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Pre-K/Kindergarten Pastor

FRIF HEAL
Description: ' :

Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church (GSPC) is located East of Los
Angeles in the city of Rowland Heights. We are searching for a
part-time pastor to shepherd our preK-kindergarten (age 3-6) de-
partment. We are searching for a shepherd who will love, model,
and teach our young children toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Qualification requirements are as follows:

1. Currently enrolled, or graduated from a Bible college or theol-
ogy program at an accredited seminary. Verification WILL BE re-
quested prior to hiring.

2. Thorough understanding of the Korean-American immigrant
church and cultural context.

3. Fluency in English. Fluency in Korean is not necessary but this
position requires at least some ability to communicate with Ko-
rean parents. :

4. Previous children’s ministry experience preferred but we will
consider all applications.

5. A person of prayer.

6. Must have a family-centered ministry mindset,/as parents are a
crucial part of the ministry. -

Primary duties are as follows: N
1. Direct and lead Sunday worship as well as Bible study each week. *
2. Direct and lead Friday night fellowship each week.« ;

3. Create and execute annual plan and budget for the kindergarten
department. The annual plan will include activities and events
such as: VBS, prayer meetings, and any other fellowships.

4. Oversee and lead a staff of Bible study teachers.

5. Collaborate and work with other pastors in the Christian Educa-
tion department.

6. Report to the Christian Education pastor.

Position | Salaryand Housing | Benefits
Part-time | $1500/month ! none
a Resume with picture and Testimony

2 or 3 letters of recommendation(must come directly to Clark Choi from the recommender via email or US mail)
mp3 or a youtube link to one of your sermons it would strengthen your application.

Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church

1816 S. Desire Ave ,Rowland Heights, CA 91748
EMAIL: clarkjdsn@yahoo.com (To. Pastor Clark Choi) ~ Phone:714.328.2866
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Korean American Pastors Dialogue on Engaging the Community KoreanChurches
Recent Issues Highlight Need for More Civic Engagement from Korean American Christians

BY RACHAEL LEE

Countlesssocial issuesare affect-
ing the world today, and one issue
that has been especially capturing
theattention of the U.S. isthe racial
tension that has resurfaced due to
the deaths of Michael Brown, Eric
Garner, and Freddie Gray over
the past several months. Since the
first incident in August, Christian
leaders in various contexts have
been discussing the issue of racial
reconciliation, but many Korean
Americans have begged the ques-
tion: Where are the Korean Ameri-
can Christian leaders in these dis-
cussions? For many, the lack of a
voice from the Korean American
church on such issues seemed to
reflect a lack of engagement of the
Korean American church with other
culturesin general.

This issue was discussed at the
recent Connect Conference, a
gathering of some 40 mostly Kore-
an American pastors and lay lead-
ers that took place at Thanksgiving
Church in Buena Park, CA.

The conference, which aims to
empower and connect Korean
American pastors for the further
building up of God's kingdom,
particularly focused on social jus-
tice this year and the need for Ko-
rean American Christian leaders
to engage in social issues.

“Ever since the incident in Fer-
guson happened, this is something
that'sbeenonmy heart,” said Grace
Cho from Las Vegas Full Gospel
Church, who served as the head or-
ganizer of the conference.

“We need to care about these is-
sues, and ask Jesus to help us to
see as he sees, and feel as he feels
about these things,” she said.

Steve Choi of Crossway Church;
Susie Gamez from World Impact;
and Aaron Cho from Quest Church,
spoke on the first day of the two-day

(From left to right: Steve Choi, Susie Gamez, and Aaron Cho) The Connect Conference discussed how Korean American Chis-

tian leaders are to engage with social issues in the curent day.

conference, during which the dia-
logue was mostly focused on com-
munity engagement.

Steve Choi began the conference
by setting the foundation for acts
of justice: the grace that God freely
gives. He cautioned leaders against
using good works--including those
of social justice--as a way to some-
how repay God for his grace, and
instead reminded them that God'’s
grace is a gift freely given and one
that can never be repaid. This truth
frees the Christian to become grate-
ful, gracious, and generous people to
others, Choi said.

With grace as the foundation,
Susie Gamez and Aaron Cho fo-
cused their attention on the need
for Korean American Christians to
engage in dialogue about social is-
sues and racial reconciliation.

“Korea is known to be one of the
countries that sends the most mis-
sionaries overseas,” said Gamez,
a Korean American woman who
married a Latino American man.
Both Gamez and her husband
serve in World Imapact.

“But have Korean Americans tak-
en the mission call seriously in our
own backyards? Will the commu-

nity around us recognize us for the
love we have for our neighbors?”

Discussing Koreans' tendency
to be exclusive, Gamez explained
that this may arise from Korea’s
history of having to defend itself
from numerous countries.

“Defending our culture is a ma-
jor part of our history,” she said.

However, she added, Korean
Americans who have grown up in
the U.S. “have a different call” to
their lives, and “live in a different
time and place from that of” previ-
ous generations.

“We [Korean Americans] have to
be intentional in undoing the exclu-
sive tendencies,” Gamez said.

Aaron Cho agreed, and added
that the upbringing of Korean
Americans may also affect their
engagement, or lack thereof, with
the greater community.

“I didn’t talk about race and jus-
tice at the dinner table with my
parents,” Cho said. “And having
not grown up with these discus-
sions, we probably wouldn’'t know
how to engage in them as adults.”

“So | think a lot of times, we
stop ourselves from publicly dis-
cussing these issues because we're

Interviews with Asian American Church Pastors, V:
The Need for Mutual Understanding
In the Korean Immigrant Church
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BY RACHAEL LEE

Korean Americans in the im-
migrant family and immigrant
church contexts are likely familiar
with the cultural, lingual, and gen-
erational struggles in interactions
between the older and younger
generations. Pastor Jim-Bob Park,
the senior pastor at Oriental Mis-
sion Church (OMC) in Los An-
geles, likewise, has experienced
such struggles firsthand. Park
experienced the second genera-
tion’s pains and hurts as he served
in English ministry (EM) for 20
years in multiple churches.

“Much of the second genera-
tion struggle with disillusionment
of the spirituality of their parents.
They saw Sunday Christians in
their parents, and they don’t
want that. They were exposed to
church fights, splits, and politics.
The wickedness of one generation
is killing the next,” he elaborated.

Despite the things they’ve seen
in the first generation, however,
Park says that those in the second
generation who are devoted to
the Lord have a genuine and au-
thentic faith—but again, the first
generation doesn’t make that de-
votion easy for them. Many first
generation parents are unwilling
to let go of their children, and
tend to worship “a golden calf idol
of success,” he said.

As the first generation invested
so much in their children, they
often have high expectations for

Pastor Jim-Bob Park is the senior pastor of Oriental Mission Church.

success and fail to tell their chil-
dren what to do after the success,
which is living for God's glory and
his kingdom, Park explained.

“The first generation suffered
so much for their children, and
they subconsciously or consciously
want a payback or a return from
the second generation. But | tell the
first generation to not overinvest
in their children, because children
bring the worst return. Children are
supposed to leave you and become
one flesh with someone. Don’t be
disappointed if they don't come
back to take care of you,” he said.

Park also explained that some-
times, the KM (Korean ministry)
is so protective of the EM, that the
latter are handed everything on a
silver platter, and are not given
the opportunities to take respon-
sibility.

“We need to let EM make mis-
takes,” he said. “That’s how they
grow, and that's how they become
more responsible and have more
ownership.”

Park has been trying to apply
that in his own church. Since the
EM pastor of OMC left, Park has
been preaching for EM services
until they find their new full-time
EM pastor. However, he won't
have any part in the search pro-
cess—the current part-time EM
pastor and EM leaders have been
given the responsibility to find
their new pastor. The EM also
manages their own offerings.

Lack of ownership combined

with too many choices may be the
cause for EM pastors choosing to
leave a church when it becomes
difficult, or for EM members
choosing to “church hop.” But
Park encourages the second gen-
eration to cultivate endurance and
patience, and “to seek a life of holi-
ness rather than a life of comfort.”

Leaving a life of comfort is what
God led him to do when he was
first called to leave EM and serve
in KM 8 years ago. Park came
to the U.S. when he was only 10
years old, so he felt that his Kore-
an wasn't good enough to be able
to preach in Korean, and the first
generation was an entirely unfa-
miliar culture to him.

“But I felt the Spirit saying to me,
‘You didn’'t go to KM to be comfort-
able. You went to KM for reform.”

Since then, Park said he com-
mitted to speaking a message of
repentance to the first generation
Korean Christians. One of the
main things he tries to help them
understand is that the KM cannot
expect EM to be a continuation of
KM and everything that KM did.

“They need to look at EM as a
mission field, not as a continua-
tion. You can't expect EM to do
everything the same way as KM
because they live in a different
culture with a different language,”
he explained. “KM wants to dress
up EM in their own spiritual at-
tire, but it's not appropriate for
them. It’s like when Saul encour-
aged David to wear his armor into
battle. David didn't like the armor
because it was too heavy; so he
took it off, and he went into battle
as he was—and he killed it.”

Ultimately, what is needed be-
tween the two generations is a
better understanding of each oth-
er, but Park encouraged EM pas-
tors to not take the KM and EM
relationship “too seriously.”

“It's not as bad or as rosy as you
think it is, so just let it go.”

This is one in a series of interviews
with pastorswho either serve in Eng-
lish ministry (EM) or have a heart
for intergenerational relationships
within the Asian American church.

afraid we’ll say something wrong.
But saying nothing is also saying
something,” added Cho.

“Does your ministry and/or
church talk about injustices hap-
pening in the world, and is there
room to pray for these issues?
These issues of Ferguson and
Baltimore are the points of main
conversation in the country today.
These incidents will be in the fu-
ture history books.”

Cho encouraged leaders to take
steps toward greater engagement
by discussing and praying about
these issues in the ministry setting,
building relationships with people
of different backgrounds, and
even studying Christian books by
people of different backgrounds.

Connect Conference was started
in 2007 by the Assemblies of God
Korean District Council with the
heart to bridge the gap between the
first and second generation pastors.
Eventually, the conference began
to focus on empowering Korean
American pastors to impact their
communities, and give them oppor-
tunities to connect and build rela-
tionships with one another, to work
together for God's kingdom.

Intercede
for the Nation

BY RACHAEL LEE

In observance of the National
Day of Prayer, some 800 people
from various Korean churches in
the Orange County area gathered
at Grace Ministries International
(GMI) on the night of May 7, in-
terceding on behalf of the U.S. and
the leaders of the nation.

“When we pray, miracles hap-
pen,” said Reverend Jungmyung
Song, the CEO of Gospel Broadcast-
ing Company (GBC). GBC is one of
the largest Korean Christian radio
stations in Southern California.

Several dozen Korean immigrant
and Korean American leaders led
prayer topics on repentance; inter-
cession for families and school cam-
puses; intercession for President
Obama, Congress, the Supreme
Court Justices, and the other lead-
ers of the nation; intercession for the
leaders of churches and ministries;
intercession on behalf of Korea; and
intercession on behalf of missionar-
ies all over the world, especially for
those who are facing persecution in
their mission fields.

“May You give courage to carry
out justice; courage against evil; and
courage to do what is right,” attend-
ees prayed on behalf of the nation’s
leaders.

The National Day of Prayer is a
designated national observance
that has been observed since 1952
by a joint resolution in Congress
that was signed by former Presi-
dent Harry Truman. Over 40,000
gatherings are estimated to have
taken place on Thursday to ob-
serve the day in corporate prayer.

The gathering of Korean church-
es at GMI was hosted by the Jesus
Awakening Movement for Ameri-
ca/All Nations (JAMA) and the Ko-
rean Christian Council in America.

American Christians on
the Decline, Study Finds

Yet America Still Maintains
Highest Number of Christians

BY PATRICK LEE

America’s religious demographic
has changed in the last seven years
as the number of American Chris-
tians has dropped in both per-
centage and overall number. On
Tuesday, the Pew Research Cen-
ter released a study showing the
changes in the American religious
landscape for the year of 2014.

The report includes a sample size
of more than 35,000 Americans
and shows that Christianity is not
as prominent as it was seven years
ago.

In 2007, when the last report
was published, 78.4% of U.S. adults
claimed to belong to a Christian
group, which includes Protestants,
Catholics, Mormons, and more.

In the most recent report, the
percentage dropped to 70.6 per-
cent. In terms of number, there are
about five million fewer Christians
in America today than in 2007.
Among the groups identified as
Christians, the largest drop was
seen in the mainline Protestant
and Catholic groups.

America, however, still has more
Christians than any other country
in the world, the study found.

In 2007, Mainline Protestants
and Catholics accounted for 18.1
and 23.9 percent of U.S. adults
respectively. 7 years later, they ac-
counted for 14.7 and 20.8 percent.
Evangelical Protestants, however,
only dropped from 26.3 to 25.4
percent.

While the general number of
Christians in the U.S. has dropped,
the number of those not associat-
ing with a faith grew.

About 22.8 percent of U.S.
adults had no religious affiliation
in 2014; in 2007 it was 16.1 per-
cent. 18 percent of the U.S. adult
population reportedly grew up in
religious homes and now consider
themselves to have no religion.

The general increase in this
group affects many demographic
groups, reports the Pew Research

Center. The unaffiliated group is
one of the younger groups com-
pared to religious groups, and con-
tinues to get younger. The average
age of the group dropped from 38
in 2007 to 26 in 2014.

Further, the percentage of
Christian college graduates has
dropped from 73 to 64 percent.
The percentage of Christians with
less than a college education also
dropped, from 81 to 73 percent.

Gender lines also show distinc-
tion in terms of religious affilia-
tion. 27 percent of men consider
themselves to have no religious
affiliation while 19 percent of
women identify with that group.
Both males and females have in-
creased percentage in this group,
however.

The research also found that
diversity of Christians in the U.S.
has increased despite the overall
decline in number.

“Racial and ethnic minorities
now make up 41% of Catholics (up
from 35% in 2007), 24% of evan-
gelical Protestants (up from 19%)
and 14% of mainline Protestants
(up from 9%),” the study states.

Though the Christian faith has
lostmembers, Islam and Hinduism
have gained prominence in Ameri-
ca. Muslims grew from .4 percent
to .9 percent of U.S. adults, while
Hindus grew from .4 to .7 percent.
Currently, non-Christian faiths
make up about 5.9 percent of the
U.S. adult population, an increase
from the 4.7 percent in 2007.

The survey was conducted
through telephone interviews and
has a margin of error of .6 percent.

This recent study is the second
study on the religious landscape
of the U.S. that Pew Research con-
ducted and published since the
first that was conducted in 2007.
The research organization states
that the study was originally de-
signed to “fill the gap” that exists
due to a lack of consistent, reliable,
and comprehensive research with
a large sample.
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