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Day of Prayer

to Take Place on May 7
In Washington, D.C.

Jack Graham Appointed as
Honorary Chairman

The annual National Day of
Prayer will be taking place on
May 7 at the Cannon House Of-
fice Building on Capitol Hill, with
Dr. Jack Graham, the lead pastor
of Prestonwood Baptist Church, as
the Honorary Chairman. Korean
Christian leaders are also expected
to personally attend the event in
D.C.

The National Day of Prayer be-
gan in 1952 with a joint resolution
of the Congress, and was signed
into law by President Harry Tru-
man, and a law signed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan in 1988 des-
ignated the first Thursday of May
each year as the day in which the
event would take place.

“The observance of the National
Day of Prayer is founded on the
constitutional rights of freedom
of speech and freedom of religion,
and can be celebrated by all Amer-
icans,” the organizers said.

The theme for this year’s event
is, “Lord, Hear Our Cry,” based on
1 Kings 8:28, in which King Solo-
mon prays, “Hear the cry and the
prayer that your servant is praying
in your presence this day.”

“Kingdoms and nations
throughout all history have risen
and fallen on prayer,” Graham said
in a video statement. “The reason
is seen in Psalm 103:19, which
proclaims, God’s kingdom is the
one kingdom, the one and only
kingdom that rules over all others.
And amazingly, prayer connects
us, gives us a welcome audience,
with Almighty God—the one true
God who reigns over every ruler,

every authority and nation.”

“Prayer enables us to actually
connectwith God and takes us into
the presence of Jesus our Lord,”
Graham continued.

The National Day of Prayer is
expected to feature a proclama-
tion from President Obama, as the
President so does at each year’s
event.

“I invite the citizens of our Na-
tion to give thanks, in accordance
with their own faiths and con-
sciences, for our many freedoms
and blessings, and | join all people
of faith in asking for God’s contin-
ued guidance, mercy, and protec-
tion as we seek a more just world,”
President Obama stated in last
year’s proclamation.

In addition, leaders from the
armed forces and the executive,
legislative, and judicial branches
are expected to be present. Chris-
tian leaders will also be leading
prayer topics interceding on be-
half of the nation on various areas,
including education and family.

Graham is known for his time
as the two-term president of the
Southern Baptist Convention, as
well as his work with PowerPoint
Ministries. Previous Honorary
Chairmen for the event include
Anne Graham Lotz, daughter of
Billy Graham and founder of An-
Gel Ministries; and Greg Laurie,
leader of the Harvest Crusades.

The event will take place from
9 AM to 12 PM EST, and can be
streamed online at http://nation-
aldayofprayer.org/national-ob-
servance/.
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Some 250 Korrrean Amei’icans from different churches in the

g i

Southern California are.

L

a gathered together in corporate worship.

“Breathe in the Holy Spirit, and Rise”

Korean American Churches Come Together to Celebrate the Risen Savior

Some 250 Korean Americans
from various churches gathered at
Community Church at Holliston,
located in Pasadena, CA, at 6 AM
on Easter Sunday for the Easter
Daybreak Service hosted by Nex-
Gen Pastors’ Fellowship, a net-
work of Korean American pastors
in Southern California. Some of
the churches represented include
Hillside LA, Berendo Street Baptist
Church, New Life Vision Church
(NLVC), Community Church at
Holliston (CCH), and Young Nak
Celebration Church (YNCC).

This year’s service is the second
such service hosted by NexGen.
For many years, the Easter Day-
break Service was hosted by an-
other gathering of Korean Ameri-
can pastors called the Korean
American Pastors’ Network, until
the task was eventually passed on
to NexGen beginning in 2014. One
of the largest Easter daybreak ser-
vices had some 400 people in at-
tendance.

“One of the aspects of these
gatherings that is so special is that

Interviews with Asian American Church Pastors, I:
The Key to a Healthy Pastoral Relationship
between ‘KM’ and ‘EM’ is Discipleship

BY RACHAEL LEE

¥ e

Pastor Timothy Yoo (left) and Reverend John Kim (right) shared that disciple-

ship was key to their relationship of mutual understanding and trust.

Reverend John Kim, the senior
pastor of World Agape Mission
Church, and Pastor Timothy Yoo,
the lead pastor of the English min-
istry (EM) of WAMC, shared their
stories of the Korean and English
ministries of WAMC, and the jour-
ney that it took to build WAMC to
be the church it is today. WAMC
is a Korean immigrant church lo-
cated in Los Angeles, and the Eng-
lish ministry consists of some 100
members.

Currently, 80-90% of the stu-
dents in EM choose to stay near
Los Angeles for college instead
of going out of state because they
want to stay at WAMC and con-
tinue to serve, Yoo said. 85-90% of
the EM members regularly tithe,
and many of them attend early
dawn prayer with the Korean min-
istry (KM).

“At one side you hear people
screaming, =11, and on another
side you hear, Jesus! We're pray-
ing in different languages but
we're all praying together with one
heart,” Yoo said.

What is the secret to the health
of this church and the dedication
of its members?

According to Yoo and Kim, it's
discipleship.

WAMC was actually first started
with discipleship. Kim started
the church 38 years ago with 500
youth and young adults, and disci-
pled them. During a time in which

other churches did not have youth
ministries, Kim decided to invest
wholly and solely in the younger
generation.

As they “shared life together,”
these young people grew in their
knowledge and love for the Lord,
and some committed to serving as
full time ministers at WAMC, one
of whom was Yoo.

When asked what exactly “shar-
ing life together” meant for them,
they said, laughing, “We lived to-
gether.”

Kim built a dormitory for his 10
disciples and himselfto live in, and
together they ate, talked, laughed,
cleaned, prayed, and shared ev-
erything together. When Kim had
events to attend, he would ask Yoo
to drive him there.

“l was pretty much his chauffer,”
Yoo said with a smile, joking. “But
itwas because I drove him to these
places that | was able to observe
how he does ministry and how
passionate he is.”

Both pastors agreed in saying
that the key to creating a church
atmosphere in which the KM pas-
tors and EM pastors can work
together and build each other up
is discipleship. As Kim lived with
his disciples and invested in them
wholeheartedly, his disciples, in
turn, were able to learn his heart
and develop their own passion
for the church. Then, as Yoo com-
mitted to lead the EM, there was

no room for tension or clashes in
opinion between Yoo and Kim, be-
cause at that point, the two already
shared the same mindset about
how to do ministry.

“I don’t consider any of my pas-
tors as ‘inferiors. They are my
partners, and our boss is God,”
Kim said.

If older members of the con-
gregation had oppositions about
how some younger pastors were
leading ministry, Kim said that
he would try to shield them from
these oppositions.

“I try to help the 1st generation
Korean members of our congre-
gation to understand that 2nd
and 3rd generation members just
learn and interact differently,” he
explained.

When asked how Yoo goes
about discipling and mentoring
the younger men in the church,
he said his discipleship training
consists of 6 meetings per week.
But, Yoo said, most of his disciples
come an hour or two early, and
stay a little later after meetings as
well. So, intotal, he said they spend
about 20 hours per week together,
sharing life in that way.

When confronted with the argu-
ment that a language barrier might
hinder relationships between KM
and EM, Kim responded, “I think
that if someone is loved, they will
know it.”

Both Kim and Yoo exhorted the
church leadership to invest in and
love on the younger generation.
There is no quick-fix or easy solu-
tion to building faithful leaders in
the church, they said. But through
loving discipleship and long-term
investment, God can use current
KM leaders to raise up passionate
disciples and future leaders of EM
to partner in building His king-
dom together.

This is one in a series of inter-
views with pastors who either
serve in English ministry (EM) or
have a heart for intergeneration-
al relationships within the Asian
American church.

BY RACHAEL LEE

all of us are coming together from
different denominations,” said
Pastor Sam Park, who leads CCH
and who also preached at this
year’s service.

Park spoke on John 20:19-22,
a passage in which, after Jesus
had already resurrected, disciples
were gathered together at a home
with the doors locked, “for fear of
the Jews.” Jesus appears to them
and says, “Peace be with you,” and
then breathes on them and says,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”

“If the disciples had remained
in that room, huddled in fear, and
had never told others about the
gospel, Jesus’ resurrection would
simply have remained an object
of speculation and mystery,” Park
said. Park posed that perhaps this
portrayal of fear is an accurate
picture of many of Jesus’ disciples
today. But in that moment of fear,
Park said, Jesus exhorts his disci-
ples to “receive the Holy Spirit.”

“The empowerment of the Holy
Spirit is for the purpose of bearing
witness to Jesus and his resurrec-

tion,” Park said.

“Breathe in the Holy Spirit, and
go and make disciples of all na-
tions,” he continued. “Breathe in
the Holy Spirit, and testify to His
resurrection. Breathe in the Holy
Spirit, and rise.”

Other speakers include Pastor
Michael Lee, the senior pastor of
YNCC, who led corporate prayer;
and Pastor Kiwon Suh, the lead
pastor of the English congregation
of NLVC, who gave the benedic-
tion. Undignified Tour, a worship
band stemming from the campus
ministry Korea Campus Crusade
for Christ, led worship.

NexGen, which began in 2011,
has been hosting several gather-
ings each year for Korean Ameri-
can pastors in Southern California.
Some of the recent events it hosted
include “Love the City,” a panel re-
garding loving the city of Los Ange-
les, and “Rites of Passage,” during
which first and second generation
pastors were able to come together
toward deeper understanding and
reconciliation.

The Korean Church Community in
Atlanta Share God'’s Love
Over Easter Weekend

BY ANDERSON KIM

The Korean church community
in Atlanta has been spreading the
meaning of Easter through its
service in the community. Orga-
nizations led by or partnered with
Korean churches have led various
service project over the week-
end, by serving those experiencing
homelessness in various ways, in-
cluding giving gifts, planting flow-
ers, music performances, and
worship services.

The organization that kicked off
the series of community service
events was Yesana Mission, a Ko-
rean community outreach orga-
nization in Atlanta. Yesana began
its project on Saturday, during
which they visited the shelter on
Peachtree Street. Yesana hosted a
time of music, food, and worship
with those in the shelter.

As Hope Johns Creek Orchestra
performed, Yesana members gave
the attendees brown bags contain-
ing decorated eggs, sandwiches,
fruits, cookies, chips, and water.
A loud applause followed the or-
chestra’s performance.

On Easter Sunday, Yesana Mis-
sion also visited My Sister’s House,
a bed facility in Atlanta that pro-
vides overnight shelter and resi-
dential discipleship programs for
homeless women and women
with children, and provided din-
ner for those at the facility.

Taking Steps of Faith Forward...

Christianity Daily, an English
off-shoot of 7] = < K (Gidok
11bo), began as an Internet-only
publication in January 2014.
About oneyear and three months
later, we decided to take another
step of faith and begin a journey
in print publication.

We thank all of you who have
supported us thus far by visiting
our website and reading our con-
tent, and we humbly ask that you
would keep us in your prayers. It

Stepping Stone Mission, a Ko-
rean organization that serves the
homeless community, hosted its
sixth annual Easter Sunday com-
munity event for the homeless,
during which 600 individuals ex-
periencing homelessness gathered
and participated in corporate wor-
ship at Hurt Park in Atlanta. Step-
ping Stone also provided gifts, bar-
bering services, health checkups,
gardening services in the park,
among other services.

In the gift-giving event, bags
with necessities for the homeless
—t-shirts, socks, underwear, ra-
zors, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
chips, canned food, and transpor-
tation cards, were given to those
who were present. The gifts were
brought together by the service
and offering of various churches
and individuals. Korean Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church of At-
lanta provided food and fruits for
the attendees.

An attendee who called himself
Jimmy Wallace expressed thanks
for the Koreans who have been
serving them during this season.

“I'm a Vietnam War veteran, but
now I'm living in homeless shel-
ters,” Wallace said. “I heard about
this event happening at this shel-
ter, and I'm really glad | came. |
really feel that the Koreans’ hearts
are so warm.”

was by God'’s grace that we have
been able to grow over the past
year, and it will continue to be
His grace that sustains us. We're
excited to witness how God will
continue to move in this genera-
tion. May His will be done, and
His kingdom come.

If you have any tips, ques-
tions, or comments regarding
the newspaper, please feel free
to email us at christianitydaily@
gmail.com.
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