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Some 270 youth attended the recent Truth Matters Conference that took place at Church Everyday in Northridge, CA.

‘Truth Matters Conference’:
Equipping Youth to Defend Faith

BY RACHAEL LEE

How can youth students wisely
navigate discussions about reli-
gion, morality, and ethics when
confronted by their peers or even
older figures such as teachers?
What are some habits that could
help them to maintain their faith
even when they are faced with
doubts?

These are among the questions
that the recent Truth Matters Con-
ference, which took place from
April 1-3 at Church Everyday,
aimed to answer.

This third Truth Matters Con-
ference was different from the pre-
vious two in that it wasn’t outright
focused on apologetics themes,
but was focused more on equip-
ping youth students on living out
their lives as Christians.

Pastor Kevin Yi, who has been
serving as the youth pastor at
Church Everyday for 13 years, said
one of the reasons the staff decid-
ed to shift the focus this year was
that there was a shift in the kinds
of questions they received from
their youth students.

“Whereas before, youth stu-
dents asked a lot of questions
about apologetics, recently, their
questions have been more about
morality and ethics,” Yi shared.

“For example, they would ask
questions like, ‘My friend is gay
— how do | engage with him as a
Christian friend?”

Looking at the conference long
term as well, Yi said he hopes each
conference will touch on differ-
ent topics that are relevant at that
time, and that it will be a space for
youth to be trained and equipped
to grow as a Christian.

“l felt like the youth students
sometimes get too dependent on
the emotional highs they get from
summer or winter retreats,” said
Yi. “Thinking in the long term, |
wanted them to be equipped and
trained so that they can apply their
faith into their daily lives as they go
into college and become working
adults. And my hope is that their
faith would also be more consis-
tent, rather than volatile.”

Michael Sherrard, the direc-
tor of Ratio Christi College Prep,
first discussed how to defend faith
through respectful interactions.
Christians can respect others well
by “living well,” “being prepared,”
“using appropriate tactics,” and
“pbeing humble,” Sherrard said,
addressing an audience of some
270 youth students.

“As an apologist and pastor, I lis-
ten and ask more questions than |
make statements,” Sherrard said.

Asking questions such as, “How
did you come to that conclusion?”
or “How would you resolve that
evil?” helps to allow the other per-
son to examine whether his or her
own conclusions have good logic
or evidence, he explained.

When faced with a question that
has a difficult or unknown answer,
Sherrard advised against saying
something like, “You shouldn’t
have to know the answer to that;
just have faith,” and instead en-
couraged Christians to be able to
admit that they don’t know the
answer.

“You will never know all of the
answers, and you don’'t have to
know everything to effectively
share what is true,” Sherrard said.
“People don't need experts; they
need people who will respect and
love them.”

The conference also featured
sessions focusing on topics such as
engaging with the issue of homo-
sexuality, how a Christian world-
view presents the best explanation
of reality, how to be an influence to
culture, and how to contend for the
Christian faith. Caleb Kaltenbach,
author of ‘Messy Grace’ and lead
pastor of Discovery Church, and
Greg Koukl, adjunct professor of
Christian apologetics at Biola Uni-
versity, also spoke at the event.

OC Community Joins
Sa-Rang Church for
Easter Celebrations

BY RACHAEL LEE

Sa-Rang Community Church in
Anaheim, CA, held its annual ‘Eas-
ter Hope Festival’ on March 26
during which over 2,000 individu-
als of the surrounding community
came and enjoyed various services
including free health screenings,
free haircuts, one dollar sales,
family photos, various cuisines,
free nail art, face painting, arts
and crafts, live music, and more. A
sermon about the Easter story was
also preached during the event.

About 1,000 members from the
church volunteered at the event,
and many of the 60 booths were
taken on by specific small groups
in the Holy Wave ministry (the
English speaking congregation of
Sa-Rang). Groups of church mem-
bers could be seen walking around
and praying for visitors from the
community.

“I'm glad that | get to celebrate
Easter by coming to this event,”
said Curtis Gamble, who is cur-
rently homeless and works to
help other homeless individuals
to receive the care and shelter they
need. This year was his first time at
the Easter Hope Festival, but he has
been to another event hosted by the
church a couple of years back.

“The people here just make you
feel so comfortable,” Gamble said.

This annual event began eight
years ago with a pastor’s convic-
tion for the church to proactively
serve members of the surrounding
community. Since then, the event
has grown in scale and members
of the community are well aware
of the festival. Many expectantly
wait for the event each year.

“I've been coming to this event
for four years now,” said Mike
Toney, a resident of Cypress who
works as a custodian at Knott Av-
enue Christian Church. “I love the
warmth of the people, it just makes
you feel really happy. People pray
for you and just make you feel so
welcome. It's an event | really look
forward to every year.”

But for those who may not know
of the event, volunteers from Sa-
Rang go out into the community
two to three weeks before the event
to hang door posts on people’s
door knobs, and place post cards
on car windows, inviting them to
the event.

“Our main goal is to show them
the love of Christ,” said Sunny
Park, the young adults pastor of
the Holy Wave ministry. “That’s
why we want to pray for them --
we want to pray for those who are
sick, and encourage those who are
broken hearted. And ultimately,
we want the lost to hear the gospel
message.”

Interview with Asian American Pastors, XXX:
‘We Must Love as God Loves’

BY RACHAEL LEE

“l want to pass on the baton to
young people, so that they can
pick it up and run —and I'll be the
cheerleader,” said Pastor Young
Chae, as he started waving his
hands animatedly, continuing,
“l just envision myself saying to
them, ‘“You can do it! Go John! Go
Steve!l” And them saying to me,
‘Thank you Pastor Young for be-
lieving in me.” That's what | envi-
sion. | want to provide whatever
I can so that they can run for the
glory of God.”

Chae is the senior pastor of
YeshUSAhm Church in Garden
Grove, CA, which he planted in
January of 2015. The church cur-
rently has about 20 first genera-
tion Korean adults, and about 20
English-speaking, Korean Ameri-
can youth and young adults.

One of his primary passions,
however, lie with building up and
investing in the next generation.

His heart for young people actu-
ally began during his military ca-
reer, Chae shared. Chae was an ac-
tive duty soldier in the U.S. Army
for 23 years, which included a 14-
month deployment to Iraq.

“Being a military man, | always
worked with young people. The
military is filled with young peo-
ple,” Chae said. “The young people
are the most active soldiers, and

Local Churches and Ministries

3 F(213)402-5136

ertisinganddonations T

they're the heartbeat of the mili-
tary.”

While working with them, he
said he had a passion to motivate
them and guard them so that they
can perform even better than he
did.

“They'’re much smarter and
much more well-informed, with so
much more energy and even more
integrity,” Chae said. “I think they
can really make this world a much
better place than the world that |
inherited.”

One way he tries to invest in
young people today as a pastor
is through discipleship trainings,
which are held once each week on
Saturdays.

Professors from Biola Univer-
sity’s Talbot School of Theology
— Chae’s alma mater — are invited
to discuss questions about the end
times, apologetics, and theology,
among other things.

“They have a lot of questions,”
Chae said referring to the young
people he has encountered. Ye-
shUSAhm also has a section in
its church website in which visi-
tors can ask questions about their
faith.

“The majority of the questions
are about things like dealing with
sin, how to get eternal life, and
the end times,” Chae explained.
Through discipleship trainings
like the ones he hosts on Satur-

Sunday Celebration Services: 9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 92612
T. (949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

days, and through personal rela-
tionships, Chae said, “I try to help
them find those answers. I try to
help them as biblically as possible,
so that they can solve those prob-
lems.”

But youth and young adults
have more than intellectual crav-
ings, Chae said. They crave love.

When asked what the best way
is to engage with young people, he
responded, “We have to love them
just like God loved us. We have to
love them unconditionally, and
they will come back to us.”

“Whenthereisalack oflove, they
go astray and look elsewhere, out-
side of churches, families, schools,
to look for that love,” Chae said. “If
the church, or the family, or the
school, do not have love, they are
not interested.”

That'’s easy to say, but how does
Chae live that out personally?

Interestingly, he said, “I tell
them like itis.”

“l do not paint any pretty picture
of how they are at the given mo-
ment,” Chae said.

But, he added, “I embrace them
unconditionally as well.”

The young people don't seek a
love that just covers things up, but
one that knows their flaws, but still
chooses to love, Chae explained.

Chae also sends them Bible
verses from time to time, he said.
Though he as a pastor may have

PasToR JusTIN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T. (818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

Pastor Young Chae is the senior pastor of YeshUSAhm Church, which is currently lo-
cated in Garden Grove, CA.

limited influence in a person’s life,
he believes that continued expo-
sure to the Bible has the power to
continually transform their lives.

“Scripture has the power to
change lives,” he explained. “I've
seen this through the lives of so
many young people through the
years, and Scripture has changed
my own life as well.”

This is the ultimate result that
Chae hopes to see through teach-
ing and loving these young people
and every person that he minis-
ters to: that their lives would be
changed.

“When | decided to plant our
church after praying and fasting

Pastor SuNG CHANG

Sunday Services: 11 AM & 12:30 PM

11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
T. (562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com

about it, the Lord gave me three
things to focus on,” he said. “First,
to focus on Jesus alone; second, to
focus on faith alone; and third, to
focus on love alone.”

“Instead of just going to church
every Sunday and just going
through the motions of Christian
life, I want us to live the life that
God wants us to live. I want the
church to impact the world with
the gospel of Jesus Christ. When
people come to our church, | want
their lives to be transformed and
sanctified so that they could serve
the Lord inthe way that He desires,
not just in the way that seems right
to them.”

Pastor HAROLD Kim
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Mississippi Governor Signs Comprehensive
Religious Freedom Bill

BY CHRISTINE KIM

Mississippi’s Republican Gov. Phil
Bryant signed a religious freedom bill
into law on Tuesday.

HB 1523, also known as the “Pro-
tecting Freedom of Conscience from
Government Discrimination Act,” was
approved by the House and Senate
earlier last week.

Though several religious freedom
bills have been voted on in several
state legislatures, Mississippi’s bill has
been met with particular controversy
because it reaches farther than any
other religious freedom bill has before.
Not only does the bill protect clergy
and churches from hosting same-sex
marriages and private religious orga-
nizations from hiring individuals who
do not share the same beliefs, among
other things, but it also allows state
employees to refuse to provide mar-
riage licenses or perform marriages
that are against their religious beliefs.

The bill also explicitly protects the
religious beliefs that: “(a) Marriage is
or should be recognized as the union of
one man and one woman; (b) Sexual

relations are properly reserved to such
a marriage; and (c) Male (man) or fe-
male (woman) refer to an individual’s
immutable biological sex as objectively
determined by anatomy and genetics
at time of birth.”

Bryant said he signed the bill to
“protect sincerely held religious beliefs
and moral convictions of individuals,
organizations and private associations
from discriminatory action by state
government,” according to a statement
released on Twitter.

Opponents say that it sanctions
discrimination against LGBT people.
Representatives from ACLU said that
they were “deeply disturbed.”

“Freedom of religion is one of our
most fundamental rights as Ameri-
cans, but that freedom does not give
any of us the right to harm or mistreat
others,” ACLU of Mississippi Executive
Director Jennifer Riley-Collins said in
an email to the Clarion-Ledger.

In contrast, supporters of the mea-
sure say that the law protects those
who want to abide by their religious
beliefs about marriage.

“This bill strikes an important bal-

\

(Photo: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture / Wiki-
media / CC) Mississippi Governor Phil
Bryant.

ance that recognizes the new reali-
ties created by the Supreme Court’s
Obergefell decision — legalizing same-
sex marriage nationwide — while of-
fering reasonable accommodations
for citizens whose sincerely held moral
and religious beliefs remain opposed
to such practices,” the Southern Bap-
tist Convention’s Ethics and Religious
Liberty Commission research assis-
tant Josh Wester and director of policy
studies Andrew Walker wrote in an ar-
ticle titled, “Will Mississippi Lead the
Way?” urging Gov. Bryant to sign the
bill.

The law is set to go into effect by
July 1.

Evangelicals Least Engaged in Presidential
Campaign, Barna Group Study Finds

Evangelicals are least likely to closely
follow the 2016 campaign, according to
a national survey, the results of which
were released on March 24.

The study, conducted by Barna
Group, divided respondents into five
faith groups according to their reli-
gious beliefs and found that those
who identified as evangelical Christian
were the least engaged at this point in
the presidential race.

20 percent of evangelical Christians
said they’re following the campaign
“very closely,” while voters who identi-
fied with other faith groups -- Judaism,
Islam, Buddhism, as well as those who
identified as religious skeptics such as
atheists, agnostics, and unaffiliated --

reported higher levels of engagement
at 41 percent and 36 percent, respec-
tively.

Barna Group’s survey also found that
while evangelical Christians are least
likely to follow news about the election
“very closely,” they are the most likely
to believe that the results of this year’s
presidential elections are “extremely
important to the future of the United
States” at 78 percent.

Unlike the pattern seen in the past
four presidential elections, Catholic
voters were found to have reported
following the race more closely than
Protestants.

“...it's certainly surprising to see this
segment delay their focus on the race

... a group that is waiting to see what
happens with the nominating process
before devoting a greater mind share
to election news,” George Barna, an
analyst for the 2016 election polling,
commented according to the Barna
Group.

“They are conscious of what is hap-
pening but not yet fully focused. We
expect to see their attentiveness climb
substantially over the next few months,”
he expressed.

This research was conducted
through an online poll from January
28 through February 4, 2016 by Barna
Group with a nationally representa-
tive sample of 869 registered voters of
adults 18 and older.

Canada Closes Office of Religious Freedom

The new liberal Canadian govern-
ment has decided it will no longer
fund the office of religious freedom,
and allowed it to close at the end of last
month.

Since November, when the Liberal
Party of Canada came to power, it indi-
cated that the office’s funding will not be
renewed after it expired.

The office was set up by the Conser-
vative Party when it was in power in
2013, and was managed by a few em-
ployees with a $5 million budget. The
department promoted religious free-
dom and tolerance worldwide through
education and youth movements.

The organization has worked to dis-
tribute children’s books to promote
pluralism among Bangladeshi children
in collaboration with Aga Khan Foun-

dation, documented injustices faced by
non-Muslims in Pakistan, and engaged
with youth in Irag, Lebanon, and Syria
to increase inter-religious dialogue to
promote religious freedom.

The office of religious freedom also
incorporated Holocaust awareness
events and genocide prevention into
international educational curricula,
conducted exchange programs to
bring together Ukrainian youth from
different ethnic and religious back-
grounds, mediated conflict in Nigeria’s
Plateau State, and promoted journal-
ist sensitivity in Myanmar to combat
hate speech and religious intolerance,
among its many other programs.

However, the new government led
by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has
indicated that it will take a non-reli-

gious approach towards human rights,
but has not yet stated any new projects
or offices.

“We now have one less strong part-
ner and one less voice for religious
freedom,” Katrina Lantos Swett, com-
missioner of the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom, told
WORLD Magazine. “This is a very un-
fortunate message to send out to the
rest of the world at this time.”

Former Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, who established the
office in 2013, had dedicated it to Paki-
stani politician Shahbaz Bhatti, who
advocated for religious minorities in-
cluding Christians and Hindus in his
country. He was assassinated in Paki-
stan in 2011, when he returned to his
country after visiting Canada.

Pastor of China’s Largest Church
Released from Imprisonment

A pastor from Chongyi Church --
China’s largest megachurch -- was
released after spending three months
in “black jail,” which falls outside the
country’s penal system. But, he still
remains under “residential surveil-
lance.”

Pastor Gu Yuese was arrested on
charges of “embezzlement,” but hu-
man rights and Christian activists said
that he was likely caught in the govern-
ment’s radar after vocally opposing the
state-sponsored cross-removal cam-
paign.

The pastor was detained in January,
but formally arrested on February 1 on
embezzlement charges. However, the
government never provided any de-
tails about the accusation.

Chongyi is a state-approved church
with over 10,000 members, and Pas-
tor Gu was held in good repute by the
Communist Party before he openly
protested against the cross-removal
campaign since 2014, which has de-
stroyed about 2,000 crosses. He was
expelled from his position as the
church leader 10 days before he was
detained.

Prior to his imminent arrest, he is-
sued an open letter addressed to his
congregation, warning about a, “rare
freezing, cold [set to] befall Hang-
zhou,” which is the capital city of prov-
ince Zhejiang, also called the Jerusalem
of China for its high concentration of

£
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served as the lead pastor.

Christians. He was apparently refer-
ring to the government’s crackdown on
crosses across the city.

“Chongyi Church is also experienc-
ing unprecedented trials,” the letter
reads. “Everyone must equally rely on
the Lord’s grace to confront [this hard-
ship] and triumph over it... Increas-
ingly, we feel God’s good intentions in
this storm. It will refine every impurity
in our ministry team to the greatest
extent and compel us to love the Lord
and people more purely.”

It was the first time since Commu-
nist dictator Mao Zedong’s rule and
the Cultural Revolution that a clergy

holding such a high position was ar-
rested.

According to a Reuters report, Chi-
na is conducting the worst domestic
crackdown in two decades on human
rights and Christians under President
Xi Jinping. Nearly 1,000 rights activ-
ists were detained last year alone - and
almost as many as in the previous two
years combined.

Chief Executive of Christian Solidar-
ity Worldwide Mervyn Thomas said:
“We welcome news of Pastor Gu'’s re-
lease but note with concern that he is
not actually free as he is under residen-
tial surveillance.”
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11:15 AM
Children's Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM
Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

PasTor KeimH PARK

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T.(714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM
Youth Services:

Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

PasTors DAvID Lee &
SunG Hong

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710
T.(310) 530-4040 / www.comerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

PasToR Steve CHol

DSsway
mmunity Church

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM

Children’s Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

angelical Free
urch Diamond Ba

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA91765% &
T. (909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org il

Pastor Tim Park

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor James Kwak
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM
Children's and Youth Services:
11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

Pastor RONNIE PARK

pod Stewards Church 7

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611 / www. gsch.org Z ‘.&

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM
Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

PasTor Sam KoH

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748 ™
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.cor

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11 AM
College Group Meetings:
Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

Pastor Steve CHANG

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T. (562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

PasTor Kiwon SuH

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

aw Life Vision Church -

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

5
1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA92024 | s
T. (760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org

”~

)

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006 |
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com po )

Broadway Campus Sunday Services:
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:
9:30 AM, 11:30 AM

ung Nak
lebration Church

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org

PAasTorR MICHAEL LEE
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Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year
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36 Months Closed End Lease. $3,999 Due
At Lease Signing, Lease Cash $8,500,
Competitive Owner Coupon $1,500, Military
Rebate $500, College Grad Rebate $400,
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

2015 HYUNDAI
GENESIS SEDAN 5.0L vs engine

Lease It For s 2 9 9+Tax

All In Stock With

. $3,999 Due

America’s Best Warranty*

&E&HYUNDAI 10-Year/ 100, 000-Mile

Termf apfi c diti9p§ ava}ilable
22l ¥ AEIE MAEN A

626.513.4981  626.723.3336  626.723.3584  WUUZARCC AV OLVRS NNl T 0 AROLNANL:

All pri lud t f d taxes, any fi h , deal tion ch ,and issions testing ct ) = o o
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, dealer preparation charges, and any emissions testing charges. I_A°|_I-O|_IE—|'T'__J_-'-|' gal_ﬂxl;l_IE|01|A_| 205_7_I El

Please contact Dealer for complete incentives and program details. Subject to change without prior notice. Al prices, specifications
and availability are subject to change without notice. Contact Dealer for current information. Your actual mileage may vary depend-

ing on how you drive and maintain your vghicle. Actuall mileage will vary with options, driving co.ndions, drivipg habit and overall WWW. p h hyu n d ai . CO m

vehicle condition. All vehicles subjuct to prior sale. Expires 24hours after publication. Plus Dealer installed options
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