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Pre-K/Kindergarten Pastor

FRIF HEAL
Description: ' :

Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church (GSPC) is located East of Los
Angeles in the city of Rowland Heights. We are searching for a
part-time pastor to shepherd our preK-kindergarten (age 3-6) de-
partment. We are searching for a shepherd who will love, model,
and teach our young children toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Qualification requirements are as follows:

1. Currently enrolled, or graduated from a Bible college or theol-
ogy program at an accredited seminary. Verification WILL BE re-
quested prior to hiring.

2. Thorough understanding of the Korean-American immigrant
church and cultural context.

3. Fluency in English. Fluency in Korean is not necessary but this
position requires at least some ability to communicate with Ko-
rean parents. :

4. Previous children’s ministry experience preferred but we will
consider all applications.

5. A person of prayer.

6. Must have a family-centered ministry mindset,/as parents are a
crucial part of the ministry. -

Primary duties are as follows: N
1. Direct and lead Sunday worship as well as Bible study each week. *
2. Direct and lead Friday night fellowship each week.« ;

3. Create and execute annual plan and budget for the kindergarten
department. The annual plan will include activities and events
such as: VBS, prayer meetings, and any other fellowships.

4. Oversee and lead a staff of Bible study teachers.

5. Collaborate and work with other pastors in the Christian Educa-
tion department.

6. Report to the Christian Education pastor.

Position | Salaryand Housing | Benefits
Part-time | $1500/month ! none
a Resume with picture and Testimony

2 or 3 letters of recommendation(must come directly to Clark Choi from the recommender via email or US mail)
mp3 or a youtube link to one of your sermons it would strengthen your application.

Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church

1816 S. Desire Ave ,Rowland Heights, CA 91748
EMAIL: clarkjdsn@yahoo.com (To. Pastor Clark Choi) ~ Phone:714.328.2866
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Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Faith Leaders Engage in Social Issues at the Capital
Race Relations, Immigration, Human Trafficking, and Mental Iliness Among Issues Discussed

The Asian American Pacific Is-
lander (AAPI) faith community
makes up a significant portion of
America’s population today, but
it seems the community still has
a distance to cover in terms of
spreading awareness of its specific
interests and needs to the public,
having a strong voice in social is-
sues that affect the nation, and be-
ing recognized for its contribution
to the greater society.

Lighting the Community Sum-
mit, a conference that takes place at
Washington, D.C. hosted by Korean
Churches for Community Develop-
ment (KCCD), is one of the spaces in
which the AAPI faith community is
given the opportunity and platform
tovoice their interests and concerns,
and their opinions on current is-
sues affecting the nation. AAPI faith
leaders are also able to connect with
each other and with those in the
public and private sectors to work
together in serving the community.
The eighth annual LTC took place
from Monday to Wednesday this
week, with various activities includ-
ing panels with leaders in the gov-
ernment, a prayer breakfast, and a
White House briefing.

Notable leaders in the public
sector who were present at the
summit include Jannah Scott,
the Deputy Director of the Center
for Faith-Based and Neighbor-
hood Partnerships in the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security;
Mark Brinkmoeller, the Director
of the Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives of the U.S.
Agency for International Develop-
ment; Diana Yu, the Advisor of the
White House Initiative on Asian
American and Pacific Islanders
(WHIAAPI); David Kim, the As-
sociate Administrator of the U.S.
Department of Transportation;
and Grace Choi, the Policy Advisor
for the Secretary’s Office on Global

Women Issues in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State.

Throughout the conference, par-
ticipants discussed pressing issues
affecting the nation today, includ-
ing race relations, as well as issues
that particularly affect the AAPI
community, such as immigration,
and peace and security in the Asian
peninsula.

Though direct quotes were pro-
hibited from being used in media
from the White House briefing,
leaders in the public sector who
participated in the White House
briefing as well as other panels
during the summit expressed the
necessity of the AAPI community
voicing their concerns and opin-
ions. Some added that the very
act of the AAPI faith community
gathering in D.C. to share their per-
spectives makes a statement to the
governing leaders.

Standing in Solidarity

Among the various issues that
were discussed during the confer-
ence, the AAPI faith community
expressed their own experiences of
pain and frustration with systemic
injustice, aswell as their experiences
with the riots that have ensued after
the recent death of Freddie Gray.

Lovely Varughese, an Indian
American woman, shared the story
of her son’s death, and the frustra-
tion she experienced while trying
to fight for justice on behalf of her
son, Pravin, who died in February
of 2014. Pravin’s body was found
in the woods with multiple bruises
and injuries, but the cororner listed
his cause of death as hypothermia,
and “the police suspected no foul
play,” Varughese said. Over a year
later, Pravin’s case is still open, and
Varughese and Pravin’s supporters
are still advocating.

“It's hard sharing this painful
story, but I know I need to keep

fighting for this and sharing this
story because I want to help pre-
vent other families from experienc-
ing this,” Varughese said.

Priscilla Baek, a senior manager
of public affairs for Mitsui & Co.,
shared the pain of the families who
own small businesses in the midst
of riots.

Baek’s family owned a small
beauty supply shop during the times
of the 1992 L.A. Riots, and said that
as a result, she felt compelled to
speak about her experiences when
the Baltimore riots broke out.

“We have to remember that
we're in this together, and we need
to work together to get out of the
cycle of poverty,” Baek said.

Mee Moua, the executive direc-
tor of Asian Americans Advancing
Justice, added that in such circum-
stances as these, the AAPI com-
munity standing in solidarity with
other ethnic groups is crucial.

“As Asian Americans, we need to
disrupt the social and racial order, and

“Joy Strengthens the Bond Between Parent and Child”
Young Nak Couples Glean from Parenting Seminar

One of the greatest and most
significant callings of a Christian
is that of parenthood, as children
would eventually grow to be the
next leaders. As such, ensur-
ing that children are raised up in
healthy families and nurtured to
be healthy followers of Christ is a
significant concern for parents and
churches, and churches have been
vesting more attention to the nur-
turing of children. An aspect that
undoubtedly and deeply affects
the healthy nurturing of children
is the very relationship between
the children and the parents.

“Everyone wants a strong bond
with their children,” John Lop-
pnow, the pastoral care pastor at
Young Nak Celebration Church
(YNCC), said at YNCC'’s parenting
seminar on Sunday. “And joy is
what strengthens the bond.”

Loppnow, who also has a back-
ground as a Marriage and Family
Therapist (MFT), shared several
ways parents could help to keep
joy in the parent-child relation-
ship, and further strengthen that
bond.

First and foremost, Loppnow
explained that the most important
aspect to maintaining joy in the
parent-child bond is the joy that
comes from the bond between the
parent and God. Loppnow pointed
to John 15:9-12, and said that one
of the ways joy is maintained in
the parent’s relationship with God
is keeping His commands.

“If there are two things that you
could take away from this seminar,
it should be that first, God loves
you and is glad to be with you,
always,” Loppnow said. “And sec-
ond, a true life of joy comes from
following Him and putting His
words into practice by the power
of the Holy Spirit.”

“In the last six months, what has
the Holy Spirit been leading you to
learn and grow in Him? And what
about the next six months? Maybe
you could even choose an aspect
to grow in together as a family,”
Loppnow suggested, encouraging
parents to continue in striving to
become more like Christ and fol-
low Him.

Loppnow also shared several

practical ideas on maintaining
joy and strengthening the bonds
in the family. One of the ways to
maintain joy in the family bond is
to understand how joy is commu-
nicated, he said. If relational joy
is understood as being glad to be
together with someone, Loppnow
explained that that joy is expressed
differently by different people.

“You could list ten things as a
family on how you are going to co-
municate joy to each other,” Lopp-
now suggested. “And individually,
you could also list how you plan on
communicating joy to the neigh-
bors around you in the world.”

The frequency and the qual-
ity of the interaction between two
people is also one of the major
ways through which the strength
of any relationship is determined,
Loppnow said. “The strength of
the bond can withhold the people
together through the hard times,”
he added.

Loppnow also mentioned a
more scientific aspect that affects
relationships: relational circuits
(RCs). RCs are akin to switches in
the brain, and once turned off, one
would stop seeing other people
relationally, but rather, see “other
people as being in your way from
achieving your goal, or see them
as tools to use or manipulate to
achieve what you want.” When
RCs are on, “you experience oth-

ers as relational beings, and you
are concerned about what others
are thinking and feeling. You feel
the desire for connection and joy
in being together.”

Understanding this concept
helps to maintain bonds because
major conflicts tend to arise from
the RCs being turned off. Lopp-
now shared his experiences of tak-
ing time to turn his RCs back on,
or essentially, taking time to calm
down in the midst of a conflict,
and then coming back to reconcile
aftewards. These actions to take
time to calm down instead of act-
ing out of anger also model for the
children the appropriate behavior
during conflict, he added.

This was the third such par-
enting seminar that took place
recently at YNCC over the past
year. The deacons in charge of the
marriage and family ministries at
YNCC shared they hope to have at
least one parenting seminar and
one marriage seminar each year.
These seminars provide opportu-
nities for couples to not only learn
from seminar speakers, but also
from each other, as the seminars
provide time to share experiences
and ideas and learn from one an-
other. Newcomers to the church
could also find that these seminars
offer yet another opportunity to
become more involved and con-
nected to the church.

Young Nak Celebration Church hosted a parenting seminar for couples on Sunday.

stand in solidarity with others by find-
ing our commonalities,” Moua said.

The issue of civil rights, and the
federal My Brother’s Keeper ini-
tiative were also discussed at the
White House briefing.

The “Ministry of Presence”

As social issues were being dis-
cussed during the conference, one
of running themes of the summit
has been that of the “ministry of
presence.”

Mark Keam, one of the delegates
of the Virginia House of Delegates
in the 35th District, used the term
when he spoke during the first
night of the summit, saying that
one of the rules to success is simply
being present, and serving in what-
ever means in every situation.

This idea seemed to penetrate
the small group discussions and
panels throughout the conference.
Many leaders agreed that mem-
bers of the AAPI faith community
have been making progress in civic
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Over 100 AAPI faith leaders participated in KCCD’s 8th annual Lighting the Community Summit in Washington, D.C.
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engagement thus far, but to make
even greater headway, the commu-
nity must be present and involved.

“Many people tend to think that
someone else is dealing with the so-
cialissues, so they don’t feel the need
to be engaged themselves,” Diana
Yu said during a panel on Tuesday.
“But there needs to be engagement
with conviction even in civic issues.
Mission is not only out there, but
even within the government.”

David S. Kim of the U.S. Dept.
of Transportation said there would
be a significant impact if the AAPT
faith community held active com-
mitment to civic engagement and
public service just as much of a
dominant and important part of life
as the work, family, and church.

Mee Moua encouraged the AAPI
faith community to host civic ac-
tivities such as voter registration
drives, and to show up for the Cen-
sus 2020, because “when were
counted in the numbers, our voice
will matter.”

Interviews with
Asian American Church Pastors, VI:

Serving Selflessly,
Seeking Joy in Ministry

When asked about how a church
could serve younger generations,
Pastor Paul Lee, the current pas-
tor of the English ministry (EM)
at Potter’s Community Church, fo-
cused on two main aspects: being
selfless toward one another and
simply enjoying ministry.

The Korean ministry (KM) at Pot-
ter’s, for example, has been exem-
plifying selflessness toward the EM,
said Lee. To show support, the KM,
which has a much larger congrega-
tion, has been investing in them
financially, and has been providing
food at various EM events, Lee said.

He further explained that the
KM has been like a parent to the
EM, and that they had always
been a firm supporter whenever
EM needed their help. The two
ministries have had many ac-
tivities together, such as picnics,
beach trips, and Christmas festivi-
ties. Lee said that Pastor Patrick
Lim, the senior pastor of Potter’s,
is likely a major influence to the
KM’s approach toward EM.

“Pastor Lim tries to educate the
first generation to sacrifice for the
next generation,” he said. “I think
the older generation needs to show
the second generation first hand
what it means to sacrifice. I believe
this is the Jesus way — there might
no promise of return, but sacrific-
ing first despite that.”

He added that the EM also must
show selflessness and humility to
the KM. “Neither can demand sacri-
fice, but both can offer it,” said Lee.

Lee explained that the KM and EM
relationship is important because it
is one of the factors that may affect
young people’s decision to stay in or
leave the church. He said that young
people may feel slightly uncomfort-
able in the presence of adults, and
that when the older members of the
church intentionally make an effort
to show they care about and want to
invest in the younger generation, it
will make a difference.

“Church also just needs to be fun
and exciting,” he added. “Young peo-
ple face so many temptations in

the world,
and church
could offer
better al-
ternatives
to those
tempta-
tions.”

“It's  dif-
ficult  be-
cause these
temptations are ‘cool.” They don’t
understand how it has a grip on
them or what it means to be truly
free. They understand freedom in
the sense of having the freedom to
do those things, but they don’t un-
derstand that true freedom is be-
ing able to say, ‘T don’t need those
things.”

Lee has been to jailhouses,
lawyer’s offices, and courthouses
while serving younger people. But
he said that one of the greatest joys
that he has experienced serving in
EM is seeing young people such
as these be transformed by Christ
and see them growing and thriv-
ing in Him, he explained.

Group Bible studies and sharing
time, basketball, playing pool, and
ping pong are among some of the ac-
tivities that Lee has organized to cre-
ate a space where EM members can
have fun within the church, and also
have fellowship with one another.

Lee added that the leadership’s
excitement for ministry also has an
effect on the church members. Lee
encouraged pastors to enjoy minis-
try together by developing trusting
and supportive relationships with
each other. “Ministry itself is so dif-
ficult; with no partnership, it would
be even more so,” he said.

“When pastors and leaders are
having fun, kids will naturally
want to join in on the fun,” he ex-
plained. “And our spiritual walk
should be enjoyable.”

This is one in a series of inter-
views with pastors who either
serve in English ministry (EM) or
have a heart for intergenerational
relationships within the Asian
American church.
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