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PCA-CKC Holds Fourth Annual
Leadership Forum for
English-Speaking Pastors

BY RACHAEL LEE

Some 40 English-speaking (EM)
pastors of the Coalition of Ko-
rean Churches--a coalition of Ko-
rean churches in the Presbyterian
Church of America (also known
as PCA-CKC)--gathered for the
PCA-CKC'’s fourth annual leader-
ship forum for EM pastors, which
took place in Orange County,
CA. Pastors from various regions
throughout the country, including
Southern California, lllinois, Wash-
ington, D.C., and Georgia, were in
attendance. Simultaneously, some
150 Korean-speaking (KM) pastors
also gathered for the PCA-CKC KM's
18th annual meeting at the same lo-
cation.

“We organized these annual
gatherings to create a space where
EM pastors could gather and build
relationships with each other, and
really create this network within
the presbytery,” said Reverend
Billy Park, the founder and senior
pastor of Community Presbyterian
Church in Suwanee, GA.

Reverend Joel Kim from New Life
Mission Church spoke on the first
night on Acts, and particularly re-
ferred to the example of the Apos-
tle Paul and his companions as an
example of the need for co-laborers
to effectively do the gospel work.

Reverend Min Chung, the se-
nior pastor of Covenant Fellow-
ship Church (CFC) in Chamapign,
IL, spoke on the story of Samson
during the second night, and he
cautioned pastors that there are
consequences to sin. He also re-
minded pastors of the mercy and
grace that follows, and encouraged
pastors that even after mistakes
and failure, God can and will still
use them for His kingdom.

Reverend Billy Park, the final
speaker, spoke on ‘Reformed Ec-
clesiology,” and said that when he
was once asked, “What’s the most

pressing issue in the church?” he
answered, “The lack of ecclesiolo-
gy,” a term that refers to the study
of the church. Specifically, Park
focused on the structure of the
church, and explained the reason-
ing behind the plurality of elders in
the Presbyterian church.

“Jesus Christ is the head of the
church, not any teacher or pastor,”
Park said. “The Word is the apos-
tolic witness of God, and the church
andeldersare heretoguard usfrom
thinking that we are the head.”

Pastors also had opportunities
to share concerns and questions
during Q&A sessions which took
place after each main session, dur-
ing which younger pastors were
able to receive advice from the
older pastors in the forum. One
pastor expressed that he felt out
of place in both the Korean and
Anglo presbytery, and asked what
kind of a future Korean American
pastors in the PCA should be look-
ing forward to.

“Many of the PCA leaders are
looking for young pastors to take
on leadership roles,” said Park,
who works in the PCA as the Ko-
rean Relations Representative for
the PCA Administrative Commit-
tee. “And many of those young pas-
tors are Asian Americans. We're
the largest minority group in the
PCA. So if we start becoming more
informed, start getting familiar
with the ways of the denomina-
tion, I know that there will be a lot
of opportunities in the future.”

To note, KM pastors sponsored
the EM pastors’ registration and
hotel fees, and up to half of the flight
costs for the pastors who came from
out-of-state. Some pastors, however,
expressed that they would have ap-
preciated more time to spend with
the KM pastors during the con-
ference for more interaction and
building of relationships between
the KM and EM leaders.

AR
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A panel of North Korean defectors shared testimonies at the United Nations on April 30 regarding human rights in the DPRK.

. —

North Korea: The Regime’s Human Rights Violations,
and the Need for Continued International Pressure

Young-Hwan Hahm, Hyung-Jin
Im, Anderson Kim, and Daewon
Kim contributed to this report.

As one of the most secluded and
isolated regimes in the world, and
as one of the nations with the most
severe religious persecution and
human rights violations, North
Korea s the subject of attention for
many organizations, events, and
movements all over the world.

Of those, one of the most grand-
scale events centered on the issues
involving North Korea is the an-
nual North Korea Freedom Week
(NKFW), hosted by the North Ko-
rea Freedom Coalition. The event
features North Korean defector
delegates, Congressional hear-
ings, reports, panels, protests, and
other events that share detailed in-
formation regarding the status of
the North Korean regime, and the
conditions that the North Korean
people live in.

This year’s NKFW, which took
place from April 26 to May 2, fo-
cused onthe changesand improve-
ments that have been progressing
within the country recently, and
the actions that are still needed
from the international community
to further the progress toward free-

Interviews with Asian American Church Pastors, 1V:

“We Would Go to Any Length...”
A House Church’s Heart for the Lost

Grace Church.

BY RACHAEL LEE

The value of one precious soul.

That's at the heart of LA Seoul
Grace Church, according to Pas-
tor Keesong Lee. He’s currently
in charge of the English ministry
there.

LA Seoul Grace Church is actu-
ally a “house church,” a church
which had been started with a
few families. These core members
then committed to bring nonbe-
lievers from their families and
friends — they're called VIPs.

“We would go to any length to
bring these VIPs to church,” he
said.

Every Friday night, LA Seoul
Grace Church has flock group
meetings in which flock leaders
meet with their flock group mem-
bers, and together they share, get
to know each other more deeply,
and have fellowship together.
This is the context in which these
church members try to show their
VIPs — nonbeliever family mem-
bers and friends — the love of
Christ in action.

“Giving rides is just the start,”
Lee explained. “We cook food for
them and bring the snacks that
they like. One particular mem-
ber really likes Homerun Balls [a
Korean chocolate filled snack], so

we would try to bring that every
Friday. But one time, the market
didn’t have any Homerun Balls
left, so we just bought something
else. But the VIP member said,
‘Where’s my Homerun Balls?
You said you'd bring Homerun
Balls.’ In a worldly perspective,
someone might think, ‘Why go
through that humiliation and
receive that kind of treatment?’
But those complaints don’t stop
us. We would do anything we can
to bring more nonbelievers to
our meetings in hopes that they
would know Jesus.”

Every Friday, in order to make
sure that everyone could make it
to the flock group meeting, Lee
would start out at his home in
Monterey Park; then to Pasade-
na; then to Glendale; and finally
to the flock group meeting loca-
tion in La Crescenta. After the
meeting is over, Lee would go
back the same route — but after he
drops off his family at Monterey
Park, he makes one more stop to
Long Beach to take a flock group
member home, and then heads
back home himself. By the time he
arrives home, it would be 1 AM.

This is the story that depicts not
only Lee, butall of those who serve
as leaders of these flock groups.

He described one particular

leader who cries every Sunday at
worship, praying for the nonbe-
lievers in her family and friends
and sowing in tears. It's because
of a heart like this, a heart of hun-
ger and desperation for the lost,
that even in the midst of difficul-
ties, this house church has lasted
for over 7 years now. They won't
give up because they won't give
up on these souls, Lee said.

“What about the EM?” I asked.
It seemed like Lee was describing
mostly the KM members. Out of
50 young adult and college mem-
bers, only 8 of those are regular
members of the EM. Lee shared
honestly that that heart of despera-
tion is not so apparent in the EM.

“There are a lot of reasons why
though, and | can’t blame them
for it. For one thing, our facilities
aren’t that great right now; for ex-
ample, we don’t have a basketball
court, and the kids just hang out
in the parking lot. So a lot of our
EM members are hesitant to in-
vite their friends to our church be-
cause they feel that there wouldn’t
be much to do,” he explained.

“But on the other hand, I also
think that perhaps some of our
EM and 2nd generation mem-
bers are ‘spoiled’. They've grown
up in so much abundance. Abun-
dance of spiritual investment and
prayer. Abundance in material
wealth and comfort. And because
of it, no one can blame them when
they are not hungry for the Lord
or hungry for the lost.”

Hewenton. “Isn’t that the heart
of a Christian? The heart of the
Church? To hunger for the Lord.
To bring one more lost soul back
to Him. It's when we realize this,
when we’re poor in spirit and we
cry out for His people that revival
will come.”

This is one in a series of inter-
views with pastors who either serve
in English ministry (EM) or have
a heart for intergenerational rela-
tionships within the Asian Ameri-
can church.

dom for the North Korean people
and reunification of Korea.

One of the major points of prog-
ress was information flow, accord-
ing to Suzanne Scholte, the chair-
man of the North Korea Freedom
Coalition.

“The North Korean govern-
ment has been trying hard to cen-
sor information from outside the
country, but these days, there are
so many refugees, and through
them, people within North Korea
are able to obtain so much infor-
mation,” Scholte said. “The North
Korean people are slowly starting
to understand that the difficulties
they face in their daily lives are
due to the regime of Kim Jong-
Eun, and | would say that’s a huge
change.”

Additionally, the increase in
defectors also helped the interna-
tional community to become more
informed of the actual conditions
inside the country, and the impov-
erished state that the people live in.

Many of the defectors who were
part of the NKFW were given mul-
tiple opportunities during the week
to share testimonies from their
experiences--stories of starvation,
homelessness, and unreasonable
arrest and detainment in concen-

tration camps.

International pressure on the
North Korean government is one
of the most significant ways to al-
leviate the human rights violations
occurring in the nation, according
to leaders of multiple organizations.

One of the ways to place in-
creased pressure to re-list North
Korea as a state sponsor of terror-
ism, according to Joshua Stanton
fromtheU.S. Committee for Human
Rights in North Korea (HRNK). Do-
ing so would strengthen sanctions
against the regime and pressure
the North Korean government to
stop its illegal activities and hu-
man rights violations.

Beyond international political
efforts to alleviate the conditions
for the North Korean people, de-
fectors asked for prayers from the
international church community.

“The fact that | am here is a re-
sult of the sincere prayers of all of
the members the church on behalf
of North Korea,” said Young-Hee
Kim, who shared her testimony at
a church service that started the
NKFW on Sunday. Kim said her
hope is that the gospel that sets
prisoners free would penetrate
North Korea, “just as it proclaims
in Isaiah 61:1-3.”

Nepal’s ‘Red Tape’ Slows
Relief Efforts in Rural Areas
Affected by the Earthquake

BY PATRICK LEE

The Nepal earthquake that oc-
curred on April 25 still has the
country in need of emergency
relief. Some rural areas have yet
to receive aid as relief efforts are
unable to reach victims because of
bureaucratic red tape.

Currently, relief supplies from
various organizations are held up
at airports and warehouses be-
cause of inspections required by
Nepalese customs authorities. Aid
organizations have shared their
frustration with the slow process,
urging Nepal to lift these proce-
dures for the emergency situation.

“The bottleneck was the fact that
the bureaucratic procedures were
just so heavy ... So many layers of
government and so many depart-
ments involved, so many different
line ministriesinvolved ... We need
[these supplies] up in the affected
areas,” Jamie McGoldrick of the
United Nations told the New York
Times.

The 7.8-magnitude earthquake
killed more than 7,000 people.
With structures leveled and pow-
er lines destroyed, the Nepalese
government was unresponsive.
The first two days were filled with
panic as the government struggled

to assess the situation.

In order to create an effective re-
sponse, government officials said
that the Nepalese government
needed to enforce strict rules in
every aspect of government, in-
cluding incoming supplies from
relief efforts. Some believe that the
bureaucracy’s procedures for the
incoming supplies is thorough in
order to prevent any future accu-
sation of hoarding relief materials.

The nation’s capital of Kath-
mandu has received aid and vol-
unteers from around the globe.
Minendra Rijal, the Information
Minister of Nepal, said that most
of the major rescue work has been
accomplished in the capital and
nearby areas. The rest of the work
in those areas could be handled by
local efforts.

Rijal instead suggested that the
relief workers help out other more
rural areas in Nepal, where some
communities are still unreached.
Some 4,000 aid workers world-
wide have gone to Nepal to assist
in relief efforts. Given its location
and high altitude, Nepal is a dif-
ficult country for relief efforts to
reach. Experts state that the be-
ginning stages of relief, however,
are crucial to the recovery of the
nation.

More than 7,000 people were killed and tens of thousands more were injured in
Nepal due to the 7.8-magnitude earthquake. (Photo courtesy of Hee-Chul Choi)
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Decision Regarding Same-Sex Marriages to Be Made by End of June

Supreme Court Justices
Consider Oral Arguments
on Same-Sex Marriages

BY RACHAEL LEE

Since 2013, when the United
States vs. Windsor case was heard
and the third section of the De-
fense of Marriage Act (DOMA)
was struck down as a result, the
nation has rapidly moved toward
greater acceptance of same-sex
marriages. In less than two years,
the number of states that issue
marriage licenses to same-sex
couples increased from 17 states
to 36 states and Washington, D.C.,
and only 14 states do not accept
same-sex marriage today.

Most recently, the Supreme
Court heard oral arguments on
April 28 regarding cases involved
with same-sex marriages in four
states—Ohio, Kentucky, Tennes-
see, and Michigan. The decision of
the nine Supreme Court Justices
that results from this hearing—
which most project will be made
by the end of June—will make a
historic statement on the status of
marriage in the country.

The two main questions:
Who gets to choose what?
Do the states have to
recognize out-of-state
marriage licenses?

The oral arguments were cen-
tered on two main questions:

1) Does the Fourteenth Amend-
ment require a State to license a
marriage between two people of
the same sex? (which will hereon
be referred to as Question 1)

Marriage is currently an institu-
tion that is determined at the state
level, and until recently when
state’s amendments and proposi-
tions were struck down by federal
courts, any given state’s defini-
tion of marriage was determined
through a bill or through a voter-
approved proposition.

Hence, Question 1 could be seen
as the essential issue at stake in
this case, as it determines whether
same-sex couples have a constitu-
tional right to be granted marriage
licenses. Who gets to decide who
I want to marry? And who gets to
decide the definition of marriage
for me? In other words, what is at
stake in this case is the right of an
individual to be able to choose his
or her spouse, and the right of a
state to decide what an institution
like marriage means in that state.

2) Does the Fourteenth Amend-
ment require a State to recognize a
marriage between two people of the
same sex when their marriage was
lawfully licensed and performed
out-of-state? (which will hereon be
referred to as Question 2)

If the Supreme Court finds that

the answer to Question 1 is a yes,
then this second question doesn’t
need to be answered, since same-
sex marriage will be accepted on
a national level in that case. But
if the Court finds that the answer
to Question 1 is a no, then the Jus-
tices’ decision regarding Question
2 will determine whether same-
sex couples married in certain
states will still be recognized as
married in states where marriage
licenses are not issued to same-sex
couples.

The following are some of the
concerns that the judges voiced
during the oral arguments.

Do judges have the right to
change a long-standing
definition of marriage?

Justices brought up concerns
involving the fact that the defini-
tion of marriage as between a man
and awoman has existed for thou-
sands of years and in almost all
societies and cultures.

“How do you account for the
fact that, as far as I'm aware, until
the end of the 20th century, there
never was a nation or a culture that
recognized marriage between two
people of the same sex?” posed
Justice Samuel Anthony Alito, Jr.

“Now, can we infer from that
that those nations and those cul-
tures all thought that there was
some rational, practical purpose
for defining marriage in that way,
or is it your argument that they
were all operating independently
based solely on irrational stereo-
types and prejudice?” Justice Alito
asked Attorney Mary Bonauto,
who took the position that the
Constitution guarantees a right
for same-sex couples to be granted
marriage licenses.

Justice Stephen G. Breyer said
the view that marriage is between
aman and a woman “has been the
law everywhere for thousands of
years among people who were not
discriminating even against gay
people.”

“Suddenly you want nine people
outside the ballot box to require
States that don’t want to do it to
change what you've heard is what
marriage is to include gay people,”
Justice Breyer said to Bonauto.

“If you read about the Kalahari
people or ancient peoples, they
didn't have a government like
this,” Justice Anthony M. Kenne-
dy said. “They made it themselves
and it was man and a woman.”

“This definition has been with
us for millennia,” Justice Kennedy
continued. “And it’s very difficult
for the Court to say, ‘Oh, well, we
know better.”

Would changing the
definition of marriage lead to
different types of
relationships being legally
validated in the future,
for example, polygamy?

Another concern was whether
changing such a long-standing
definition would present the pos-
sibility of suddenly opening it up to
other types of relationships, such as
polygamy. Justice Alito posed that
“amarriage between two people of
the same sex is not something that
we have had before,” and “recog-
nizing that is a substantial break.”

Hence, if same-sex marriage
were to be accepted nationally,
“Why [would accepting polygamy]
agreater break?” he asked.

Would accepting same-sex
marriages as valid lead
to restrictions on religious
practice?

Religious freedom was another
issue that was brought up in the
case that same-sex marriage is ac-
cepted as a constitutional right.

Justice Scalia was the strongest
proponent of this concern. He said
that when the definition of mar-
riage is a matter of the States, ex-
ceptions could be made as “to what
is required for same-sex marriage,
who has to honor it, and so forth.”

“But once it's made a matter of
constitutional law ... Is it conceiv-
able that a minister who is au-
thorized by the State to conduct
marriage can decline to marry two
men if indeed this Court holds that
they have a constitutional right to
marry? Is it conceivable that that
would be allowed?”

Other religious issues were
brought up. What about a reli-
gious school that has married
housing? Would it “be required to
afford such housing to same-sex
couples?” Chief Justice John G.
Roberts asked. Justice Alito asked
whether the tax-exempt status of a
college or university that opposed
same-sex marriage would be in
jeopardy of being taken away.
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Does the State have a good
reason to exclude a group of
people from the institution of

marriage?

The biggest issue that the Jus-
tices had with the position that
the states should decide the defi-
nition of marriage for themselves,
is whether the states have a good
enough reason to exclude a spe-
cific group of people from the in-
stitution of marriage.

“l think before something as
fundamental to a society and to
individuals as marriage, before an
exclusion of this kind can be made
in that institution, the State needs
some reason for that exclusion,”
said Justice Elena Kagan.

“Is gay marriage fundamental?
.. The issue was starting from
the proposition of, is the right to
marry fundamental?” Justice So-
nia Sotomayor said. “And then is
it compelling for a State to exclude
a certain group of people?”

Attorney John Bursch, who took
the position that the Constitu-
tion does not guarantee same-sex
couples the right to receive mar-
riage licenses, asserted that the
need for marriage licenses arose
out of a state interest to encour-
age the bond of biological parents
and their children to be stable and
long-lasting.

“If we assume a basic purpose of
marriage is to encourage an emo-
tional and rearing bond between
parents and children,” said Jus-
tice Breyer, how will “allowing gay
people to marry ... weaken it?”

Should a voter's “feelings”
come into play in decision-
making?

Justice Sotomayor also dis-
agreed with one of Bursch’s argu-
ments that a reasonable voter at
the ballot box could believe that
two different types of marriages—
one that is focused on the bond of
parents and children, and one that
is focused on emotion and com-
mitment of the couple—would

bring about different results in the
family, which could lead a voter to
prefer one type of family over the
other.

“Why would that feeling, which
doesn't make any logical sense,
control our decision-making?”
Justice Sotomayor asked.

Would a state be required to
recognize atypical mar-
riages including polygamous
ones, or marriages between
cousins, or marriages with
minors, that were lawfully
performed out-of-state?

In regards to Question 2, the
Justices asked Attorney Douglas
Hallward-Driemeier  questions
regarding different types of atypi-
cal out-of-state marriages, and
whether any given state should be
required to recognize them.

When posed with the issue of
polygamy, Hallward-Driemeier
responded that a state wouldn’t
have to recognize that marriage
because the State “doesn’t have
such an institution,” and “the
State’s marriage laws don't ad-
dress” issues related to polygamy.

Justice Scalia said the same line
of reasoning could be used for
same-sex marriages. “The state
says we only have the institution
of heterosexual marriage. We
don’t have the institution of same-
sex marriage,” he said.

“So we have to assume that we
would hold that a State has a suffi-
cient reason for limiting marriage
to opposite-sex couples,” added
Justice Alito. “And Mr. Hallward-
Dreimeier acknowledged that a
State could refuse to recognize an
out-of-state marriage if it has a
very strong public policy against
that marriage, if it's a polygamous
marriage, if it's a marriage of very
young individuals. So the ques-
tion is whether there could be
something in between. So there’s
a sufficient reason for the State to
say, we're not going to grant these
licenses ourselves, but not a strong
enough reason for us not to recog-
nize a marriage performed out of
state.”

USCRC Clin ical Pastoral Education(CPE) programs provide an opportunity for ministers,
seminarians and lay people to develop pastoral competency within a particular pastoral
setting(usually a hospital, parish, hospice or retirement home). The CPE approach to training
is based upon an "action-reflection" model of learning. Pastoral trainees function as
ecumenical chaplains who provide pastoral care in assigned areas and use their experience
in pastoral encounters as a basis for their learning.

USCRC CPE focuses on the development of personal and pastoral
identity and the growth of professional competence as a minister.

# Specific objectives of CPE are :
 To become aware of one's self as a minister and of the ways one's ministry affects people.

»To become a competent pastor of people and groups in various life situations and crisis
circumstances and to develop the maturity to provide intensive and extensive pastoral
care and counseling.

» To utilize the support, confrontation, and clarification of the peer group for the integration of
personal attributes and pastoral functioning.

*To become competent in self-evaluation and in utilizing supervision and consultation to evaluate
one's pastoral practice..

*To develop the capacity to utilize one's pastoral perspective and competence in a variety of
functions such as preaching, teaching and administration, as well as pastoral care and counseling.

*To become aware of how one's attitudes, values and assumptions affect one's ministry.
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