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Gay Marriage Ruling’s Legal
Impact on Churches, Pastors,
and Lay People “Uncertain”

BY CHRISTINE KIM

The Pacific Justice Institute
(PJI), a non-profit legal organiza-
tion that specializes in defending
religious freedom, held a seminar
at LA Full Gospel Church on Mon-
day to discuss the ramifications
that the recent Supreme Court rul-
ing on gay marriage will have on
churches and Christians.

Brad Dacus, president and
founder of PJI, discussed the po-
tential impacts that will be felt by
Christian colleges, churches, fami-
lies, and businesses. He also dis-
cussed the ways in which church
bylaws should be amended for
greater legal protection in case of
litigation.

“Religious freedom has never
been more threatened in U.S. his-
tory,” he claimed, and said that
in all settings -- schools, families,
businesses, and churches -- there
is an uncertainty as to how legal is-
sues will pan out.

Dacus says that the first line
of defense are the Christian col-
leges that could potentially lose
their tax exempt status for be-
ing considered as discriminatory
against LGBT students, similar
to the way Bob Jones University
lost its tax-exempt status for ban-
ning interracial marriages in 1983.
Churches could also lose their
tax-exempt status, but that would
likely not happen until Christian
institutions’ tax-exempt statuses
are taken away first, “for political
reasons,” Dacus added.

Families may also be impacted
by the ruling as well, Dacus said, in
that a parent’s failure to embrace
the child’s sexuality can be consid-
ered ‘negligence,” resulting in the
parent’s loss of custody over the
child.

“If CPS (Child Protective Ser-
vices) social workers try to take
your children, please, please don’t
hesitate to contact us,” Dacus said.
“We will protect your children
from being taken.”

The ruling will also affect what is
taught in public schools, he contin-
ued. Teachers who favor same-sex
marriages are now “empowered
to promote same-sex marriage,”
and the social studies curriculum
in public schools will likely in-
clude lessons on the contributions
made by LGBT individuals. Dacus
encouraged parents who are con-
cerned about this to sign opt-out
forms which would allow their
children to be excused from sitting
in during such lesson plans.

Dacus also discussed the ways
businesses have been impacted.
On the one hand, he mentioned
the cases of a flower shop, a bak-
ery, and a photographer refusing
service to same-sex weddings, and
that all of these businesses have
lost their cases.

On the other hand, there are
also Christian businesses that have
won lawsuits, including a Christian
T-shirt business in Kentucky that
refused to print gay pride festival
shirts that was vindicated by the
court. The court ruled that the law
protects the company’s decision
not to print shirts with speech that
contradicts the company’s beliefs,
under the First Amendment.

Hobby Lobby is another Chris-
tian business that won a lawsuit.
It challenged the contraceptive
coverage requirement under the
Affordable Care Act, claiming
that the requirement went against
their Christian principles. Dacus
explained that some of the major
factors that led to Hobby Lobby’s
victory was that it was a closely-
held business, and that they had
protection under the federal Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration Act
(RFRA). Though a similar result
could apply to other closely held
businesses, Dacus said, results
could also differ depending on the
state by state statutes on religious
freedom.

“Wedon’tknowhow [future cases
will] to pan out,” Dacus said. “That’s
why we have to be cautious.”

the Supreme Court ruling on gay marriage could impact their churches, schools, families, and businesses.

Korean Americans Spearhead
Prayer Movement for North Korea

A similar uncertainty applies for
churches and pastors, Dacus said.
However, Dacus urged church
leaders to adjust their policies and
bylaws. He says that changes in
the church’s bylaws “will, for the
time being at least, protect your
churches.”

In the revised version of their
bylaws, churches should explicitly
state their doctrine on marriage
and sexuality. Bylaws should also
include policies regarding the use
of facilities and church member-
ship. PJI provides an outline on its
website (pacificjustice.org) on how
churches should revise their by-
laws. Such revisions in church pol-
icies and bylaws will offer a stron-
ger basis for protection under the
First Amendment and a stronger
likelihood for a church or pastor to
win a lawsuit, in the case that they
face litigation or claims that they
are being discriminatory.

PJI, which was founded in 1997,
consists of hundreds of volunteer
affiliate attorneys across the na-
tion, and offers pro-bono services
for churches, pastors, and lay
members facing legal issues re-
garding their religious freedom.
The organization’s headquarter is
in Sacramento, CA, with four other
office locations in Santa Ana, Oak-
land, Riverside, and San Diego.

BY RACHAEL LEE

An all-day event to spread
awareness about and pray for
North Korea and reunification in
Korea is to take place in Los An-
geles on August 15, which marks
the 70th anniversary of Korea's in-
dependence from Japan, and the
7oth year since the beginnings of
the country’s division into North
and South Koreas.

The event, called ‘Adopt815,
comprises of three parts: an early
morning prayer at Koreatown
Galleria from 6:30 to 8 AM; an
afternoon of workshop sessions
from 2 to 5 PM; and an evening
worship and prayer meeting at
Oriental Mission Church from 7 to
9 PM. Locations for the workshop
sessions will be determined after
the number of attendees is deter-
mined, and will be posted on the
event website, organizers said.

“This is a unique event because
first generation Koreans have of-
ten had prayer meetings regard-
ing North Korea and unification,”
said Reverend Jim-Bob Park, the

Interviews with Asian American Church Pastors, XIV:

Building Confidence in Identity — Generationally and Ethnically

Sunhee Son Robinson (left) and Benjamin Robinson (right) are lead pastors of Living
Hope Christian Center in Emeryville, CA.

BY RACHAEL LEE

Pastor Benjamin Israel Rob-
inson is the lead pastor of Living
Hope Christian Center, a multi-
ethnic and multi-generational
church of 300 located in Em-
eryville, CA. Robinson leads the
church alongside his wife, Sunhee
Son Robinson, and both are well-
known among the Christian com-
munity and are invited to speak at
various conferences and events,
especially regarding topics such
as missions, identity, destiny, and
the Holy Spirit. Robinson shared
his experiences pastoring at Living
Hope and shared more specifically
on how Living Hope deals with is-
sues that may arise as a multi-gen-
erational and multi-ethnic church.

Q: As a multi-generational
church, how has Living Hope
tried to tackle barriers between
the older and younger genera-
tions?

A: Webelieve that there is some-

thing that God has placed in both
the younger and the older genera-
tions that we need in the church.
No one generation can come to
maturity without receiving wis-
dom from and being accountable
to the previous, older generation,
and being responsible for the gen-
eration to come.

The primary way we try to at-
tack the tendency to isolate gen-
erationally is by teaching. We have
been communicating a vision of
trans-generational discipleship. A
church can be multi-generational,
but it's not trans-generational un-
til something is being transferred
from one generation to the other.

An easy way that the younger
generation can have a rapport
with the older is through techno-
logical inclusion. “I can teach you
how to set up your computer, or
use your smartphone.” “I can help
change the time on your micro-
wave.” “Would you like to use my
computer to check your email?”
These are some things that the
younger can help the older genera-

tion with.

We also try to build confidence
in the older generation in what
they have to offer, by telling them
that their experiences and stories,
their understanding of history, are
so valuable to the younger genera-
tion, and we continually encour-
age them to share their wisdom
with the younger people.

Q: What are some ways Liv-
ing Hope has tried to bridge gaps
between ethnic groups, especially
for those members who aren't
able to speak English? Do you of-
fer translations for sermons, for
example?

A: We actually dont provide
translation — it always shocks me
to see how some of the members
in our church are able to under-
stand.

My wife and I once visited a
Korean couple who have been
attending our church for about
a year and a half. The wife of the
couple doesn’t speak English very
well. So my wife, who is Korean,
asked her, “You don't speak Eng-
lish very well — how do you handle
Benjamin’s preaching?” and the
woman responded, “It’'s amazing
— Iunderstand more when I'm lis-
tening to him preaching, than any
other time when I'm listening to
English. I feel the presence of God,
even when | don’t understand the
language. God ministers to me
through him.” The presence of the
Holy Spirit is a trans-cultural real-
ity. When the presence of the liv-
ing God is so real, it goes through
any culture.

In terms of bridging the gap be-
tween ethnic groups, we actually
try to celebrate the diversity in our
church and make sure that every-
one of any background would feel
welcome. So our church is devoid

of any sense of ethnic predomi-
nance.

Now there are a lot of churches
that are multi-ethnic, but some of
them actually tend to be mono-
cultural. There are different ethnic
groups but they may feel that they
have to act in a certain way, talk a
certain way, or dress a certain way.
The cultural contributions of the
ethnic groups are not honored,
and they are simply assimilated
into the dominant culture of the
house.

We want people to be who they
are at Living Hope. We want peo-
ple who are ghetto to be ghetto,
and we want immigrants who just
immigrated from Central or South
America or from Africa to be able
to celebrate their cultures. We like
to celebrate the diversity as best
we can.

“The presence of the
Holy Spirit is a trans-
cultural reality. When

the presence of the living

God is so real, it goes
through any culture.”

Q: We've been interviewing
many Korean American pastors
over the past few months, and
many Korean immigrant church-
esface issues that arise from being
a multi-generational church, and
even from being a multi-cultural
church since the first and second
generations have different cul-
tures as well. For your fellow pas-
tor colleagues, what kind of en-
couragement would you share?

A: Man, I would say, hang in
there — it's gonna get better. The
Lord is guiding this thing. I was

senior pastor of Oriental Mission
Church. “But this is the first major
prayer movement spearheaded by
second generation Koreans who
are now inviting first generation
Koreans to join them.”

Representativesfromvariousor-
ganizations will be featured during
the workshop sessions, including
REAH International, Samaritan’s
Purse, the Eugene Bell Founda-
tion, Hope for Orphans, and those
who have taught at Pyongyang
University of Science and Technol-
ogy (PUST). Workshops and the
evening prayer session will take
place in English, while the morn-
ing prayer session will be bilingual
in English and Korean.

“Second and third generation
Koreans -- we don’t know the de-
tails of the politics and history re-
garding North Korea,” said Grace
Yoo, community organizer and
former executive director of Ko-
rean American Coalition. “We're
hoping the event could be a way
to spread awareness about North
Korea and for Korean Americans
to become more informed.”

involved in a Korean church when
I was in college, and I also have
several Korean American friends
who are pastoring as well, so I'm
familiar with the struggles.

The challenge for the Korean-
American church is that it’s only
one generation old. If you go back
50 years, there were hardly any
Korean American churches. The
English-speaking Korean Ameri-
can church is still new, and it’s still
trying to figure out its identity; it
hasn’'t been around long enough
to understand its cultural distinct-
ness, or what it has to offer to the
church as a whole. So I think the
Korean American church just
needs time and space to develop
its sense of identity and beauty,
because there’s a powerful contri-
bution to be made from the Ko-
rean American church.

I would also encourage my col-
leagues who are pastoring to hang
in there because there’s a transient
model of discipleship that has
been prevailing and this is what |
think is turning away the younger
generation. It’s a western church
problem. When the pastors are
transient — when they just come
and go — the kids are handed off
from one pastor to the next, to the
next, and the next, and there’s no
real discipleship with them. A lot
of these kids have had teachers,
but not spiritual fathers — no one’s
committed to their lives. We need
pastors to reject the concept of
seeing children’s ministry or youth
ministry as a stepping stone, and
say to the kids, “I'm gonna walk
with you and share life with you.”

This is one in a series of inter-
views with pastors who either
serve in English ministry (EM) or
have a heart for intergeneration-
al relationships within the Asian
American church.
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