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Associate degree

=0 et 13| 0| A(Grace)
] % :T(213)703-6863
Office : T(323)966-5444

» Financial Aid and Scholarships are available (for those who qualify)
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From One
Youth to
Many
Children:
Giving
Gifts of Love

200 Elementary

School Students

Receive Pairs of
New Shoes

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

A Korean American high school
student, with the help of several
supporters, started off the Christ-
mas season by giving 200 pairs of
new shoes to elementary school
students in low-income house-
holds on December 7.

Amy Jang, a10th grader studying
at Troy High School, began a non-
profit organization called Youth
Hope Summit as an eighth grader
in 2013. Jang began fundraising
through various individual dona-
tions and through the proceeds of
a concert that Youth Hope Sum-
mit hosted during its beginnings.

InJune, students in Golden Hills
Elementary School in Fullerton
and Hobart Elementary School in
Los Angeles have already received
new shoes. Monday’s donation
was given to students in Sanchez
Elementary School in Norwalk.
A total of 400 pairs of shoes were
given in total since June.

Sanchez Elementary School se-
lected 200 students in November
based on their needs to receive
the new shoes, and these students
make up some 52 percent of the
entire student body.

Jang shared in June that one
event that motivated her to begin
Youth Hope Summit is hearing the
story of Malala Yousafzai, who, at
ayoung age, has been able to make
a difference in the lives of many
people. Jang also receives help from
older adult volunteers, including
Alex Yu, the director of Youth Hope
Summit to organize events.

200 students at Sanchez Elementary School received new pairs of shoes from Youth Hope Summit on Monday. (Photo courtesy of Youth Hope Summit)

Korean Christian Leaders, LAPD, City Attorney
Discuss Collaboration to Combat Homelessness

BY RACHAEL LEE

A group of some 20 Korean
Christian leaders gathered at the
Olympic station of the Los Ange-
les Police Department on Tuesday
morning to discuss potential ways
that they could partner with the
community leaders to address the
issue of homelessness in the city.

The event, organized by the of-
fice of Senator Pro Tempore Kevin
de Ledn, featured brief remarks
from Ben Pak, the field deputy of
the office of Senator de Leon; Hye-
pin Im, the president of Korean
Churches for Community Devel-
opment (KCCD); Officer David
Storaker, one of the captains of
the Olympic Division of the LAPD;
and Steve Houchins, the deputy
city attorney of Los Angeles. Those
who attended were given a brief
period of time towards the end of
the hour-long meeting to ask ques-
tions and share information.

“The Asian community might be-
have differently than others, but we
have the same needs,” said Hyepin
Im. “And usually, when we have
these kinds of gatherings, the com-
munity stays quiet. But | hope the
Asian American community can
take advantage of opportunities
like this to boldly speak out about
their needs and interests regarding
the issue of homelessness.”

After brief remarks from Offi-
cer Storaker regarding safety and
how members of the community
can handle emergency situations
such as shootings (“Don’t just hide
under a table and become a sitting

target; get out of there as fast as
you can,” he emphasized), city at-
torney Steve Houchins spoke for
the majority of the hour on what
he and the LAPD Olympic Divi-
sion have been doing to try to help
alleviate homelessness in the city,
and what the members of the faith
community can do to help.

“If there’s one thing | can take
away from this meeting, | would
like a strong partnership,” said
Houchins. “And mainly, I need
your help in coordinating out-
reach, to help people on the streets
with their needs.”

Though each of the 21 LAPD di-
visions have different methods of
trying to alleviate homelessness,
Houchins said that a unique initia-
tive that the Olympic division has
been carrying out is what he called
the “HOPE” car - a team that is
solely dedicated to issues related
to homelessness in the Olympic
division. HOPE (Homeless Out-
reach Partnership Endeavor) has
at least one officer whose full-time
duty is to deal with any issues that
arise related to homelessness, and
also partners with county agen-
cies such as LAHSA (Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority),
LADMH (Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Mental Health); and non-
profit agencies such as Homeless
Healthcare, United Way, and
PATH. Through HOPE, the LAPD
collaborates with individuals in
these agencies to work on projects
together to distribute care pack-
ages and/or hygeiene Kkits, for
example, and clean up sidewalks

and streets. The “HOPE car” also
directly drives individuals without
homes to available shelters every
week on Fridays.

“We want the faith-based com-
munity to be a part of this partner-
ship,” Houchins said.

He went on to say that the pri-
mary way the community can help
is by sharing information with
Houchins, the LAPD, and elected
officials about people they know
or what they have experienced
as they do their work related to
homelessness. Hyepin Im added
that there are no specifically Ko-
rean agencies that target the issue
of homelessness, and encouraged
those who gathered to be the voice
for the Korean American commu-
nity regarding the issue.

Houchins added that though he
encourages the faith community to
be generous and continue showing
compassion to “some of the most
vulernable of our community,”
residual effects of certain actions
must also be taken into consider-
ation. For example, consistently
handing out food, clothes, blan-
kets, or tents at a specific park may
cause those who are on the streets
to start anchoring themselves at
that location.

“Psychologically, everyone
has that desire to have a home,”
Houchins explained, “and for
many of those who are homeless,
they start attaching themselves to
certain locations as their homes.”

“This is why communication
with people like me, and our LAPD
officers here, is so important,” he

said.

Houchins and others who were
part of the meeting mentioned reg-
ular meetings such as the Olympic
division clergy council which takes
place mostly on a monthly basis,
and the CPAB (Community-Police
Advisory Board) meetings which
also takes place on a monthly ba-
sis in every police division, and
encouraged faith leaders to par-
ticipate and join the discussions.
Those who attended were also
into an email listserv, which will
be used to notify them of future
gatherings specific to discussing
the issue of homelessness.

“This was just the first meeting,
but I'm hoping that through gath-
erings like this, we can become
more informed and become bet-
ter partners to combat this issue,”
said Ben Pak. “This is my prob-
lem. This is my city. This is where
my kids will grow up. And | hope
members of the community would
be more and more involved in this
discussion for those reasons.”

Most of the Korean Christian
leaders who were present were
Korean-speaking leaders of Kore-
an immigrant churches, including
Rev. Kyu-Suh Uhm, the newly in-
augurated president of the Korean
Pastors Association of Southern
California, and Rev. John Jongdai
Park, the chairman of the board of
KCCD. Rev. James Cho, adjunct
professor at Grace Mission Unives-
ity, and Rev. James Yu, lead pastor
of Community Christian Center in
El Monte, were also among those
present.

‘Christ Is the Ultimate Authority and Head Over the Church

Interviews with Asian American Pastors, XXV: Rev. Nathan Kim

BY RACHAEL LEE

“I've been through their experi-
ences -- having been a youth pas-
tor, a college pastor, and an EM
(English ministry) pastor before. I
know their struggles and needs. So
| just try my best to be their friend,
someone who can listen to their
worries.”

Such was Reverend Nathan
Kim's response when asked his
approach to being a senior pas-
tor. Kim is currently the lead pas-
tor of Torrance Good Shepherd
Church, but previous to plant-
ing this church 14 years ago, Kim
has had 17 years of experience in
various positions in the education
departments of several Korean
immigrant churches. Kim also de-
scribes himself as being a part of
the “1.5 generation” -- a term used
often to refer to those who were
born in other countries but grew

up in the U.S.
These professional and per-
sonal experiences inform his

thoughts and approach to leading
his church in unique ways, Kim
said. He experienced pastors who
seemed demanding but not sup-
portive, and often felt that he was
being used rather than appreci-
ated -- the “same thing” that many
Korean American pastors in edu-
cation departments of Korean im-
migrant churches may be facing,
Kim added.

However, Kim said he felt that all
of these experiences have trained

him to become who he is today.

“It was during those hard mo-
ments that I learned about humil-
ity, patience. That'swhen | learned
to accommodate to the situation,”
he said. “Those experiences, and
the fruits from those times, is what
is helping me as a pastor today.”

One of the most significant les-
sons he learned is that of submit-
ting to leadership. During his
years as a pastor in the education
departments of various churches,
Kim said, “Not all of the pastors
that | met were people I felt | could
respect easily.”

“But I realized Christ is the head
of the church, and all authority is
from the Lord. We have to submit
to the leadership of the Lord,” he
explained. “So the men that we see
-- we don't respect them for their
character or leadership, but be-
cause of Christ who is the head of
the church. I have to see the Lord
before 1 see the man. Because
we're not submitting to man first,
but we are submitting to Christ
first of all. That’s how we become
humble, and that’s what's pleasing
to the Lord.”

He went on to give examples of
figures in the Bible that had to sub-
mit to leadership: David, Joshua,
Joseph. “David went through so
much suffering under Saul’s lead-
ership, and Joshua too -- | don't
think Moses was perfect, and
he also probably went through
some pain and disappointment.
But that's how God trained these

people to be humble and to trust
God.”

His experiences have also mo-
tivated him to plant TGSC, and
to become a senior pastor who
can bridge the gap between the
older and younger generations
within the church, and mentor the
younger Korean American pas-
tors. He says there’s a particular
value in meeting with the pastors
on aregular basis.

“We -- all of the education pas-
tors and | -- have fellowship to-
gether once a month. I love to take
them out and buy them food,” he
said. This space allows for them to
talk not only about church, “but
just about life, family, and other
things. We joke around a lot.”

Kim and the elders at TGSC also
try to support the EM through ac-
tions, Kim said, such as by sup-
porting their agenda and deci-
sions, and serving them when they
have events. For example, the el-
ders would clean up the rooms or
bring water before Bible studies or
youth events, Kim elaborated.

These efforts to be *“servant
leaders” as the older pastor and
the elders of the church are impor-
tant to help develop the education
department and build up the next
generation, according to Kim, and
these efforts are also appreciated
by the education pastors. Most of
the education pastors have served
in TGSC anywhere from five to 10
years, and some have even come
back after having left to other

Reverend Nathan Kim is the lead pastor of Torrance Good Shepherd Church.

churches. The church currently
does not have a lead EM pastor,
but Kim said he would eventually
be willing to let the EM grow into
independence if they are ready.

“I don't think there’s a perfect
answer on what an EM should be-
come, or how it should grow,” Kim
said, “and personally, 1 still think
both the EM and the KM need
each other. But if the EM is ready
in their maturity and character to
maintain their own leadership, |
would be willing to let them go. It's
really the character that matters,
rather than the structure or model
of what an EM should be.”

“And to help build that charac-
ter or maturity in the EM, I think
the older pastors need to mentor
and invest in the younger pastors,”
he added.

Kim said he asked his education
pastors already if they would like
to become independent. But he
said every one of them said they
want to remain under “one roof”
as one church.

Aslong as they are together, Kim
said, “My focus is to be a stepping
stone for them, to support them,
and to build them. And our pur-
pose as a church is to build God'’s
kingdom together.”
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