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‘Worship Nights with Jon Thurlow’ took place at Grace Ministries International, located in Fullerton, CA.

Hundreds of Korean Americans Gather

at ‘Worship Nights with Jon Thurlow’

BY RACHAEL LEE

IHOP worship leader Jon Thur-
low joined hundreds of mostly
Korean American college students
and young adults in worship dur-
ing the recent event, ‘Worship
Nights with Jon Thurlow,” hosted
at Grace Ministries International
(GMI), one of the largest Korean
churches in Southern California.

This two-night event, which took
place on January 22-23, consisted
mostly of worship music and brief
messages from Jon Thurlow and
his wife, Kinsey, both of whom
are on the International House
of Prayer Kansas City (IHOPKC)
staff.

The first night saw some 700 at-
tendees, while about 500 attended
the second night.

“We had one main focus for
these worship nights,” said Paul
Kim, the creative director of GMI’s
college ministry and the main co-
ordinator behind the event. “And
that is simply encounter. With a
name as big as ‘Jon Thurlow,” we

knew some people might be com-
ing to hear his songs, meet him, or
simply come because his name is
well known. We prayed as a staff
that people would come for en-
counter rather than concert.”

“And | believe with all my heart
that people really did encounter
God this past weekend! We want-
ed to make the night about Jesus
and not about man,” Kim added.

One aspect that Jon Thurlow
emphasized on Friday night was
that he felt he needed “to return
to his first love.” And that return
to his first love, Thurlow said, in-
volves many facets -- the Word,
prayer, fasting, and pulling away
from distractions and “things that
have the potential to dull our spir-
its,” to name a few.

Meditating on the Word informs
and affects the way he lives his life;
prayer allows him to open up his
heart to the Lord and praying in
tongue in particular edifies his
spiritual man; and fasting makes
his heart more “tender” to the
Lord, Thurlow said.

“When I look back at the seasons
when | fasted, there was a height-
ened tenderness to the things of
God,” he explained. “A heightened
sharpness to the Word and the
Holy Spirit.”

In contrast, many things in life
take him away from the things of
God, he said.

“These days, | feel like I'm al-
ways checking Facebook, and then
I'm checking the news, and then
I'm checking the weather, and
then Facebook again, and then the
weather again,” Thurlow said as
the audience laughed. “I need to
pull back and dial down on what'’s
going on in the inside.”

He added that there’s a place for
social media, the news, and the
other things that ask for our atten-
tion, but “we need to ask, ‘Where
are those things on our priority
scale?”

Meanwhile, GMI has hosted
several events in the past with
IHOPKC, including a Onethig re-
gional conference in 2009, and the
Purple Pig Tour in 2010.

Symposium to Address
How to Reach the
Religious ‘Dones and Nones’

BY RACHAEL LEE

A recent survey of the religious
landscape of the U.S. by Pew Re-
search Center showed a decrease
in the number of those who iden-
tify themselves as Christians (a de-
crease of 7.8 percent), while those
who donot affiliate themselves with
any religion -- religious “nones” --
saw an increase of 6.7 percent.

In response, a group of Christian
leaders of diverse backgrounds --
ethnically, denominationally, etc.
-- will be coming together in Feb-
ruary at the Institute for the Study
of Asian American Christianity
(ISAAC)’s 7th Symposium to dis-
cuss what factors may be coming
into play in this day and age that
results in such a phenomenon.

The symposium, called, ‘Chris-
tianity Next: Dones and Nones?’
will feature an opening address by
Richard J. Mouw, the president
emeritus of Fuller Theological
Seminary, and a panel discussion
with various speakers including
Kay Higuera Smith, a New Testa-
ment scholar of Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity; Steve Choi, the lead pastor
of Crossway Community Church;
and Edwin David Aponte, the ex-
ecutive director of Louisville Insti-
tute; among others.

“The Pew study hands us a mis-
siological question,”said Dr.Young
Lee Hertig, the executive director
of ISAAC. “How do we translate
the gospel to the millennial gen-
eration, who face very different
circumstances demographically,
culturally, and economically?”

“In my generation, the church
spoke to our need, and against the
lies of racism,” said Elder Oscar
Owens of West Angeles Church

of God in Christ. Owens is also the
co-chair for the upcoming sym-
posium. “’You're a child of God,
God has a purpose for you.’ These
are the things that they spoke to
us through the gospel. So for this
generation, how do we get in touch
with the liberating forces in the
gospel that is for everybody?”

“What internal structural bar-
riers impede churches from
adapting to shifting religious de-
mographics? What cultural and
sociological forces do Christian
churches generally remain oblivi-
ous to? What are the barriers
blocking intergenerational, racial,
sexual, denominational dialogue?”
These are among some of the oth-
er questions organizers hope to
address during the symposium.

According to Hertig, a lack of a
space to dialogue about such is-
sues may be one of the reasons that
some may be compelled to leave
the church or shy away fromit.

“Genuine dialogue is saying, ‘I'm
willing to be impacted by this dia-
logue, and I'm wiling to put myself
in your shoes,” Hertig explained.
“This is what millennials are crav-
ing for.”

“At this symposium, we want
millennials, pastors, ministry lead-
ers, anyone who is interested, to
come. We want to hear from them
and dialogue together,” said Her-
tig. “We want to create an inter-
sectional space, a dialogue across
generations, races, and genders.”

The symposium will be tak-
ing place on February 27 from 9
AM to 4 PM at Young Nak Cel-
ebration Church’s Jefferson Cam-
pus. For more information, visit
www.eventbee.com/v/isaacweb/
event?eid=119932851.

Milal Mission Gives Over $148,000 to 94 Students with Disabilities

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

Milal Mission of Southern Cali-
fornia selected and gave $148,400
worth of scholarships to 94 stu-
dents this year. Since 2001, the
non-profit has given $1,958,400
in scholarships.

Milal hosted a fundraising
night late last year with the Ko-
rean singer Bada, during which
$206,594.75 was raised through
attendance fees and donations.

From the funds, $56,507.02 was
used to cover expenses to put to-
gether the event and for advertis-
ing fees, which left $150,087.73.
$148,400 of the leftover funds was
used to give scholarships to stu-
dents this month.

Along with 14 full-time college
students who received $3,600
each, the ‘Ggoom-Na-Moo Schol-
arship’ was given to 28 students,
the ‘Edison Grant’ was given to
five students, the ‘J&J Grant’ was
given to two students, and the

‘James Worldwide, Inc. Grant’ was
given to five students, all of whom
were given $1,000 each. Intern-
ship scholarships of $3,600 each
were also given to five students.
Students overseas, including 10 in
South Korea, and 10 in countries
such as the Philippines and West
Sahara received scholarships of
$1,000 each.

All scholarship recipients have
disabilities, such as autism, cere-
bral palsy, visual and/or hearing
impairments, intellectual dis-

abilities, quadriplegia, hypochon-
droplastic dwarfism, Kabuki syn-
drome, and Jacobsen syndrome,
among others. Students from New
York University, University of
Southern California, Azusa Pacific
University, Biola University, the
Peabody Institute of John Hop-
kins University, California State
University of Long Beach, Univer-
sity of California, Irvine, Orange
Coast College, and Oakton Com-
munity College, were among those
who received scholarships, along

with students in various elemen-
tary, middle, and high schools.

The awards ceremony for the
scholarships took place on Janu-
ary 24 at Thanksgiving Church in
Buena Park. Some 170 people at-
tended the ceremony.

“This is particularly meaningful
because these scholarships were
brought about by all of your ser-
vice and love, even in the midst
of difficult circumstances,” said a
Milal Mission representative. “All
of this is God’s grace.”

Christianity Daily’s 12th Anniversary Celebrated Inter-Generationally

BY RACHAEL LEE

Christianity Daily celebrated its
12th anniversary, and the English
edition’s 2nd anniversary, on Fri-
day with a commemoration and
dedication service at a hotel in Los
Angeles with some 100 Korean
American pastors and leaders in the
greater Los Angeles community.

Over the years since its estab-
lishment on January 23, 2004,
Christianity Daily has contin-
ued its growth through various
initiatives such as opening new
branches throughout the nation,
by broadcasting the news through
Radio Korea, and starting the
English edition in 2010, said CEO
John Lee. Many of those who were
invited to share congratulatory re-
marks or aword of encouragement
emphasized the newspaper’s Eng-
lish edition as a significant aspect
that differentiates it from other
Korean Christian newspapers in
the community.

“This publication is an impor-
tant part of our Korean American
community and has been used by
God to inform, instruct, encour-
age, and empower so many people
including myself,” said Dr. Benja-

Local Churches and Ministries

3 F(213)402-5136

dvertisingand donations

min Shin of Biola University’s Tal-
bot School of Theology.

Rev. Michael Lee said having
such a newspaper for the Korean
American community is “quite
rare,” and makes the resource all
the more valuable.

“What Christianity Daily is do-
ing is so beneficial and helping so
many people,” Lee said.

Rev. John 1. Moon, senior pastor
of Hanwoory Presbyterian Church,
lauded the fact that Christianity
Daily “has the vision to build up
the next generation of leaders”
through the English publication.

Rev. John S. Min, the president
of the Council of Korean Churches
in Orange County, Rev. Amos
Park, the lead pastor of All Nations
Church - Inland Campus, and
Rev. Jung Myung Song, the presi-
dent of World Mission University,
were also among those who gave
remarks during the event — a
line up which included two ‘first
generation’ speakers, two ‘1.5 gen-
eration’ speakers, and two ‘second
generation’ speakers. Rev. Yu Chul
Chin, the senior pastor of LA Full
Gospel Church, preached during
the gathering on John 1:6-8, and
encouraged the newspaper’s staff

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

&

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
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About 100 church leaders of the Korean American community joined Christianity Daily in celebration of its 12th anniversary.

to be united under their identity
within Christ — and assured them
that when that identity is sure, all
other needs will be taken care of.
First, ‘1.5, and second genera-
tion Korean Americans from the
greater Los Angeles area attended
the event. Rev. Ezra Kang, the
president of Jesus Awakening
Movement for America; Rev. Hee
Min Park, former senior pastor of
Young Nak Presbyterian Church;
Rev. Steve Chang, senior pastor of
Living Hope Community Church;
Dr. Young Lee Hertig, executive di-
rector of the Institute for the Study
of Asian American Christianity;

PAsToR JAMES Kwak

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway Campus Sunday Services:
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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Hyepin Im, the president of Kore-
an Churches for Community De-
velopment; Rev. Ronnie Park, lead
pastor of Good Stewards Church’s
English ministry; Rev. Sam Koh,
the lead pastor of Los Angeles
Christian Presbyterian Church’s
English ministry; Rev. Young Lee,
the lead pastor of Berendo Street
Baptist Church’s English ministry;
Rev. Woogie Kim, the lead pastor
of Shalom Presbyterian Church’s
English ministry; Pastor David
Park, college pastor of Christ Cen-
tral of Southern California; and
Pastor James Kwak, the lead pas-
tor of First Presbyterian Church of

PasTor MICHAEL LEe

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM

Orange County’s English ministry,
were among those who attended.

Christianity Daily CEO John
Lee asked those in the gathering
to continue to support and pray
for the newspaper, and said, “This
isn’t something that we [the staff]
are doing on our own, but it is a
newspaper that comes to fruition
through the community.”

“I'm excited to see God'’s power
revealed through this newspaper
to unite and revive Korean church-
es,” he added, “and to bring about
reconciliation between denomina-
tions, cultures, and generations by
the power of the Holy Spirit.”

PAsToR RONNIE PARK

Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611 / www. gsch.org
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