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Celebrating Easter, and Planting a Passion A Conference
for the Gos

BY RACHAEL LEE

Though students are out on
spring break, the campus of Los
Angeles High School has been
anything but quiet. Noises of
children shouting and singing
worship songs filled the LA High
campus this week, as some 380
children participated in New Life
Vision Church (NLVC)’s sixth an-
nual Celebration for Easter at the
school, where NLVC also holds its
Sunday services.

Celebration for Easter, or CE as
they call it, is NLVC's annual out-
reach event for the children, and
is basically the church’s Vacation
Bible School (VBS) but held in
the springtime near Easter. Not
only is it a way for the children to
celebrate Easter, explained Pastor
Jeehae Yang of the children’s min-
istry at NLVC, but it's also a way
through which the church hopes
to plant in the children an urgency
to share the gospel to their friends
from a young age. Starting four
to five weeks before CE, children
at NLVC are encouraged by the
children’s ministry staff to think of
friends at other churches and par-
ticularly friends who have never
gone to church before. Together,
the staff help the children to pray
for those friends and think of ways
they can invite them to CE.

“Ever since Pastor Sharon Suk
started the CE program, she had
this desire to plant a passion for the
gospel in the children from ayoung
age,” Yang said. Suk is the director
of NLVC's children’s ministry.

This year’s CE, which was titled
‘Altitude’ and used hiking themes
to convey gospel-related messag-
es, focused on three lessons over
the course of three evenings. The
first night was centered on the les-
son, “I need Jesus,” and included
a gospel presentation during the
worship service. The second day
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About 380 children attended New Life Vision Church’s Celebration for Easter from March 21 to 23.

was focused on the lesson, “As a
follower of Christ, I will stand up
for what is right,” while the third
day was focused on the lesson, “As
a follower of Christ, I will do what
is right no matter what.”

All of these lessons were con-
veyed through two main parts: a
main worship service with mu-
sic and dancing, a sermon, and
prayer time; and then a rotation of
three different activities including
games, Bible stories / study, and
arts and crafts.

A separate room was made
available for parents and their
infants or toddlers, where the
families participated in activities
together to impart these lessons
unto their smaller children. And
another room was prepared and
filled with members of the church
who came by to pray and intercede
for the children during CE.

“As the most amount of children
tend to show up on the first day,
we wanted to share the gospel on
the first day so that as many chil-
dren as possible can hear it,” Yang

explained of the lessons through-
out the event. “Then, after they
have heard the gospel and hope-
fully committed to accept and fol-
low Jesus, we wanted to help them
discern what is right and wrong
from a young age, and to be able
to live that out as they grow older.
As they become teenagers and col-
lege students, it'll become harder
to stand up for their faith. But our
hope is that even when it is hard,
even when their peers may mock
them for what they believe, that
they would choose to defend their
faith until the end.”

After the gospel presentation
during the first night, the children
were invited to raise their hands
during the first night if they have
never accepted Jesus before and
would like to after having heard
the good news. Those who raised
their hands were noted by the
small group leaders, who pro-
vided additional care throughout
the course of CE and answer any
questions the children may have.
The small group leaders would

also let the other staff know of who
raised their hands. If the children
who raised their hands did not al-
ready go to another church, and
CE was his or her first time at a
church event (information which
was noted in each child’s CE ap-
plication form), the NLVC staff
would contact the child after CE
was finished to invite him or her to
church. Many of the children who
currently attend NLVC were con-
nected through CE, Yang said.

“Those children’s names are
kept in mind by the staff, and we
pray expectantly for each child,
and we follow up with them and
contact them,” she shared.

Meanwhile, NLVC has another
outreach event for children in the
fall called ‘Buddy Party,” which is
a one-day event that takes place
on a Saturday. The church also
has a mission trip opportunity for
children each summer. On aver-
age, some 30 children participate
each year, and they have traveled
to places such as Mexico, South
Korea, and Arizona.

‘The Unresolved Issue of Comfort Women...
Restorative Justice Must Be Brought About’

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

What would a Christian’s per-
spective look like regarding the
issue of the Japanese Army’s
‘comfort women’? How could the
long-lasting and historical pain
that resulted from their abuse
be resolved? The Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in America
hosted a forum regarding the issue
called, “Christian Social Justice
and the Japanese Army’s Comfort
Women Issue” on March 17.

Reverend Jeong Kii Min, the se-
nior pastor of Choong Hyun Mis-
sion Church who also hasaPhD in
Christian Ethics, was the presenter
on this topic. He started by defin-
ing this issue as a “collective sin,”
and approached the issue from a
social justice standpoint, as well as
a spiritual standpoint.

First, Min asserted that as much
as the sin was a ‘collective’ one
committed by a people group, re-
pentance must happen collectively
as well.

“Christianity emphasizes per-
sonal repentance and individual
spiritual maturity, but there is a
lack of awareness in collective sins
embedded in societal structures,”
Min said. “Liberation theologians
brought attention to the idea that
personal repentance does not re-
solve a collective evil. Personal
repentance must be the launching
pad by which the fruit of collective
repentance is brought about.”

From this standpoint, the com-
fort women issue began with indi-
viduals, but progressed into a sys-
temic sexual crime and collective
evil led by the government. Hence,
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lished in honor of the ‘comfort women’ victims from World War II.

for this issue to be resolved and for
justice to be realized, a collective
and official apology and compen-
sation is necessary.

According to Min,compensation
must take place in multiple forms
and embedded in multiple layers.
The individual who suffered men-
tal and physical damages must
receive compensation from the
perpetrators of the crime. And the
entire process of discussing matters
of compensation, or carrying out
justice, must be done with the in-
tention of comforting and healing
the victims. On the governmental
level, the two governments must
continue their efforts to maintain
peace and restoration.

“Today’s Japanese government
has deleted, distorted, deceived
others of, and shifted its responsi-
bility of the war crimes it has com-
mitted,” Min said critically. “It no
longer wants this issue to be a sub-
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ject of discussion and is working to
forget it happened.”

However, such an approach is
bringing about a “negative influ-
ence to the peace and reconcilia-
tion with [Japan’s] surrounding
nations,” Min said, and “teaches
us that bearing the responsibil-
ity for the past includes admitting
the wrong and having a change of
heart and actions, as well as rec-
onciling with surrounding nations
and restoring amicable relations
with them.”

Min also discussed the spiritual
aspects of this issue, apart from
the social justice aspects. He ar-
gued that the government’s con-
tinued efforts to gloss over and
conceal this issue is a tactic being
employed by spiritual forces. “Sa-
tan himself masquerades as an
angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14), Min
quoted, and said that Japan’s at-
tempt to gloss over the issue, such

PasToR JusTIN Kim
Sunday School: 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

as by calling the victimized women
‘comfort women,” is a symptom
or evidence of its captivity to evil
spiritual forces.

“Currently, the political right-
wing of Japan is not sincerely
reflecting on the wrongs that the
country has committed, nor is
it encouraging its younger gen-
eration to reflect objectively on
its past failures. Rather, it shows
symptoms of a collective captiv-
ity. When an entire society is held
captive by a certain ideology, they
themselves are unaware of that
fact,” Min explained. “Even the
death of Jesus was an act of evil
that was carried out by a people
who were held captive under a su-
pernatural power.”

Min also suggested practical
ways that churches could help to
resolve the comfort women issue
by sharing experiences from his
own church.

Choong Hyun Mission Church
held a musical concert in 2014 in
commemoration of the first anni-
versary since the Glendale peace
monument was established in
honor of the victims of sex slavery.

Around that time, Min also
preached for three weeks regard-
ing social justice to create a mutual
understanding with the congrega-
tion.

Among the younger ministries,
resources about social justice were
disseminated and families were
encouraged to visit the monument
together.

“Revealing, exposing, and ex-
amining history, rather than hid-
ing it, is a part of humanity’s effort
to avoid repeating the same mis-
takes,” Min said.

PAsToR SuNG CHANG

Sunday Services: 11 AM & 12:30 PM

11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
T. (562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com

to Equip
Youth with
a Christian
Worldview

BY RACHAEL LEE

As Christian youth try to navi-
gate in today’'s world, they may
find themselves faced with numer-
ousobstacles, including skepticism
about their faith from their peers,
and conflicting views from the
surrounding society and culture.
Equipping youth with an under-
standing of a Christian worldview
to be able to defend and maintain
their faith in the midst of those ob-
stacles is one of the main purposes
behind the upcoming Truth Mat-
ters Conference hosted by Church
Everyday.

The conference was initially
exclusive to youth students at
Church Everyday, but when the
staff found that youth students
of other churches also showed a
desire to learn, they decided to
expand and open up the confer-
ence to allow students from other
churches to join starting the sec-
ond conference.

Last year's conference was fo-
cused on helping youth to engage
in apologetic conversations with
their peers.

This year -- the third time the
conference is taking place -- the
conference will focus on helping
them understand the Christian
worldview.

“A lot of our students may know
theology, doctrine, and even apol-
ogetics, but many aren’t sure how
it applies to their everyday lives,
or how the Bible is applicable in
today’s cultural landscape,” ex-
plained Kevin Yi, the youth pastor
at Church Everyday, in a state-
ment on Facebook.

“Teaching our young students
to think consistently and in accor-
dance with God’s Word is essen-
tial for developing a faith that lasts
through the college/university ex-
perience.”

“We all know of students who
have abandoned the faith after
high school, and this conference is
designed to help both parents and
young students recognize the traps
of our culture and how to think
clearly through today’s pressing
cultural issues so that they're bet-
ter equipped to handle what comes
in the future,” Yi said.

The conference will start off
with a session with Michael Sher-
rard, the director of Ratio Christi
College Prep, who will be speaking
about relational apologetics.

The second day is packed with
sessions on what a worldview is;
keeping the faith in college; ho-
mosexuality and Christianity;
and being an influence in culture.
Discussion groups and times for
questions and answers are also
included throughout the confer-
ence.

Several of the sessions will be
led by Caleb Kaltenbach, the lead
pastor of Discovery Church, and
one who was raised in the LGBT
community. Greg Koukl, founder
of the apologetics organization
Stand To Reason, will be speaking
in three services on Sunday, which
is an optional portion of the con-
ference.

“By focusing on worldview, we
can begin to address many of the
things that concern us in our cul-
ture,” Yi explained. “As we turn
together specifically towards the
beauty and richness of the Chris-
tian worldview, we can begin to
develop culture making and lead-
ership skills to redeem and restore
the broken things in our culture.”

Pastor HAROLD Kim
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More than 30 Dead, Hundreds Injured
In the Wake of ISIS Attacks in Brussels

Three explosions rocked Brussels on
Tuesday, killing at least 30 people and
injuring over 200, according to the lat-
est media reports. ISIS has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attacks, according
to a website affiliated with the militant
group.

Two bombs exploded at the Brussels
Zaventem airportat 8:00 am local time
(07:00 GMT) near the excess baggage
counter and near Starbucks café in the
departure hall, killing 14 people and
injuring 92.

The third bomb went off at a train
that had stopped at Maelbeek subway
station at about 9:10 am, and killed 20
people and wounded another 106.

Prime Minister Charles Michel con-
demned the attacks as “blind, violent
and cowardly”, adding that this was a
“tragic moment in our country’s his-
tory. I would like to call on everyone to
show calmness and solidarity.”

The first two bombs at the airport

went off within 15 seconds of one an-
other, with a distance of 20 meters be-
tween them. Eyewitness accounts say
that the explosions brought down the
ceiling of an airport wing, shattered
glass windows, and ruptured pipes.

The third explosion of the Mael-
beek subway station was not every far
from the European parliament and the
headquarters of the European Union.

The injured at the station were taken
to alocal pub, which served as a make-
shift treatment center.

The Belga news agency reported
that some shouts in Arabic were heard
before the bombs exploded, and that
there were sounds of firing. Another
local news channel RTBF said that a
Kalashnikov rifle was discovered at the
departure hall at the airport.

The attacks come four days after
Salah Abdeslam, the prime suspect in
the Paris attacks, was arrested in Brus-
sels. He is the lone survivor of the 10

militants who were at the forefront of
carrying out the attacks which killed
130 people.

Evangelical voices spoke out soon
after news of the incident broke.

“Praying for the people of Brussels
today after brutal terror attack. May
God preserve life,” said Albert Mohler,
president of the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

“Our prayers are with Brussels, Bel-
gium today after news of deadly terror-
ist attacks,” the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association said. “Please pray for
the first responders, those wounded
and those who lost loved ones, as well
as for justice to be served.”

“Our thoughts & prayers are with the
victims and their families in Brussels,”
stated the Family Research Council.
They added a verse, saying, “In the
world you will have trouble. But take
heart; 1 have overcome the world.’
John 16:33 #PrayforPeace.”

United Methodist Church Leaders
Call for $12 Million Budget Cut

United Methodist Church leaders
have recommended a cut of $12 mil-
lion from the recent budget proposed
in February for the next four years,
which puts its expenditures at the
lowest level in 16 years, according to a
UMC press release.

The executives of the church met
together in Nashville and suggested
reducing the February budget for
2017-2020 from $611 million to $599
million, which is lower than the $603.1
million budget approved for 2013-
2016.

The budget cut came as the leader-
ship considered “the ministries, chal-
lenges, and careful stewardship of con-
gregations and annual conferences,
alongwithglobal economicuncertainty
and trends in church attendance in the
United States,” the General Secretaries
Table of the UMC said in a statement.

The proposed budget formula would
“roll back the general church appoint-
ments to the lowest percentage since
the current apportionment formula
was introduced in 2001,” the state-
ment says.

“Areduction to $599 million will im-
pose hardships and require reworking
ministry plans,” the statement contin-
ues.

“But with appreciation for the cre-
ative strategies undertaken by annual
conferences and congregations, and
in accord with church-wide efforts to
reach and serve more people in more
places, [the general secretaries] agreed
that reducing the base rate percentage
used to determine annual conference
apportionments is timely and appro-
priate.”

The church’s General Council on

(Photo Glowmark/Wikimedia/CC) he UMC'’s West Michigan Conference in 2012.

Finance and Administration (UM-
CGCFA) and the Connectional Table
will vote for the budget cuts in early
April, and a final decision will be taken
by May.

The budget set aside the expendi-
tures on UMC'’s education funds and
affiliated universities and support of
the clergy of the church. The largest
portions of the budget are reserved for
the church’s general agencies includ-
ing media and news service.

The leaders of the church hope to
support the struggling churches in the
new budget.

“As local churches and annual con-
ferences continue to cut budgets or
hold them flat, we believe that all of the
general funds must adjust as we stand
in solidarity with United Methodists
across the connection,” Gilbert Hanke,
convener of the General Secretaries
Table said in a statement.

Erin Hawkins, General Secretary of
UMC General Commission on Reli-
gion and Race, said: “We are one body,
and the strength and health of every
part of the church is vitally important
for making disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.”

“Leaders in every part of the body
should be proactive and mindful of
each other. Today's action demon-
strates our commitment to attend to
the whole of our mission as we bear
witness locally and globally,” she said.

General secretary and treasurer at
UMCGCFA, Moses Kumar, told the
Christian Post that “all organizations
receiving general Church funds will be
impacted by these reductions equally.”

“The ultimate decision on the gen-
eral Church budget for the next four
years will be determined by the del-
egates of the General Conference held
in Portland, Oregon, in May,” he said.

Women Must Know the Risks of Abortion,
According to New South Dakota Law

Doctors required to inform female patients that abortion will
‘terminate the life of a whole, unique, living human being’

South Dakota Governor Dennis
Daugaard signed a bill making it man-
datory to provide basic information
about abortions to women who have
decided to undergo this procedure.

The bill, HB 1157, was made into a
law last week, which will “require that
a doctor provide a woman additional
information as a part of informed con-
sent prior to performing a first trimes-
ter abortion.”

The legislation requires that the con-
sent a woman gives to abort a baby
must be based on complete informa-
tion regarding the scientifically known
facts about the baby at the given ges-
tational stage and prognosis of the
procedure on women'’s health, as well
as the options available to reverse the
abortions if the woman so decides.

The law requires the woman to be
told by the doctor that “the abortion
will terminate the life of a whole, sep-
arate, unique, living human being,”
along with being provided with a “sci-
entifically accurate statement describ-
ing the development of the unborn
child.”

This information needs to be provid-
ed by the abortionist to the woman two
hours before the scheduled procedure,
according to the bill.

Then the hospital should tell the

woman of the medical risks accom-
panying abortion, such as “infection,
hemorrhage, danger to subsequent
pregnancies, and infertility,” along
with increased susceptibility to depres-
sion, suicidal tendencies, and anxiety
disorders.

Also, the law states that the abor-
tionist must inform the woman of a
chemical abortion reversal pill, in case
she wants to go back on her decision.

Brock Greenfield, Senator (R-Dis-
trict 2, SD) explained, “Should the fe-
male decide that she has regrets rela-
tive to her decision, we are just asking
that it be very clear [to her] that there is
still a very real chance of a viable preg-
nancy and birth should she continue
the process.”

A chemical abortion reversal pro-
tocol was developed by Dr. Matthew
Harrison, when he found out that a
child could be saved if progesterone
is given as a supplement at the right
time.

The chemical abortion requires two
pills to be taken in a gap of 2 days. But,
if the reversal kit is administered in the
first 3 days of taking the first pill, the

chemical
abortion
can be re-
versed.
This kit
has saved
about 100
babies up
until now,
reports say.
“This leg-
islation be-

gins a new South Dakota Governor

H Dennis Daugaard. (Photo:
Chapt(?r n Otis1000/Wikimedia/CC)
the history

of  South

Dakota to

protect unborn babies in our state,”
said Rep. Fred Deutsch.

About two weeks ago, South Dakota
passed a legislation to ban abortions
after 20 weeks, as babies become ca-
pable to feel pain at this gestational age
according to several medical studies.

Doctors who attempt to perform
abortions on fetuses over 20-weeks,
except in emergency situations, will be
liable to pay $2,000 fine or up to one
year in jail, or both.

Christianity Daily will not be issued next week.

THURSDAY, March 24, 2016 Vol. 46 1 9

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11:15 AM
Children’s Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM
Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

PasTor KeimH Park

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T.(714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM
Youth Services:

Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 5. Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 4 \
T.(310) 530-4040 / www.cornerstonetv.com w_/
‘

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Pastors DaviD Lee &
SunG HonG

PasTor Steve CHol

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM

Children’s Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

Free
on

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T. (909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

Pastor Tim Park

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

C ' i
) i

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM
Children’s and Youth Services:
11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

Pastor RoNNIE PARK

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611 / www. gsch.org

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM
Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Pastor Sam KoH

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T.(626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.cot

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027 !
T. (323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM PAsTOR HENRY LEE

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11 AM
College Group Meetings:
Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T. (562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

PasTor STeve CHANG

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org

PasTor Kiwon SuH

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

PasTor PauL Kim

i —_—
Eamcd
Churc oA
1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org
\ J

PAsTor DANIEL HAN

Sunday Services: 1 PM
Youth Group Services:
Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com - \;‘

Broadway Campus Sunday Services:
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30 AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org

PAsTOR MICHAEL LEE
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