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Americans of various ethnic groups gathered at the “Heal Our Land” prayer gathering that took place at the Anaheim Convention Center on Sunday.

Southern California Americans Gather to
Pray for Restoration and Revival in the Country

BY RACHAEL LEE

“We are the church! We are
America! Save us! Change us!”

Such were the prayers of those
who gathered to pray for America
at the Anaheim Convention Cen-
ter on Sunday night. The gather-
ing, called “Heal Our Land,” was
primarily spearheaded by Korean
church leaders of Southern Cali-
fornia, but was led and attended
by individuals of various ethnic
groups, including Caucasian, Afri-
can American, Latino, and Middle
Eastern Christians. Organizers
say that some 3,500 attended the
gathering.

“America needs a radical, mas-
sive operation on one of its found-
ing principles -- its humble faith,”
said Dr. John C. Kim, founder of
the Jesus Awakening Movement
for America (JAMA).

“If we don’'t, we don’'t have a
future. And if America fails, the
world will fail. But Jesus never
fails,” Kim continued. “And our
God is merciful and gracious. Let
us pray and ask God, ‘Pour out
your grace that we would turn and

repent before you.

“Let there be no more division,
no more pointing fingers,” said di-
rector of The Call Lou Engle, one
of three speakers who spoke brief
messages. “Unity is the heartbeat
of God — let us bless one another
of all races and of all denomina-
tions ... This is the hour in which
America will experience yet an-
other revival.”

The four-hour prayer meeting
which began at 4:30 PM covered
various topics related to spiritual
restoration in the U.S., such as
personal and corporate repen-
tance; the church; families and
marriage; schools; culture; leaders
in all levels of government; social
issues including human traffick-
ing, homelessness, and racism;
and world missions.

Some two dozen speakers briefly
preached or introduced a specific
prayer topic, most of whom were
Korean and about a sixth of whom
were of other ethnic groups. Many
prayer topics were led in Korean
and translated into English, and
one topic (on world missions) was
led in Chinese, which was also

translated into English.

Thoughthe various prayer topics
were regarding different aspects of
American society, most speakers
included prayers of repentance,
and petitions for revival in all of
their specific areas — repentance
for turning away from God and his
standards in the family, church,
school, media, government, and
society, and petitions for revival
and restoration in each of those
areas.

Racial reconciliation, terrorism
attacks, and the Supreme Court’s
ruling on same-sex marriage were
brought up as well, and a time to
pray for elected officials was set
aside towards the latter half of the
event.

Assemblywoman Young Kim
(65th District), Mayor Steven
Choi of Irvine, La Palma City
Councilmember Steve Hwangbo,
Mayor Scott Voigts of Lake Forest,
and ABC Unified School District
Board Member Soo Yoo expressed
gratitude for the prayers of those
gathered.

“It is through your prayers that
we are here today, and we ask that

you'd continue to pray for us, that
we would be wise, and that we
would be in our respective posi-
tions without compromising God’s
standards,” said Mayor Voigts.

Thisprayer gatheringwashosted
by the Korean Christian Council in
America, Jesus Awakening Move-
ment for America, and the Coun-
cil of Korean Churches in Orange
County — three of the most active
organizations in the Korean immi-
grant church context of Southern
California.

“Heal Our Land” comes after two
gatherings of “A Line in the Sand,”
which were all-day prayer events
organized not by Korean church
leaders but by David Andrade and
Michael Petro, who joined hands
with the Korean church leaders
to organize “Heal Our Land” this
year.

Leaders of the National Day of
Prayer (NDOP), which takes place
on the first Thursday of May each
year, were also featured, with a
video welcome by Shirley Dobson,
the chair of the NDOP Taskforce,
and a prayer led by director of pub-
lic relations Rev. Dion Elmore.

‘Love 153" Sharing God’s Love through Action in Israel

BY RACHAEL LEE

As she serves people in Israel,
Reverend Joyce Jung holds one
philosophy dear: “Love must not
only be spoken, but must also be
shown in action.”

Jung is the executive director of
Love 153 International, a Chris-
tian non-profit organization that
works with the Jewish Agency for
Israel (JAFI) to offer various ser-
vices such as sewing classes, tae-
kwondo classes, and ‘Holy Land
tours’ of Jerusalem to orphans,
widows, and at-risk youths in Is-
rael. She explained that Love 153
offers these services as a way to
show God'’s love.

“Many Christians don't know
the historical context of Israel,
and they go there and take the
cross and talk about Jesus,” Jung
said. “But throughout thousands
of years in their history, time and
time again, when they were perse-
cuted, the cross was used and the
name of Christ was used as the
reason for their persecution. So
when they see the cross, they think
of persecution. There is this fear
and negative perception of Chris-
tians because of their history.”

“I felt God was telling me, don't

only speak about the love, do the
love. I need someone to hold their
hands and be their friend and help
them with their needs,” she re-
called. “Because before they can
say that God is love, they have to
understand it,and we have to show
them that love. So these programs
are a very crucial first step.”

Jung was connected with repre-
sentatives in JAFI during her first
visitto Israel in 2013, atwhich time
they were seeking out Christian or-
ganizations to work together with
to serve vulnerable communities
in Israel. Some of the most vulner-
able in Israel are the immigrants,
Jung said, particularly those from
Ethiopia and Russia. Ethiopian
Jews are among the poorest peo-
ple groups in the nation, and these
immigrant Jews who finally arrive
in Israel with high expectations
and hopes find themselves faced
with obstacles including difficul-
ties in assimilating and searching
for jobs.

As such, Love 153 started sewing
classes in 2014, and today, the or-
ganization hosts sewing classes in
six different locations in Israel, in-
cluding the Ethiopian Jewish Cen-
ter, a high school for delinquent
youth, an occupational training
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Love 153 offers sewing classes in six different locations in Israel. Students are able
to start alteration businesses with the skills they learn through the classes.

Graduates of Love 153’s sewing class celebrated with a ceremony. Joyce Jung, the
executive director of Love 153, joins with them for a photo standing third from
the right.

school, an Arab widow center in
Nazareth, and Jerusalem Hill cen-
ter, a refuge for severely abused
children. Learning how to sew al-
lows students to start their own
alteration businesses, Jung said.

Other than sewing classes, Love
153 also offers taeckwondo classes
for children and youth in three
locations, some of which were al-
ready offering taekwondo classes
but did not have proper uniforms
due to a shortage in finances. Love
153 was able to provide new uni-
forms as well as classes taught by
an 8-degree black belt tackwondo
coach from South Korea.

Love 153 staff also make visits
to Holocaust survivors, and offer
“Holy Land tours” to Jerusalem
for 50 shekels (approximately 12
US dollars) for those who have
wanted to visit the city but could
not afford the trip.

Such services have opened the
minds of many of those in the
community, who previously may
have had negative perceptions
about Christians, Jung said. She
talked of a rabbi who invited her to
his synagogue, and introduced her
to the congregation.

“He introduced me by saying,

‘This is Joyce, and she’s helping us.
And by the way, she’s Christian,”
Jung recalled. “He talked about
the services that our organization
has been offering. And afterwards,
the woman who was sitting next
to me thanked me right away, and
even men thanked me afterwards
when we made eye contact. They
are thanking me, a Christian, for
being there.”

“Every day, people come up to
me and say they didn’t know that
much about Christians, and now
they're thinking more openly about
them,” she added. “This huge wall
is breaking down day by day.”

Jung said she hopes to continue
expanding Love 153's programs,
and encouraged local churches
who have been interested in visit-
ing Israel to visit Love 153’s center
and participate in its programs.

“It's a miracle, what God is do-
ing here,” Jung said. “l highly
encourage and invite churches to
come and visit Israel, and interact
with the people and understand
who they are. And through their
lives and presence, they can show
God’s love.”

For more information, visit
www.lovel53.org.

Missionaries’
Kids Invest
In Future of

Younger MKs

mKommit launches

scholarship project;
sets fundraising
goal of $12,000

BY RACHAEL LEE

Missionaries’ kids are raising
funds again this year in hopes to
help provide the needs of younger
missionaries’ kids as they prepare
for college and their future careers.

This group of missionaries’ kids,
also known colloquially as “MKs,
are a part of mKommit, a group
which has been providing mentor-
shipand scholarshipssince 2013 to
help younger MKs with emotional
and financial needs as they attend
college in the U.S. Members of
mKommit are now young adults
working in education, medicine,
and other professional fields.

Members of mKommit met
while they were in college through
a ministry called mKainos, which
hosts yearly retreats for MK col-
lege students. These retreats pro-
vide a space in which MKs study-
ing in the U.S. could understand
their identities, and share their
experiences with fellow MKs.
mKommit members said that the
network and support they've re-
ceived during their years in college
was influential to their growth as
individuals in the midst of unique
challenges that they faced as MKs,
including cultural differences and
financial difficulties.

“Having been in their shoes,
we understand the journey of an
MK can be overbearing with vari-
ous challenges accompanied with
loneliness,” mKommit members
said. “Nonetheless, our firm belief
and trust in God'’s providence has
gotten us through those inevitable
humbling seasons, experiencing
God'’s provisions through unex-
pected support and encourage-
ment from those around us.”

mKommit stated that through
the mentorship and the scholar-
ship funds, they want “to reach
out and support ... younger MK
siblings who have left their mis-
sion field and family to study in
the U.S.”

“Our ultimate goal is to give back
what we have received as MKs,
which were all the prayer and sup-
port from members of the church
all around the world,” the group
added. “If we continue with the
same heart and goal and walk ev-
ery step following God’'s prompt-
ing, we believe that God will work
mightily through us. The opportu-
nity to share this heart and show
God’s love to the younger MKs is
none other than now.”

During the first year of the schol-
arship project, 15 MK students
from 12 different countries were
awarded scholarships. The num-
ber of awardees grew to 19 stu-
dents in 2014. This year, mKom-
mit has set a goal to raise $12,000,
and scholarship recipients will be
awarded at the mKainos winter
retreat this year being held from
December 28 to 31 in Malibu, CA.

This year's application process
for the scholarship has two parts.
Applicants must submit a video
testimony of their experiences
living in and attending university
in the U.S., and a letter written to
their parents overseas “sharing
their thoughts and feelings they
never had the opportunity to fully
express to them previously.”

Contributions can be
made at WwWw.youcaring.
com/2015mkommit, or by mail to
P.O. Box 75459, Los Angeles, CA
90075. Checks should be made
payable to “Global Partners” with
“MK Scholarship” on the memo
line. Tax deductible letters can be
made available upon request.
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