies room,” and
“Don’t Target our daughters,” accord-
ing to local news reports.

One protester Norma Reyna said:
“I've got nieces and nephews, and,
nieces especially, and I'd be appalled
if a man was ever in a restroom with
them ... I would be afraid to let them go
in there by themselves, so I'm walking
away from Target altogether.”

Another protester Craig Cihak said
that he is not against transgender peo-
ple, but against the bathroom policy.

“1 love transgenders; | love all peo-
ple, but I think it's not fair to put them
in this situation, and we want also the
other reason is to keep our boys and
girls safe,” he said.

Asia Bibi’s Last Appeal Date Against
Alleged Blasphemy Charges Set for October

Asia Bibi, a Pakistani Christian who
faces a death sentence for alleged
blasphemy charges, will appear in
her last appeal to Pakistan’s Supreme
Court in October.

The hearing is the last legal option
left for her to overturn the death pen-
alty by hanging, according to the re-
ligious freedom organization Interna-
tional Christian Concern (ICC).

She was sentenced to death by a
local court in 2010 under Pakistan’s
blasphemy laws.

In 2009, an argument ensued be-
tween Bibi and a group of Muslim
women when she drank from the
same water as them.

She was accused of blasphem-
ing, which she denied. But she was
detained and arrested after the inci-
dence.

Her high courtappeals were delayed

several times, and finally in October,
2014, one of the two judges confirmed
her death sentence. But subsequently,
she was granted an opportunity for le-
gal review.

Her petition was accepted by the
Supreme Court to be reviewed in July
2015. Her lawyer had said he hoped
that the court would acquit Bibi.

Bibi's lawyer, Saif-ul-Malook, told
the ICC: “I will appear before the
Supreme Court of Pakistan and ar-
gue her case while she will remain in
prison.”

“I hope the result will be an acquit-
tal,” Saif-ul-Malook added.

If Bibi's appeal is rejected by the Su-
preme Court, only a presidential par-
don can stop the execution.

Human rights groups in Pakistan
say that the country’s blasphemy laws
are used to persecute minorities.

According to BBC News, her five
children and husband are living in
hiding because of death threats from
fundamentalists. Also, many have
pledged to kill her if she is released
from prison.

She told her family when they vis-
ited her on Christmas Day last year:
“Jesus made this happy day for me
and has accepted my prayers. I'm ex-
cited and full of joy in meeting today
my family and celebrate Christmas
with you.”

“Today [Dec. 24] is also the birth
of the Islamic prophet Muhammad.
Peace be upon him, on this day. Hon-
estly, I could never even think of dis-
respect,” said Bibi, according to the
Christian Post.

Bibi added: “But, although | have
been in prison for seven years, | do
not hate those who did me wrong.”

China’s Zhejiang Province
Bans Prayer and Preaching in Hospitals

Chinese authorities in the eastern
province of Zhejiang have banned all
religious and prayer-related activities
in hospitals, according to a report from
Radio Free Asia. The pastorswill no lon-
ger be allowed to visit hospitals to pray
for the sick and preach in hospitals.

A notice to stop conducting religious
activities and praying was put up last
week in Central Hospital at Wenzhou,
the Radio Free Asia report says. The
city of Wenzhou is also referred to as
the “Jerusalem of China” because of its
high concentration of churches. It has
been the focal point of evangelism in
China over the last few decades.

The hospital where the rule was im-
plemented was established as a Protes-
tant hospital.

“Religious activities in hospitals have
never been encouraged ... but some
people have been doing it on the quiet,
which is understandable, seeing that we

are all here to support patients,” a hos-
pital employee told Radio Free Asia.

“Some people were really giving it
their all, praying aloud and reading out
the Bible,” the employee said. “That’s
not allowed.”

“The order is shown to patients
when they are admitted to hospital
telling them that no religious activities
are permitted in the hospital,” she con-
tinued. “If they do that here, then the
nurses and doctors will have a word
with them.”

According to Bob Fu, the founder
of China Aid, the Zhejiang rule will be
extended to the northern part of Inner
Mongolia and the province of Anhui.

“The Chinese government is taking
its persecution of religious believers to
another level,” he told RFA.

Recently, the state government in
Pingyang county near Wenzhou imple-
mented a new law requiring churches

to hand over all their tithes and income
to the authorities.

The measureswere seenasan effort by
the government to rein in Christianity.

In April, Chinese president Xi Jinping
held a conference on religious freedom
to express his views on religions and
how they must be practiced in China.

He said that the groups shall “dig
deep into doctrines and canons that
are in line with social harmony and
progress, and favorable for the build-
ing of a healthy and civilized society,
and interpret religious doctrines in a
way that is conducive to modern Chi-
na’s progress and in line with our ex-
cellent traditional culture.”

He added that the authorities must
unite religious and non-religious peo-
ple, and “guide those religious to love
their country, protect the unification of
their motherland and serve the overall
interests of the Chinese nation.”
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11:15 AM PasTtor KeiTH PARK
Children’s Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM

Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T. (714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

Sunday Services:9AM, 11AM,and2PM  PAsTORS DAvID LEE &

Youth Services: S
UNG HonG
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 5. Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 &
T.(310) 530-4040 B
www.cornerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHoI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

0 .

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Pastor Tim PARk

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM

Children’s Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

angelical Free L
urch DiamondBar ™

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTtor JAmES Kwak

Children’s & Youth Services: 10:30 AM
H\iﬁay Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

PasToR RONNIE PARK
od Stewards Church ;1 «

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 L
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&
=

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM
Children’s and Youth Services:
11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM Pastor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032 :
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org 1

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PasTor PHIL Kim

Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

mmunity Church

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org

Sunday Services: Pastor PauL Kim

830 AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

asbyterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org

o g "‘ ]
<Oy

Sunday Services: 1 PM Pastor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

store Fellowship

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006

T.(213) 487-3920/ Jad . 2
(213) www.ladongsan.com a6 “J

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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“THE EXCITING APPEAL OF ELANTRA SPORT”

vionths Closed End Leasae. 53,999 Due
At Signing, 3500 Lease Cash, $500
Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military
Rebate, 3400 College Grad Rebate, On

Approved Credit. 12,000milefvear

NEW _ “DESIGN RENEWED BY INNOVATION”

2016 Hyunoai SONATA
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Lease It For s
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All In Stock With Wltll
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£500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate
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