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How Can the Church Bring Back the ‘Dones’ and
‘Nones'? Pastoral, Academic, Lay Leaders Weigh In

BY RACHAEL LEE

A group of some 80 Christian
pastoral, academic, and lay leaders
gathered at Young Nak Celebra-
tion Church’s Jefferson campus
on Saturday to discuss how the
church could bring back to church
the ‘dones’ and the ‘nones’ -- those
who either left the church, or those
who say they don't affiliate them-
selves with any religion.

They gathered for the Institute
of Asian American Christianity
(ISAAC)’s 7th Symposium, titled,
“Christianity Next: the Dones
and the Nones?” where Richard
Mouw, the president emeritus of
Fuller Theological Seminary gavea
keynote address, six speakers were
featured for a panel, and attendees
splitinto smaller groups to discuss
the issues more in detail.

A running theme throughout
the symposium was that those
‘nones’ and ‘dones’ must not be
condemned, but understood, and
that the church as a whole must
provide a space for those who have
guestions about the faith to be able
to discuss or explore those ques-
tions in a safe environment.

Indeed, some shared during the
small group discussions of how
they felt they were unable to come
to people in the church with their
doubts or questions.

“l wanted to talk about racial and
social justice issues, but | didn't feel
comfortable to do so at my church,”
shared one young woman in her
20s at one of the breakout groups.

Irene Cho, the program man-
ager for the Fuller Youth Institute
(FYI), said she was even fired from
her church for allowing certain
behaviors within her youth group.
For example, many of her youth

. B

Panelists shared their thoughts at ISAAC’s 7th Symposium. (Photo courtesy of ISAAC)
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About 80 pastors, academics, and lay leaders attended the recent IS,

whom she was pastoring at the
time had struggles with smok-
ing cigarettes. She had expressed
to them that she is against them
smoking and encouraged them to
quit smoking. But when the youth
group went on a retreat, she told
them to let her know if they felt they
could not win the urge to smoke at
the retreat site, and that she would
drive them out to a location where
they could smoke and come back.
“Isn’t it better for them to know
that 1 am walking with them in
their struggles, rather than giving
them a black and white, yes or no,

AAC symposium.

structure?” Cho asked.

“When | talked with some of
them later on, they weren’t go-
ing to church anymore, but they
would tell me, ‘If I did go back to
church, I wish it was like how our
youth group was with you,” she
recalled.

Kay Higuera Smith touched
upon the impact of leaders in the
church, and the weight of their
position in terms of leading the
body. They must be held account-
able and even sometimes rebuked
when necessary, she said.

One middle-aged woman in

Smith’s breakout group shared
openly about an experience she
had in which she was kicked out
of her church when she was 23.
She said she hadn't felt ready to
commit to another church for five
years after that experience, due to
the betrayal and hurt that she felt.

“When I was 28, I finally felt
ready to recommit to a body,” she
explained, “because | wanted to
obey God's word to be a part of
the body. I learned not to trust my
pastors, but to love them.”

“There is a tendency to feel
it's sinful to criticize the pastor,”
Smith said in response, “but they
are sometimes the most responsi-
ble and must be held accountable
when they have done wrong.”

Steve Choi also discussed the
importance of having strong and
committed leaders in the home
and in the church. If there could
be a strategy on how to revitalize
or reimagine the church, he said
he would focus on investing in the
family and the church leaders.

Parents spend “18 years dis-
cipling the child,” Choi said.
“Churches and other people may
come and go, but parents will al-
ways be there.”

Yetevenwithin the church, there
isaneed for committed leadership,
he added. “Ministry is tough. It is
taxing,” Choi said. But if leaders
leave the church after short stints,
it discredits the message that they
preach to the congregation, he ex-
plained.

“We need to invest in raising up
good leaders in the church -- not
just book smart or theologically
smart. But really good leaders who
are men and women of humility,
integrity, who are in it for the long
haul.”

110 Years After Azusa St. Revival, New Hopes
Arise for ‘Azusa Now’

BY RACHAEL LEE

The Call is planning for an all-
day revival gathering at the Los
Angeles Memorial Coliseum with
hopes for a revival like that of the
Azusa Street Revival that took
place on 1906, and Korean Chris-
tians have been invited to kick off
the gathering.

“We're not looking for an event,”
said Lou Engle, the founder of The
Call. “We want a breakthrough.”

The Call has hosted numerous
gatherings of fasting and prayer
over the years for youth and young
adults, including one that took
place in Washington, D.C. that
gathered some 400,000 people in
the year 2000.

The upcoming gathering, called
‘Azusa Now,’ is set to take place on
April 9 from 7:30 AM to 10 PM,
and has a slight “shift” in focus,
according to Engle. Whereas pre-
vious gatherings hosted by The
Call focused on prayer and fast-
ing, the upcoming gathering will
also focus on “the preaching of the
gospel, and signs and wonders,”
Engle said.

Yet another aspect that sets this
upcoming gathering apart from
the previous gatherings hosted
by The Call is its intentional focus
on gathering an ethnically diverse
group.

Just as the Azusa Street Revival
in the early 20th century brought
together African American and
White Americans, Engle said, uni-
ty within the church across races
and denominations must occur for
revival today.

“Somewhere between 1909-
1913, William Seymour proph-
esied that in 100 years another
wave of revival would come that
far eclipsed what took place at the
original Azusa Street Revival,” said
Azusa Now organizers in a state-
ment.

“We are asking the Holy Spirit
to truly and deeply unite Anglo,
African American, Asian, Hispan-
ic, Native American -- every tribe
and tongue -- in a holy, historic
convocation where once again,
surrounded by crisis and division
in our land, it could truly be said:
‘The blood of Jesus washed away
the color lineat Azusa!” organizers
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Lou Engle, the founder of The Call, explained the vision behind ‘Azusa Now.’
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18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 92612
T. (949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

Local church pastors and organizers of ‘Azusa Now’ prayed together for the event.

continue. “Only a united church
can heal a divided nation!”

Various ethnic groups will be
leading different segments of
the upcoming gathering. Korean
Christians specifically will be lead-
ing the first segment of the day
in Korean from 7:30 to 8:10 AM,
and translation will be provided
through devices throughout the
entire course of the day.

“Revival is not an option for us,”
Engle said, “and we ask that the
Korean church bring its redemp-
tive gift. Lead us in the morning
with your gift.”

Azusa Now organizers decided
to reach out to the Korean church
leaders after encountering them
and seeing them pray at numerous
prayer gatherings that took place
over the past several years in part-
nership with ‘Line in the Sand,
including the most recent prayer
gathering that Korean church
leaders hosted in November of
2015, where Engle participated as
one of the speakers.

“Those who were partof the Azu-
sa Street Revival or the Pyongyang
Revival would not have known the
future impact of what they were
a part of,” said Reverend Yu Chul

PasToR JusTIN Kim
Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

Chin, the senior pastor of Los An-
geles Full Gospel Church. “But the
obedience of each person at that
time led to an event marked in his-
tory. We also don’t know what will
happen through this, but we sim-
ply desire to serve in hopes that
God will carry out what He desires
to do through this.”

The evening portion of the day,
from 4 to 10 PM, will be evangelis-
tic, and focused on preaching the
gospel and praying for healing, ac-
cording to organizers.

Starting March 28, organizers
are planning to mobilize at least
3,000 people to reach out to the
community and bring them to the
April 9 event through one-on-one
evangelism and prayer, revitaliza-
tion of outdoor spaces in public
housing developments in South
East L.A., community BBQs and
festivals in South East L.A., after
school outreaches at public high
schools, and an event with Nick
Vujicic on April 1.

Some 38,000 have registered
for Azusa Now thus far, according
to organizers. Though the event is
free, organizers encouraged those
who are interested to register in
advance.

PAsToR SuNG CHANG

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM ﬁ

‘ i f y
5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church é ’
‘; ..

Sunday Services: 11 AM & 12:30 PM

11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
T. (562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com

Korean
World
Missions
Conference
to Take
Place In
Los Angeles

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

Known as the ‘Olympics’ of
Korean missionaries all over the
world, Korean World Mission
Conference (KWMC) will be tak-
ing place in Los Angeles for the
first time in its almost 30-year his-
tory. KWMC, which takes place
once every four years, had always
taken place at Wheaton College
near Chicago since its beginnings
in 1988, but this year the confer-
ence location has moved to Los
Angeles. The conference dates,
which were usually in July, have
also been pushed earlier to June.

Reverend Suk-Hee Ko, who is
the secretary-general of the New
York headquarters of the Korean
World Mission Council for Christ,
came to Los Angeles on March 1,
about three months before the
conference, to introduce the con-
ference and encourage Korean
churches to support and partici-
pate in the conference.

“We decided to move the con-
ference location from the Midwest
to the Southwest due to requests
from our missionaries,” explained
Ko at the press conference on
Tuesday.

“Our lineup of speakers are ex-
perts in various different topics,”
Ko continued, “and | expect that
everyone who attends will be chal-
lenged.”

“I believe it will be an opportuni-
ty for missionaries to be recharged,
and for local church pastors to re-
discover their calling in missions,”
said Reverend Paul Ki-Hong Han,
the senior pastor of Grace Minis-
tries International and the lead or-
ganizer of the conference.

Organizers predict that some
1,200 to 1,500 missionaries will
attend this year’s conference along
with some 4,000 local church pas-
tors and congregants.

As a result, the organizers hope
that local church pastors and lead-
erswould be challenged once again
to participate in world missions.
This year’s lineup of speakers in-
clude Loren Cunningham, the
founder of Youth With A Mission
(YWAM); David Ross, the presi-
dent of YWAM'’s Antioch Institute
for International Ministries; Paul
Eshleman, the vice president of
coverage at Campus Crusade for
Christ; Todd Johnson, the director
of the Center for the Study of Glob-
al Christianity at Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary; and Mi-
chael Oh, the executive director
and CEO of the Lausanne Move-
ment, among others. Attendees
will be able to listen to and meet
with experts on world missions
through 200 different seminars
and fora at the conference.

The conference will be divided
into separate Korean and Eng-
lish tracks, and will take place
from June 6 to 10 at Azusa Pacific
University. A children’s missions
conference will be taking place si-
multaneously as well, so organiz-
ers encouraged young couples to
attend with their children.

A separate conference for mem-
bers of Korean World Mission
Council for Christ and another
conference for children of mis-
sionaries will be taking place from
June 3t0 6.

Pastor HAROLD Kim
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La Palma City Council Member
Peter Kim: Voting Is ‘Having a Voice’

BY RACHAEL LEE

La Palma City Council Member Pe-
ter Kim’s journey with politics began
at a young age, beginning with his in-
ternship at Congressman Ed Royce’s
office as a high school student. Kim
also volunteered in Republican politics
as a college student at the University
of California, Irvine. Kim previously
worked for Assemblywoman Young
Kim, when she was a commissioner on
the President’s Advisory Committee
on Asian American Pacific Islanders
(AAPI) for former President George
W. Bush, and during her campaign for
and term on the California State Board
of Equalization. Kim also previously
worked for La Palma City’s Traffic
Safety Committee, from which he was
appointed to become a candidate for
City Council in 2012.

Q: How did your interest in politics
begin?

A: In high school, | was a part of the
International Baccalaureate (IB) pro-
gram, and | was not given the oppor-
tunity to have government class. And I
just thought, “This is crazy. Let me just
find out who my Congressman is.” And
it was Ed Royce at that time. I went to
his website, and | saw all of these poli-
cies on North Korean human rights.
And | just thought, ‘Why does this
White, male, conservative guy have
so much interest for North Korean is-
sues?’ So | applied to be an intern and
they accepted me as a high school stu-
dent. And that’s where it started.

Some members of my family are
also involved in politics. Paul Song
is very active in Democratic politics,
and my sister, Sandra Lee, recently
was elected onto the Cypress School
Board. My sister’s not much of a politi-
cian actually, but she’s very passionate
about education -- and that’s the thing.
Even though you may not like politics,
if you are a great doctor, or attorney, or
anything, you can leverage your skill
sets. Whenever you're ready, you can
be a part of government and use your
talents in government. That’s just one
way you can serve the public.

Q: What's your faith background
and how has it influenced your journey
and your decisions?

A: T've been a Christian all my life.
I know that it is God’s plan, and that
it wasn’'t an accident or coincidence
that | have been able to meet various
people that have helped me through-
out my life.

Q: Many politically active Korean
Americans tend to focus on immigra-
tion as a major issue that influences
their votes. At the same time, Korean
Americans who are also Christian may
feel conflicted as their religious val-
ues tend to lean conservatively. How
would you advise them on how to bal-
ance that dichotomy?

A: | think something that needs to
be distinguished is that the Republi-
can party is against illegal immigra-
tion. My parents came in the 1970s,
and they are the beneficiaries of the
policies of Nixon and Ford at the time.
Whatever the solution is to address il-
legal immigration, policy-wise, there
needs to be a way we need to make
sure that those who follow the law are
the ones who are accepted and able to

come to the U.S.

I do notice that the Korean church
is very focused on social policies.
Many churches have been gathering
signatures to express their opposition
against the transgender bathroom law
in California recently. And I think it’s
good that the church cares about these
issues and are active about what they
believe is important. And ultimately,
| think they should simply vote for
whatever values they believe to be
most important. Beyond three major
issues that Christians may prioritize
-- abortion, same-sex marriage, and
transgender issues -- all of the issues
that are being discussed, whatever is
important to the church is important
to everyone. We all want better jobs,
and better infrastructure.

“You have to do your
partinorderto...
make the community
stronger.”

Q: Over the years that you have been
politically active, do you feel that there
has been progress in having better rep-
resentation of Korean American inter-
ests in terms of policies?

A: For me here in La Palma at least,
I don’t think I did anything specifically
policy-wise that was just for the Kore-
an American interests. We have done
a lot of Korean American outreach,
such as supporting the resolution to
acknowledge Korean American Day.
A Korean American church here pro-
vides their space for us and invites city
employees to eat Korean food as well.
We also send some of our city employ-
ees to South Korea through the Global
Cooperation Society, which has an an-
nual program where city employees in
the U.S. can go to Korea. Our previous
city manager had the opportunity to
go, and it was her first time going to
Korea, and experiencing the culture.

But on the local level, in terms of pol-
icy, everyone wants better infrastruc-
ture, stable economy, and a fiscally
responsible government. We are more
cognizant of reaching out to the Asian
American community -- we're the first
city to be majority Asian American.
And we are working on many differ-
ent things regarding education here,
such as focusing efforts to help our
students go to La Palma City schools.
It's important to focus on ethnic needs
of course, but what we want are also
things that everyone wants. If we get
too engrained in the ethnic interests, it
separates people and divides.

However, | do think that the growth
of Korean Americans in office is a rep-
resentation of how much the Korean
American community has grown as a
whole politically. La Palma City may
be small, but actually we are an impor-
tant juncture for the Korean American
community -- it's sort of the front lines
of political empowerment to be hon-
est. We have representation of Korean
Americans in different levels of gov-
ernment, with Michelle Steel on the

(Photo courtesy of Peter Kim)

Orange County Board of Supervisors
for the 2nd District, Young Kim as the
Assemblywoman for the 65th District,
and myself and Steve Hwangbo as
members of La Palma City Council.
Where else in the country is it that
way? In that sense, | think we've made
alot of great strides.

Q: According to Pew Research Cen-
ter's most recent study, Asian American
voter turnout seems to still lag behind
that of other ethnic groups.

A: | think that people may not vote
because there is often so much to vote
on, and people don't know how to
vote. But now, I think it’s been made
so much easier to vote because of the
permanent absentee ballots. The bal-
lots and packets are all even available
in Korean now. My parents get their
ballots in Korean. So my argument is,
there’s no excuse not to vote anymore.

Every vote really counts. We've had
very close elections before. Even with
David Ryu (LA City Council Member),
he scraped by in the primaries with a
very small difference of votes. Many
candidates have won by very narrow
margins. If everyone votes, the politi-
cal empowerment grows. You have to
do your part in order to aggregate and
make the community stronger.

To have a voice in the whole process,
to have a seat at the table -- What is it
that you want? The only way you could
voice that is through voting.

Q: You are running for re-election
as La Palma City Council Member.
What'’s on your platform for this year?

A: La Palma City’s needs are not
unique. We're going through fiscal dif-
ficulties. Oil prices are verylow. Soright
now we're focusing on, how can we, in
the long term, be financially sustain-
able? In terms of other priorities, we're
also focusing on infrastructure, public
safety, and financial stability. We're a
small city, so economies of scale are
not on our side. Voters will have to de-
termine what is a priority for them. We
have to figure out, what can we do to
maintain the same level of service? So
voters would be asked, ‘Are you willing
to pay more to maintain the same level
of service? Or are the services not im-
portant enough that you would want to
pay more for them?’ Our council right
now is discussing these issues. And as
a Council Member, | would say we've
done a lot of things to reduce cost, and
we have been doing everything we
can.

Pastor In China Sentenced to
14 Years in Prison

Government-approved pastor was active in opposing removal of crosses

A Chinese pastor who was involved
in protesting against removing the
cross atop his church has been sen-
tenced 14 years in prison, on charges
of corruption, swindling, and gather-
ing people to disturb social order, ac-
cording to media reports.

Bao Guohua was a government-ap-
proved pastor and had resisted the cross
removal campaign in Zhejiang prov-
ince, where about 1,200 crosses were
removed during the past two years. His
wife, Xing Wenxiang, was sentenced to
12 years for similar charges.

About 10 people from their church
were also charged, but the Chinese
media has not released details of
their sentences. The court confiscated
600,000 renminbi (about $92,000)
each from Bao and his wife, and fined
Bao with $15,000 and about $14,000
from his wife.

The media reported that their sen-
tences were the most severe, which
have not been imposed on any of the
church leaders in China as yet.

The Chinese government has refused
to relent in taking down crosses, and

maintains that the crosses violate build-
ing codes. However, Christian activists
say that authorities want to suppress
Christianity in Zhejiang, which is also
referred to as “China’s Jerusalem.”

Last year, the authorities reinforced
a ban on admitting non-atheist mem-
bers in the Communist Party in Zheji-
ang province.

As the cross removal campaign in
Zhejiang started, many of the build-
ings were also deemed “illegal struc-
tures” and razed to the ground.

The government's crackdown on
Christianity in China continues with
the arrest and detention of several
clergy members and lawyers defend-
ing churches and protesting against
the removal of crosses.

This week, Zhang Kai, a prominent
Christian lawyer who took up cases of
cross removal, was compelled to con-
fess on a local television station that
he took money from China Aid direc-
tor Bob Fu to defend churches in his
capacity as a lawyer, and was trying
to “change China’s political system.”
Zhang was arrested a day before his

meeting with US ambassador-at-large
David Saperstein in August last year.

Responding to Zhang’s “confession”,
China Aid director Bob Fu released a
statement saying, “Although China
Aid is mentioned in the shameful Chi-
nese Communist Party’s official propa-
ganda as an ‘overseas force supporting
Zhang Kai's legal defense work,” we
will never be intimidated nor cease to
continue to promote religious freedom
for all in China.”

In January this year, Gu Yuese, pas-
tor of Hangzhou city’s Chongyi Church,
was arrested, who too had protested
the removal of crosses in Zhejiang
province. His wife, Zhou Lian Mei, was
informed by the city police that he was
detained on suspicions of swindling.
Chongyi Churchisthe largestchurchin
China with over 10,000 congregants,
and is government-approved.

“Increasingly, we feel God’s good in-
tentions in this storm,” Mei said after
the incident. “Tt will refine every impu-
rity in our ministry team to the greatest
extent and compel us to love the Lord
and people more purely.”
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1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T.(714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

PasTor KeimH Park

Sunday Services: 9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM
Youth Services:

Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM
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Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

PasToR Steve CHol

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM

Children's Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

y r
3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765 '
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org i

PAsTOR JAMES KwAk

Pastor Tim Park

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM
Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

et

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsTOR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 '
T.(626) 913-6611 / www. gsch.org ‘e&

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM
Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

PasTor Sam KoH

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

( :

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PAsToR PHIL Kim

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T.(626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.coa.

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM PAsTOR HENRY LEE

q

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T. (323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11 AM
College Group Meetings:
Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

PasTor STeve CHANG

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

PasTor Kiwon SuH

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org

Sunday Services: 1 PM Pastor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com &

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MICHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM

Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30 AM, 11:30 AM
&

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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. “A'PERFORMANCE VEHICLE WRAPPED IN LUXURY”

2016 HYUNDAI
=EQUUS SIGNATURE

Leasedt‘ For 3 9 9 +Tox A8

All In Stock With

MSRP $62,450

36 Months Closed End Lease. $3,999 Due
At Lease Signing, Lease Cash $8,500,
Competitive Owner Coupon $1,500, Military
Rebate $500, College Grad Rebate $400,
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

2015 HYUNDAI __
GENESIS SEDAN 5.0L va Engine "

Lease It For s 2 9 9 T

All In Stock With

America’s Best Warranty*

& HYUNDAI 19.ear/100.000 i

Terms and conditions available

“Fow dinater e LIMITED WARILANTY divials.

1-888-644-1114 -—

32| AE| 3 MAEl 2 Assurance
626.513.4981 626.723.3336 626.723.3584 17621 Gale Ave. Clty of Industry, CA 91748
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