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Korean Americans Seek to Inspire and Represent Reunion of

BY RACHAEL LEE

Korean American profession-
als working in various fields gath-
ered at the University of Southern
California on Saturday for the Ko-
rean American Coalition (KAC)’s
National Convention. For the
first time, KAC collaborated with
USC’s Korean American Student
Association (KSA) to host its con-
vention.

Accordingly, the convention’s
seminars and topics were geared
more towards a younger audi-
ence, according to Steve Kang, the
current KAC-LA deputy director.
The convention, themed, “Build-
ing Communities,” focused on
numerous Korean Americans’ tra-
jectories in various career fields,
and featured accomplished Ko-
rean Americans in fields such as
politics, entrepreneurship, law,
finance, and entertainment.

Assemblywoman Young Kim
of the 65th District and Los An-
geles City Councilmember David
Ryu were featured as the keynote
speakers during lunch, and La
Palma City Councilmember Peter
Kim was featured as one of the
panelists of a session focusing on
political activism.

Other speakers throughout the
convention included Los Angeles
County Supervisor Michael An-
tonovich; Michael Sohn, a super-
visory special agent of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI);
Young Cha, CEO and founder of
OnDemandKorea; Ted and Yong
Kim, founders of Seoul Sausage
Company; Jun Oh, the senior vice
president of business affairs at
Warner Bros. Pictures; and Hank
Kim, commander in the U.S. Navy
specializing in surface warfare,
among others.

David Ryu was one of the keynote speakers during lunch at KAC’s national convention which took place on Saturday.

Many of the speakers shared
stories of how they arrived at their
current position to the some 100
people -- mostly students -- at the
convention.

“There’s so many people who
say, ‘It’s not for me, or ‘It’s too
hard,” and just quit,” said Michael
Sohn. “Name every test -- I failed
it. But I kept trying and that’s why
I'm here.”

“There is no such thing as a
small job,” Councilmember David
Ryu said. “You've got to work hard
at every thing you do.” He added
that many of the opportunities
that he was able to have was due
to his seeking out various people
in his life for help.

Assemblywoman Young Kim
said that she herself stands as an
example that “as a female,” and as
a part of a minority ethnic group,
“You can have the career of your
dreams, and have kids, and make

‘The Church Without Walls’
Serving and Worshipping in L.A. Streets

BY SHELBY MOON

Located in the heart of down-
town Los Angeles where many
homeless individuals live is The
Church Without Walls -- a church
with literally no walls, accessible to
anyone who would like to visit.

As a church not within a build-
ing but one that simply meets on
the street, one could have a first-
hand experience and encounter of
Christ’s love simply as they walk
along,

The church was planted by an
African American pastor by the

name of Cue Jean Marie ten years
ago. Currently, the church has
some 20 congregants, 10 of whom
are homeless, and the restof whom
come to the church to serve those
who are homeless.

There are about six Korean
Americanmembersaswell, includ-
ing Yukyung Joo. After worship
every week, the church members
give food to some 150 homeless
individuals around the area, and
share God’s love through worship,
prayer, and fellowship.

“Without faith and obedience,
it's a work that we simply cannot

a difference.”

“You need to work on one per-
son, one community at a time,”
Kim added.

Some speakers discussed the
degree to which Korean American
culture and interests have been
garnering more awareness in the
mainstream. In the political realm,
Gene Kim, the senior consusltant
for Imprenta Communications,
explained that there has been
much progress in terms of getting
more representation of Korean
Americans through elected Ko-
rean American officials, but there
is still room for “much more prog-
ress,” he said, in terms of pushing
for Korean American interests.

“It’s a sign of progress that these
Korean Americans are getting
elected, but once elected, my hope
is that they wouldn’t just be pres-
ent, but leading and fighting for
the interests not only of Korean

Americans but all Americans,”
Kim said.

“Guys like us, we're few in num-
ber,” said Ted and Yong Kim of
Seoul Sausage as they encouraged
those who were present to sup-
port Korean American products.
“We've only scratched the surface
of what could be done.”

Meanwhile, KAC currently has
eight branches throughout the
nation, including in Atlanta, Dal-
las, Chicago, San Diego, Portland,
Seattle, and Orange County. Last
year in particular, the Portland
chapter hosted the first ever Ko-
rean food festival in the city, and
Seattle held legislative panels to
increase recognition and aware-
ness of the Korean American pop-
ulation.

Most chapters have continuous-
ly held voter registration drives,
one of the key activities by which
KAC was founded.

do,” explained Joo. “There have
been times that certain people
disturbed the worship service be-
cause they were high on drugs or
drunk.”

“But even in those situations,”

Joo said, “I realized that God’s
heart is there.”

She added that the church is cur-
rently in need of an open location
that is available 24 hours a day for
anyone to easily come and pray.

Living Way Community Church Celebrates 16 Years

BY RACHAEL LEE

Living Way Community Church,
located in Los Angeles, celebrated
its 16th anniversary on Sunday
with a special worship service.

Living Way began in January
of 2000 with just 20 people in the
home of Pastor James Yim, who
planted the church and currently
serves as the co-lead pastor. Today,
the church has grown to consist of
some 260 members on an aver-
age Sunday, with various ministry
opportunities and active outreach
and missions programs.

“I think I say this every anniver-
sary, but we made it through an-
other year, not because of us, but
in spite of us,” Yim said. “Because
we serve and worship a great and
awesome God who is faithful and
merciful and gracious.”

Hahri Shin, who has been at-
tending Living Way for about a
year and a half, became a Christian
through the church, and shared
through a testimony during the
service the ways in which the Liv-
ing Way community has allowed
him to grow.

A Philadelphia native, Shin
moved to Los Angeles in 2014 and
wouldn’t have identified himself as
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Pastor James Yim (left) preached, while Hahri Shin (right) shared his testimony during Living

|

Way'’s 16th anniversary Sunday service. (Photos courtesy of Living Way Community Church)

being religious at the time. Though
Shin’s family was religious, he
shared that he felt religion was
more about how one is perceived
by others or how to carry oneself.

As aresult, Shin said, he found it
easy to distance himself from God,
and eventually found himself tan-
gled in issues such as alcholism,
drug use, and depression.

“I was pretending to be someone
Twasn’t because Iwanted [people’s]
love and approval,” Shin said.

“I would do anything and ev-
erything to fill a void in my heart,
which T thought could be filled
with earthly desires.”

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

“It only took one visit to Living
Way for the word of God to grab
a hold of my heart,” Shin said.
“Where there was an emptiness
in my heart, it’s now overflowing
with God’s love.”

Indeed, Yim affirmed during
his sermon that Christ’s blood re-
moved the sins of all people, and
gives access to the most holy God.
As he preached from Hebrews 10,
he also emphasized that a com-
munity of believers are called to
a certain dynamic of community,
different from that of the world,
as he focused on verses 24 and 25:
“And let us consider how we may

PAsToR JAMES Kwak

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway Campus Sunday Services:
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org

spur one another on toward love
and good deeds. Let us not give up
meeting together, assomearein the
habit of doing, but let us encourage
one another -- and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.”

“Christ’s work on the cross
doesn’t only radically transform
our relationship with God --
Christ’s work on the cross radically
transforms our relationship with
each other,” Yim said.

The author of Hebrews encour-
ages Christians to continue to meet
together, “because you can'’t stir
someone to love and good deeds
in absenture,” Yim said.

Not only must believers contin-
ue to meet together in community,
but they must “seek God for ways
to encourage each other” -- it is a
responsibility for all Christians ac-
cording to the text, Yim said.

“Your attendance here, no mat-
ter how frequent, does not make
you a part of this body -- and I
say that lovingly,” he continued.
“Church is not a gathering of Chris-
tians to sit and listen to preaching.
Church is a gathering of men and
women who have made a cov-
enant with each other, in light of
their covenant with Christ, to do
life together. That’s the church.”

PAsTOR MICHAEL LEE

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM

Families
Divided by
Korean War
Urged by
Activists

BY RACHAEL LEE

“This old grandma has a dream
too. My dream is to step on the
grounds of my hometown one
more time. When Korea is unified
once again, I really want to go back
to my hometown.”

Such were the words shared by
Hee-Bok Kim, an elderly woman
in her nineties whose family was
divided during the Korean War.
Kim was one of six panelists at
a session about divided Korean
families during the Korean Ameri-
can Coalition (KAC)’s recent na-
tional convention which took place
on Saturday at the University of
Southern California.

Kim’s hometown is Pyongyang,
but moved to Seoul after she got
married, when “all of a sudden,
the war broke out on June 25,” she
said. All of her family remained in
North Korea.

In 1988, Kim moved to the U.S.
with hopes to see her family again,
after hearing that it was easier to
visit the North with a visa from
America. And after three years of
processing documents, she visited
the North in 1991.

“When 1 finally got there, I
found out that all of my family,
my parents, my siblings, had all
passed away,” she recalled. “I just
wept there, and came back.”

Though dwindling in number,
individuals like Hee-Bok Kim are
still alive today and many await to
reunite with their families, said the
panelists during the session.

The panelists urged the 100-
some members of the audience
to engage with their respective
Congressmen and the Foreign Re-
lations Committee of the House
of Representatives to encourage
them to pass House Concurrent
Resolution 40 (HR40), a resolu-
tion authored by Congressmen
Charles Rangel and Ed Royce to
actively encourage North Korea to
allow reunions of divided Korean
American families due to the Ko-
rean War, and to call on North Ko-
rea “to take concrete steps to build
goodwill that is conducive to peace
on the Korean Peninsula.”

The resolution text notes
that “the number of more than
100,000 estimated divided fam-
ily members in the United States
last identified in 2001 has been
significantly dwindling as many of
them have passed away,” and adds
that “many Korean Americans are
waiting for a chance to meet their
relatives in North Korea for the
first time in more than 60 years.”

“Together, we can make a
change. This is the dying wish for
many people,” implored Jeane
Noh of the Divided Families USA
team. “There are still people alive,
and this could be a reality for them
if we act quickly.”

Noh said that increasing num-
bers on the organization’s listserv,
as well as registering more mem-
bers of the community who are
separated from their family mem-
bers in North Korea, will help to
increase legitimacy in pushing for
legislation in favor of reuniting di-
vided families.

A similar concurrent resolution
was introduced in the House in
March of 2014 (HR91), but no ac-
tion was taken after April of 2014.
HR 40 was introduced in April of
2015 and has 65 co-sponsors.

PAsToR RONNIE PARK

Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 L
T.(626) 913-6611 / www. gsch.org ‘&
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